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“dlisitict council” is a better one or not is
a moot point. It might be better to call
them proviucial or shire conncils. The
building of homes is not one of the fume-
tions of road boards, although I have no
objection to their builling homes for thejr
employecs. Very often it 15 difficult to get
a house in a small town, and it is possible
that owing to the shortage of accommoda-
tion vcertain individuals may erect houses
and charge exorbitant rents for them. If
a road board had power te build homes for
the employees. all this additional cost would
be saved. Such a provizion would do away
with a lot of the trouble thet has oeccurred
in some towns, and be the means of pro-
viding suitable vesidences for good em-
ployees. I have pleasure in supporting the
second reading of the Bill.

On motion by Hon. Sir William Lathlain,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.27 p.m.

Aegislative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 9th November, 1926.

Questions :  Milk Supply 2007
War Rellef Fuods . 2007
Septic Tanks, Claremnnt 2007

Assent to Bllls ... .. .. 2007

Bills: Constltution Act Amendmenl'. 2!: ete. 07

Industries Agsistance Act Conunuance returced
City of Perth Act Amendment, reburned 2022

Annuval Estimates;: Chiel Secretary’s Department

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.n., and read prayers.

QUESTION—MILK SUPPLY.

Mr. SAMPSON asked Hon. 8. W. Mun-
sie (Honorary Minister): What steps do
the Government propose to take in order to
give effect to the report and recommenda-
tions of the Royal Commission on Metro-
politan Milk Supply submitted in 1925%
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Hon. S. W. MUNSIE replied: 1t is pro-
posed during the pext session of Parliament
to introduce legislation dealing with the
matter,

QUESTION—WAR RELIEF TUNDS.

Mr. WILSON asked the Premier: 1, Has
his attention been drawn to the annoal re-
port of the Red Cross Society, wherein it is
stated that £500 was reeeived from the war
relief funds during the year? 2, In view of
the early passage of a War Relief Funds
Bill, will he affirm the desirability of all
trustees of war relief funds withholding fur-
ther action in respect of advances until the
council or committee, as provided for in the
proposed Bill, is constituted ¢

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes.

2, Yes.

QUESTION—SEPTIC TANKS,
CLAREMONT,

Mr., NORTH asked Hon. S. W. Munsie
(Honorary Minister) : Has the Bill author-
ising local bodies in the Claremont electo-
rate to introduce septic tanks been pre-
prepared ¥

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE replied: The pre-
paration of the Bill is now in the hands of
the Crown Law Departinent, and the meas-
ure should be ready within about ten days.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor recetved and
read notifying assent io the following Bills:
, Stamp Act Amendment.

2, Sapply (No. 3), £1,363,500.
3, Broome Loan Validation.

4, Land Tax and Income Tax.
5

, Inspeetion of Secaffolding Aet Amend-
ment.

bl

BILL—CONSTITUTION ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 7th September.

MR. PANTON (Menzies) [4.37]: A good
deal has Dbeen said about thiz Bill slready.
Probably it is looked upon as a bardy zn-
nual. Nevertheless, in my opinion it repre-
sents a much needed reform,

e
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Hon. Sir James Mitcheli: Like redistribu-
tion of seats.

Mr. PANTON: Yes. DPossibly we shall
rieet with the same fate on this Bill as the
present Leader of the Opposition encoun-
tered in connection with his Redistribution
of Seats Bill, The measure may be regarded
as 4 preliminary to redistribution. If hon.
members opposite are in earnest—which I
have no reason to doubt—as to redistribu-
tion of seats, they must regard the present
Bill as the first step towards giving the
Parliamentary frenchise to a greafer wam-
ber of people. Unguestionably there is in-
consistency on the part of members who.
preach redistribution to this Chamber and
are not prepared to give the full vote for
Parliament to that large number of people
who, after all, are producers, whether of
wheat or wool or gold. Many of those pro-
ducers at present have not the full vote for
the Parliament of this State, The fact thaf
people over the age of 21 have a vote for
this Chamber does not give them a vote for
the Parliament of Western Australia, as we
must all realise from the number of mes-
sages read by you, Mr. Speaker, here night
after night fo the eflect that another place
agrees to a measure of ours with amend-
ments. This proves that the Legislative As-
sembly is not the Parliament of Wsetern
Australia, but only a part of it.

Hon. W. J. George: Are not you satis-
fied with this part?

AMr. PANTON: I am so well satisfied that
1 hope I may remain here for many years
in the company of the hon. member inter-
jecting. However, I am anxious tbat work-
ers now debarred from easting a vote for
the Legislative Council should have that pri-
vilege. Members opposite, when speaking
on this Bill, have laid stress on the circum-
stance that a mere matter of paying 6s. 1d.
per week rent entitles a person to a vote
tor the Legislative Council. Those members,
however, overlook the fact that the metro-
politan area of Western Australia does not
contain all the people entitled to elect the
Parliament of this State. Out of 202,000
persons enrolled for the Legislative Assem-
biv, anly some 60,000 are on the Lemslative
Couneil roll. Moreover, as has been pointed.
out, many of the names on the Legislative
Couneil roll appear for more than one pro-
vinece. As regards the 6s. 1d. rental, there
would not he muech hardship if only the resi-
dents of the metropolitan area were con-
cerned. The Bill provides simply that a
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Louseholder shall have a vote for another
place. It does not provide that every Legis-
lative Assembly voter shall have a vote for
the Council. 1 am quite prepared to agree
that everyone having a vote for this Cham-
Ler should, as a natural corollary, have a
vote for the other Chamber also. In pro-
viding for a household franchise, the Bill is
extremely wmoderate; in laet, it is altogether
too moderate for my liking. The 0s. 1d..
rental cuts no ice, because of the thousands
of men who have pioneered this country and
are still living in the backblocks and rear-
ing their families there. Those men have
been responsible for the winning of millions
of pounds’ worth of gold in Western Aus-
tralia; yet beeause their houses are on lease-
holds belonging to mining companies, even
though they own the houses, or though they
may be paying a rental of as much as I0s.
per week for them, they are prevented from
obtaining a vote for the Legislative' Couneil,
the road boards not baving valued those
hcuses at the necessary amount. I make this
statement in correction of something said by
the Leader of the Country Party, Thous-
ands of men, worthy citizens, residing on
the goldfields have built homes suited to the
climatie conditions there and have reared
their families in them; but beeause the home
is not valued high enough by the local an-
thorities o entifle them to the Legislative
Council {ranchise, they arc debarred from
voting for the complete Parliament of West-
err. Australia. On the timber mills the same
state of affairs exists. In the electorate of
the member for Forrest (Miss Holman)
there are only from G0 to S0 voters for the
Legislative Counecil.

Hon. W. J. George: What rent do they
pay for their houses?

Mr. PANTON: The Bill explicitly defines
“house.”

Hon. 3W. D, Johns<on: That is the Bill.

Mr. PANTON: Yes. Surely the man who
rears a family in a plaee is entitled to call
it & house, and ask for the Tegislative Coun-
cil vote in respect of it. The member for
Murray-Wellington (Hon, W. I, George)
knows that the rents for houses on timher
nills are nominal.

ITon. W. J. George: How much are they?

Mr. PANTON: From 1s. per week for
a single man’s hut up to 7s. 6d. per week
for houses.

Hon. W. J. George: Then the tenants of
those honses are entitled to the Legislative
Council vote, and ean get it.
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Mr. PANTON: No. The great majority
of them pay from d4s. to 3s. per week.

Hou. W. J. George: Then they have gut
cheap honses..

Mr. PANTUON: 1| am coming to that
puint. Every time the timber workers gu
betore the Arbitration Court to ask for an
inerease in pay, it is immediately argued by
the employers that those workers get cleap
Lhouses and Lree firewood.,  Those factors
have alway~ heen iaken into consideration
by the Arbitration Court, and as a conse-
quence the basic wage for the timber mills
bas always been ilixed lower than that tor
the metropolitan area,

Hon. W, J. George: The timber workers
et pretiy fair wages.

My, PANTON: They never get oo pineh
wages, and the hon. member knows it.

Hou. W. .J. George: Neither of ns does.

Me. PANTON: Admittedly rents on tim-
ber mills ave cheap in comparizon with rents
in the metropolitan area. Sonwe of the houses
ot the tinber mills are comtortable resi-
denees, and some are indifferent, Tlie vents
charged are taken into consideration when
wages are being assessed by the Arbitration
Court. The Chief Electoral Ollicer, however,
gives no cons‘deration to those facts upon
an applieation for a vote for the Legislative
Council.

Hon. W. J. George: Ie cannot.
not his business.

Mr. PANTON: It is our business to allow
him to do so, and the Bill provides a defi-
nifion nnder which he will have the right
to do so. If a man, by virtne of his emplov-
ment, is compelled fo live in a distriet re-
mote from the metropolitan area, surely we
are not going to debar him from having a
vote for the Council. The men in the tim-
her areas are just as mmeh concerned in
legislation as is anvhody else. Recently we
had a Bill of vital interest to them, but the
fact that thevy have no vote for another
place prevented them Ffrom voicing their
opinions on that measure in that House. Tt
is manv Yyears since the franchise was
altered. and T am readv to believe that in
1928 we are sufficiently democratic to cive
a householder & vote for the Couneil. We
hear # lot abont a man having a stake in
the country, hut it is not easy to find a satis-
factory definition of the phrase. T remem-
her dehating a Bill when T had the honour
to he a member of the Council. One of the
northern members wag stressing the neees-
sitv for having a stake in the eomntry. I

Tt is
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asked b for a definition of “stake in the
country,” and he said it meant that a man
should be warried or go on the land. My
definition is, rather, that all who have to
respect the laws of the country should bave
a voice in zending representatives to make
those Jaws. However, that is not the defini-
tion the I’remier has expressed in the Bill,
whieh provides merely that a householder
shall have a vote for the Council. Surely
every man who, rearing & family, becomes
a householder has sufiicient stake in the
country to suit even the Leader of the Op-
position, who believes that every man should
marry and have a large family.

Hon, W, I. George: People do not have
lares families now.

Y. PANXTON: You do not encourage
the honseliolder to have a large family. Give
him a vote tor the Council, and the result
may be different.

Hon. G. Taylor: Guarantee that, and I
will vole for the Bill.

Mr. PANTON: The lLeader of the Coun-
try ’arty seems to think the Bill a bhuge
joke. I it a huge joke to send men out
into the country to produce wealth? Men
who have produced preat wealth in the
vouniry and so given Western Australia the
opportunity to grow wheat, are debarred
from the privileges afforded to the men we
are putting en the land to-day.

Hon. W. J. George: The greatest wealtis
that can be produced in \Western Australia
is a large family.

Mr. PANTOXN: 1 say to the primary pro-
ducers that if thev are genuine in their
advocacy of primary production they should
2ive those producing gold and timber the
right to send representatives to the State
Parliament. That is all the Bill asks for.
1 cannot believe that any member of the
Hounse is so undemoeratic as to be able to
bring himself to vote against the Bill. Can-
didly, T am disappointed in the measure,
helieving that it shonld go very mueb fur-
ther. However, T will support it, and T
hape that the Leader of the Opposition also,
reconsidering the matter, will vote for the
second reading.

HON. W. J. GEORGE (Murray-Welling-
ton) 74.52]: Although impressed with the
speech we have just listened to, I think the
existing qualification is quite low enough to
carry out what is required. A rental of
£17 per annnm means 6s. 6d. per week.
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Who in Western Australia pays a lower
rental?

Hon. \W. D, Johnson: Thousands on the
goldiields and in the timber aress.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: A comparatively
few people. I think £17 guite low enough
as a qualifieation. Inquiry at the Electoral
Department would show that there are
numbers of people without votes who could
have votes if they wanted them. At the
latest Legislative Couneil elections in the
South-West I was astonished to find there
were so few people on the rolls. T took it
np with the Chief Electoral Officer and sug-
gested that if he used the rafe books of the
local authorities, he would be able to get
quite a lot of additional names on the rolls.
To my surprise he told me he had sent out
over 2,000 claim cards and letters to people
whom he eonsidered entitled to vote for the
Legislative Counecil, and that only a very
small percentage of them took the trouhle
to reply and get themselves enrolled. In
the Murray-Wellington distriet nearly every
man should be entitled to a vote for the
Couneil.

Hon. J. Cunningham: He is not, and you
know it.

Hon, W. J. GEQRGE: In the Harvey
Road Board rate hook there are more names
of people entitled to be on the Legislative
Council roll than there are people actually
on the roll for the whole distriet. I searched
the rate books of the Murray Road Board
and the Drakesbrook Road Board and found
the same condition of affairs. It was be-
eanse of that that I went to the Chief Elee-
toral Officer. It seems there is a great deal
of apathy in respect to the Legislative Coun-
¢il roll, although not in respect of the As-
sembly roll.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Why shounld this
be: a four-roomed cottage in Perth repre-
sents the £17 qualification and, conge-
quently, a vote for the Council; whereas a
four-rcomed cottage in a country electorate
represents less than £17, and so does not
entitle the gecupier to a vote. Why should
£17 be a quolifieation in ome place and not
in another?

Hon. W, J. GEORGE: Most of the cot-
tages in my electorate are occupied by small
farmers who have land that, in itself, would
give the qualification. In the timber areas,
of course, some people pay only 4s. or 5s.
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per week rent and so do wnot come within
the qualification. Hgwever, that does not
affect the matter very much because, rela-
tively, their numbers are but few.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That shows the un-
fairness of the hon. member. There are
thousands of such people on the goldtields
and in the fimber areas.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: We had brouglt
before us many instances that, 1 think,
would not esme within the scope of the Bill.
The definition here given declares that
dwelling house means any structure of x
permanent character, being a fixture to the
soil. We could not eall a tin hut or a bag
hut a permanent structure, yet on the gold-
fields many men live in such huts.

Hon. W. D. Johnson. The majority of
the goldfields houses have canvas walls,

Hon. W J, GEORGJE: There may he
something in the hon. member's contention
that if a £17 rental entitles to a vote in
one part of the State it should do so in all
parts of the State; but as to lowering the
qualification, I think it is already sufficiently
low.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Why make it £17

or £157 Why not make it “householder,”
which gives a definite basis?

Hon. W, J. GEORGE: We must have
some property qualification, unless you pro-
pose to remove all gualification.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We are not asking
for that.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: Not yet. There
should be adopted some means to enable the
Chief Flectoral Officer to see to it that every
man entitled to vote is automatieally put on
the roll. In my opinion the present gualifi-
cation is sufficiently low.

Question put and deelared passed.

Hoc. Sir James Mitchell: An absolute
majority is necessary to pass the measure.

Mr. SPEAKER: To satisfy me that the
second reading is carried by an absclute
majority, the House will divide

Division resulted as follows:—

Ayes
Noes

|l ]

Im'anm

Majority for ..
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AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr, Lutey
Mr. Chesson My, Marshall
Mr, Clydesdale Mr. McCallum
Mr. Collier Mr, Milllngton
Mr. Corboy Mr. Munsie
Mr, Coverley Mr, Fanton
Mr. Cunningham Mr, Sleeman
Mr., Heron Mr. Troy
Miss Holman Mr, A, Wansbrough
Mr. Hughes Mr. Willcock
Mr. W. D. Johnson Mr. Withers
Mr. Kennedy Mr. Wilson
Mr, Lambert {Teller.)
Mr. Lamond
Noes.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Sampeon
Mr. Brown Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Denton Mr, Stubbs
Mr. George Mr. Taylor
Mr, Grifiiths Mr, Teesdale
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr, Thoemson
Mr, Lindsa¥ Mr. C. P. Wansbrough
Mr. Maley Mr. Richardson
Sir James Mitchell (TeRer.)
Mr. North

My, SPEAKER: I declare that the ques-
tion has been passed by an ahsolute ma-
jority.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr, Lutey in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill

Clause 1—agreed to.

Clanse 2—Amendment of Section 15:

Hon. W. J. GEORGE : The proviso states
that when a dwelling-house is only part of
g building and any other part is in occu-
pation as a dwelling of some other person,
the first-named part shall not be considered
a dwelling-house unless it is strocturally
severeil from the other part of the building.
What is the need for the provise? If it
were possible to sever the one part, it might
be worth more than £17 per year.

(lanse put and passed.

Clause 3, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Standing Orders Suspension.

THE PREMIER (Hon.
Boulder) [5.9]: I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to emable the Bill
to pass its third reading at this sitéing.
The [.eader of the Opposition will admit
that the merits of the Bill have been debated
on the second reading and that no good pur-

P. Collier—
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pose can be served by postponing the thind
reading. 1f members agree to a suspension
of the Standing Orders, we shall be able to
pass the Lilt through its remaining stage
to-day and that will facilitate its disens-
sion in another place. The third reading is
usually regarded as being formal and passed
without discussion, and [ hope the House
will agree to a suspension of the Standing
Orvders to permit of the third reading being
passed to-day, rather than insist upon the
delay that otherwise must be involved.

Me. Thomsen: It will mean only one day’s
delay,

The PREMIER: Yes, but it is not alway
possible to have z constitutional majority
present.

Mr. Richardson: That is a very important
admission.

The PREMIER: Of course I shall he
able to get o constitutional majority at some
Euture time, but it may not be to-morrow.
To be quite frank, some Alinisters propoze
to attend a show to-movrow, and it will
mean that he third reading cannot be taken
until some time next week. Members who
are opposed to the Bill must admit that no
good purpose will be served by delaying
its passage for another week,

Hon. G. Taylor: You have 26 supporters
present to-day and it is not wise to erack
the whip too often.

The PREMIER: A constitutional ma-
jority will be available later on, but I wish
to obviate delay in transmitting the measure
to another place. I hepe members will see
the reasonableness of allowing the third
reading to be passed to-day.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [5.12]: We cannot prevent the pass-
age of the motion for suspending the Stand-
ing Orders, because the Premier has 26 sup-
porters present and there is no need for us
to help him, but I fear that the course he
sunggests, if it becomes a practice, mighb
prove very dangerous. The opportunity to

“disenss a Bill on the motion for the third

reading is often availed of and often has
been availed of by the Premier and those
members sitting behind him. ¥ realise_ that
everything thaf need be said on the Bill has
heen said; at the same time I do not know
why the Premier cannot have his 26 members
present to-morrow.

The Premier: Because two Ministers are
going to a show. :

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This
House could be show enough for them to-
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morrow. Their business is in this House
and not in electioneering about the country.

Mr. Wilson: You go to shows, too.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Very sel-
dom, though I should like to.

The Premier: We are pressed to attend
shows in constituencies that we do not
represent and are never likely to represent.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Please
God you never will represent them!

The Minister for Lands: I think {he Pre-
mier is under a misapprehension there.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: DNot at
all. At any rate we shall see in March
next,

The Premier: Do not let us get into the
quarrel any earlier than is necessary.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: We have
been fairly peaceful, bot there are some
things about which we shail goarrel before
the next elections, cne of them an electoral
matter of which the Minister for Justice has
some knowledge. I shall not say anything
more about that at present. To suspend the
Standing Orders would be to ereate a dan-
gerous precedent. Still I can understand
the Premier, who has 26 faithful supporters
present, heing anxious to finish the Bill to-
day.

The Premier: I would not have woved the
suspension of the Standing Orders if I had
thought it would seriously inconvenience the
Opposition, but T felt that 2ll that could be
said had been said, and the third rcading is
nsually regarded as formal.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Not
necessarily. Some members are away to-day.

Mr. Heron: Only three.

Mr. Wilson: They shonld be here.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL.: Probably,
but they are not here. They may have some-
thing to say on the third reading if the
opportunity is offered to them. The Premier
need not consider this side of the House. e
must have 26 members to vote on this motion,
and he has that number. He ean put the
thing through without consulting us. It is a
very dungerous suggestion, and one that we
wounld not tolerate in eonnection with any
other Bill, and one that T do not approve of
in connection with this Bill, There is no
special reason for this action, except that it
will convenience members sitiing opposite.

The Premier: It will facilitate diseussion
in another place.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: They are
very busy there.
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The Premier: They will soon clean tha
Lusiness wp. They are working well anc
going splendidly.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Pre
mier is an optimist.

The Premier: I do not say in what way
they will elean it up. They will dispose ol
it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
work is disposed of in a manner that the
Premier will consider is the wrong manner
it will not satisfy him.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Surely the Leade
of the Opposition knows that this will be :
deciding factor in the matter of redistribu-
tion.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Redistri-
bution is more important than this Bill. Why
should we deny justice to the electors by re
taining the present electoral houndaries of
distriets represented by members? I do nof
know why members opposite do wuot insisi
on justice being done,

Hon. W. D. Johnson:
Jjustice.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: We wan!
an assurance that a redistribaution of seat:
Bill will he brought down. Of course, the
Premier will be able to carry out bhis sug
gestion, becanse he has the numbers, but ]
do not approve of it.

We cannot get

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[5.18]: I desire to support the Premier’s
motion, because I do want to give another
place the earliest possible opportunity of de-
elaring themselves on this important matter

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: That is no rea

EOT
Hon, W. D. JOHNSON: It is one of the
most  important questions exercising the

winds of the people. The whole of om
present Parliamentary representation need:
reviewing and reforming. The essential pre-
redent 1o the reform of this Chamher is tc
get the other Chamber into closer contael
with the people, so that they may give rea
sonable consideration to a redistribution of
seats in this Chamber. If we had eontrol of
redistribution, it would be eur duty t. attend
to it tmmediately, but when another placc
practically bas the deeiding voice in the
matter, we want to give them an opportanity
of hecoming qualified to express an opinier
upon it. This is an essential preliminary tc
that, and should be considered by another
place at the earliest possible moment, We
will then know whether they are prepared
to get themselves more into touch with the
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people, and quality themselves to have a
voice In the represeniation of this Cham-
ber. Because of that I want the matfer ex-
pedited. I want to know the attitude of an-
other place, so that I may play some little
part in the maiter of the redistribution.

Point of Order.

Mr. Angelo: We eannot prevent this
motion from going through, because the
numbers are against ns. I would remind the
Premier that Standing Order 416 says that
in the case of urgent necessity any Standing
Order or Orders of the House may be sus-
pended on a motion duly made and seconded
without nofice, provided such motion has
the coneurrence of an absolute majority of
the whole of the members of the House.

Mr. Speaker: Does the hon. member raise
that point?

Mr. Angelo: No. No doubt the motion
will be ecarried by an absolute majority.
The Premier has not made ont a case of
urgent necessity.

The Premier: That is for the Speaker to
decide.

Mr. Angelo: Exactly.

The Premier: Are you rajsing a point of
order?

Mr. Angelo: No.

The Premier: Then why bother about it?

Mr. Angelo: T want to induce members
of the House not to vote for the motion, be-
cause the Premier has not put np a case of
urgency.

The Premier: 1t is within the Standing
Orders. If yon raise that point, you raise
it as a point of order.

Mr. Angelo: I am not raising it as such.

The Premier: There is no other way of
raising it.

Mr. Angelo: We have had case after cace
of notice heing properly given beforehand
of a desire to snspend the Standing Orders.
This is entirely opposed to precedent. Tt
has been thrown at us.

Mr. Speaker: Strietly, the hon. member
is speaking fto a point of order. Does he
desire the Chair to rule npon the subject?
If not, the hon. member is ont of order.

Mr. Angelo: According to the Orders of
the Day, this item appears as No. 16.

Mr. Speaker: Is the hon. member stiil
srguing as to the urgency?

Mr. Angelo: Yes.

Mr. Speaker: As a point of order?

2013.

Mr. Angelo: 1 will raise it as a point of
order so that 1 may proceed, but L cannot
see that the case is one of urgency. We have-
always been given notice of an important
motion like this, Why does the Premier put
this down on the Notice Paper as Order of
the Day No. 167 1t has been low on the
list for several weeks, but snddenly it is
brought up above everything else, although
members understood, from the publicity
which has been given to the Order of the
Day, that numerous other items would pre--
cede it. The only explanation given is that
some members opposite will not be here to--
merrow. That is not a case of urgency.

The Minister for Lands: The hon. mem-
ber said he was speaking to a point of order..
Must he not commit his point of order lo
writing

The Premier: He should speak to his
point of order. His present remarks have
nothing to do with it.

Mr. Angelo: 1 want to show that this
is not a matter of urgency. The Premier
has no ease at all for a suspension of the
Standing Orders, or for bringing this mat-
ter on to-day.

The Premier: Do you not see that it is
not for me to state a ease? If I am not in
order, that is for the Speaker to decide.

Mr. Angelo: My point of order is that
this motion cannot be carried becanse it duves
not come within the scope of Standing Order
416.

Mr. Speaker: In cases of urgent neces-
sity any Standing Order or Order of the
Hounse may be suspended on motion duly
made and seconded without notice, provided
that such motion has the coneurrence of an
absolute majority of all members of the
Legislative Assembly. The honi member
raises the point as to whether this is a mat-
ter of urgent necessity. The mover of the
motion elearly showed that it was an urgent
case. Now is the opportunity to send the
measure to another place. If it were allowed
to take its ordinary course, it might be de-
layed, and it might not be considered until
towards the end of the session. This
makes it a matter of urgency. Moreover,
it is difficnlt, as the hon. member knows,
to keep an absolute majority in con-
stant attendance. Tt is very urgent and
very necessary that a wise Government
should take advantage of an absolute
majoritv in the publie interests, I, there-
fore, rule that the motion is in order.
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Iton. Siv James Mitchell : Before you ruie,
Sir, 1 should like to state my doubts as tu
whether this can be considered a matter of
argency, it the only urgemcy about it is
that there are 26 members on the Goveru-
went side present to-day. Members are sup-
posed to be in their places; it is their duty
to be here, particularly if the importance of
matiers Lo be dealt with demands their at-
tention. lt cannot be argued that we should
consider every one of the 26 members con-
cerned.

The Yyemier: Lt is urgent that this Bill
should go to another place, and the jpre-
sence of 26 members here will enable that
to he done.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The Speaker
says that the presence of 26 members to-day
makes it convenient for {he Premier to pass
the third reading, and that it may not he
convenieni for those members to be here to-
MOTIOW.

The Premier: It makes it possible to do
this lo-day.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I say with all
due deference this eannot be considered a
matter of urgency. Because to-morrow some
members on the Government side do nol
wish to be present, we cannot say that we
should take business to-day which ought to
be taken to-morrow. If it were urgent that
another place should gzive consideralion to
this Bill beeause the session was closing, T
should not raise any objertion, but we ave
not near to closing the -sssion yet. The
Premier says that another place can get
through their business quivkly, but they will
be sitting for several weeks vet.

The Premier: We are appreaching the
end of the session.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: From the
point of view of time it 3is not
nrgent that this Bill should go forward
to-day. Morely heeaunse it may be diffienlt
to induee the same numher of members
opposite to be present to-morrow, it does
not make this a matter of urgeney.
On this peint the Premier has made out no
ease. There iz no need to take the third
reading to-day.

Mr. Speaker:
that question.

Mr. J. H. Smith:
disenssion?

Mr. Speaker: T have ruled that the mo-
tion is in order.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: T did not hear
that.

T have alreadv tuled on

Toes that close the

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Speaker: I did rule in that way. U
is part of the tunctions of the Speaker tu
defer to the wishes and precedents of

the House, and the Government are
entitled to take lawful and honourable
means to further the business of the
House. It is the duty of the Speaker

fo assist them as far us he can in that re.
spect.  The question ol urgency will really
be decided by the vote of the House and it
is surely urgent in view of the approaching
close of the session, s that the Government,
1 will not say sheuld 1ake advantage of, but
should use the cirenmsiat.ce of the presence
of an absolute majority to carry on their
business.

Hon. Sir James Mitcheil: T am sorry for
Government members,

The Premier: The Bill affects hon. mem-
bers in another place narticularly, and they
are entitled to have the Bill before them for
consideration.

The Speaker: Undoubtedly. Hon. mem-
bers know that it is not quite eorreet fo say
that the end of the session is not really
close af hand.

Mr. Thomson: 1 awi sorry that [ cannot
agree with vour rulice, Mr. Speaker, for
the reason that f am afraid we are estab-
lishing a very dangercus precedent.

Mr. Speaker: But the procedure has
already been laid down in this Chamber and
the precedent established.

Dissent frem Ruling.

My. Thomson: Then [ will move to dis-
agree with your ruling as a matter of prin-
ciple, because we are really setting np a
dangerous precedent. T move—

That the House disagrees from Mr, Speak-
er’s ruling.

The Minister for Mines: But the prece-
dent has alveady been laid down.

The Minister for Lands: Yes.
Inid down hefore this.

Mr. Thomson: In my opinion, this is not
one that we should paszs.

Mr. Richardson: And the cireumstances
may not have been the same on the pre-
VIOUS oceasion,

Mr. Thomson: The dangerous part of
the position is that it is quite right in your
opinion, Mr. Speaker, that the presence of
an absolnte majority of members on the
(Government side of the House should be
made use of for this purpose.

The Minister for Lands: On a point of
order, ean the hon. ember diseuss your

It was
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ruling without moving that it be disagreed
with ?

Mr, Thomson: I did do so.

The Minister for Lands; You did not.

The Minister for Mines: Well, put your
reasons in writing.

Mr. Thomson: I said definitely when I
commenced to speak that I moved to dis-
agree with your ruling.

Mr. Speaker: Will the hon. member state
his reasons in writing, so that I may know
whether he is in order.

Hon. G. Taylor: 1 always understood
that written reasons were handed to a
chairman of committees when such a motion
was moved becesuse they had to be put be-
fore the Speaker. 1 did not know it was
necessary to put reasons in writing when
disagreeing with the Speaker's ruling.

Mr. Speaker: I require to know definitely
upon what ground the hon. member desires
to move that my ruling be disagreed with.

The Minister for Lands: Tt has always
heen done this way.

Mr. Richardson: Not since T have been
here.

Mr, Thomson: I have moved to disagree
with your ruling on the ground that the
Standimg Orders provide for the Standing
Orders being suspended without notice, but
that sueh a motion can he accepted only in
a ease of urgent necessity; also on the
gronnd that the only argument in support
of the snspension of the Standing Orders
has been that it will snit the convenience of
the supporters of the Government to-day.

Mr. Speaker: 1 cannot aceept that por-
tion of the reasons hecanse it is not correet.
There were other reasons nrged.

Mr. Thomson: At any rate these are my
reasons and L am sorry, Mr. Speaker, that
you cannot accept them. On these grounds,
T ohject to your ruling. You clearly stated
that you considered the Government were
justified n taking advautage of their ab-
solute majority to carrv on the business.

Hon. G. Taylor: And also that the
Speaker should upheld the Government in
condueting the business of the Honse.

Mr. Thomson: Exuelly. The reason for
my motion is that, in my opinion, your rul-
ing establishes a very dangerous precedent.

Mr, Speaker: The precedent has already
been established.

The Premier: It does not establish any
such thing.

Mr. Thomson: We are entitled to voice
onr objections to the action proposed in
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connection with the Bill. It establishes a
very dangerous precedent.

Mr, Lutey: You keep on saying that.

Mr. Thomson: And I will repeat it as
long as I choose.

The *Minister for Lands: How can you
repeat an ineorreet statement all the time?
Mr. Thomson: It is a correct statement.

The Minister for Lands: It is most ineor--
reet.

Mr. Thomson: 1t is not in the best inter-
ests of this House that such a ruling shonld
be passed over, without exception being
iaken to it. For the reasons I have indi-
cated 1 voice my protest. It is all very fine
to suggest that for the convenience of hon.
members, the Standing Orders will be sus-
pended. Upnfiortunately the House is gov-
erned by precedent and, unless we disagree
with the Speaker’s ruling, it may be said
on future occasions that we agreed to
this course.

The Minister for Mines: On a point of
order. You, Mr. Speaker, stated you would
not aceept the motion moved by the member
for Katanning. That being so, what is he
discussing? What is before the House?

My. Thomson: 1 am disagreeing with the
ruling.

The Minister for Mines: But there must
be a motion betore the House, and there is
none. .

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member may pro-
ceed.

Mr, Thomson: The main object I have in
voicing my protest is that, in my opinion,
we lay down at this sitting a dangerous
precedent, and on some futare oceasion when
similar eircumstances may arise, it will be
quoted to as that eon this particular day
the House agreed to eertain things being
done under certain eonditions, and, there-
fore, the House would be in order in doing
vomething that the Government sought to
do. Time and again rulings of the House of
Commons and of other Houses of Parlia-
ment have been put before hon. members
to show that a certain procedure had been
adopted, and in the eircumstances, that cer-
tain proposals were in order. T consider the
arguments in favour of the motion for the
suspension of the Standing Orders did not
establish the claim that this is a matter of
urgency. This is a dangerous principle for
a Government to set up. No doubt the rea-
sons advaneed by the Premier were probahly
justifiable from his standpoint, because he
expects that to-morrow one or two of his
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Ministers will he absent on publie duties.
But that does nol represent s watler of
urgeney wiikin the meaning of the Stand-
ing Orders. The Legislative Counecil will
liave eonsiderable time in which to discusa
the question dealt with in the Bill. As a
matter ol fact, I spoke on the second read-
ing of the Bill on the 7th September, and
the measure has been held up since that
date for the couvenienee of the Governwent.
No objection was raised to that course.

Mr. Speaker: The bon. member must not
diseuss the Bill,

Mr. Thomson: 1 am giving iny reasons
‘why 1 do not regard this as a matter of
urgency. 1 am drawing attention to tbe
fact that I spoke on the second reading of
the Bill on the 7th September. -

The Minister for Lands: And you have
been absent from the Hounse most of the
time sinee then.

Mr. Thomson: Yes, on public duties, just
the same as other members of the House.
The Government did not hold up the busi-
ness merely because I was absent, although
I should have liked to diseuss Bills and por-
tivns of the Estimates that have been dealt
with. I have been attending shows in the
country distriets, just as Ministers have been
doing. Although I spoke on the Bill on the
Tth September, it has remained on the
Notice Paper at the second reading stuge
since then, and for the convenience of Gov-
ernment supporters it has been kept well
down on the Notice Paper. It eannot be re-
garded as a matter of urgency seeing that
it has not been before the House since the
Tth September.

Mr. Withers: You do not know because
you were not present; you have been attend-
ing shows,

Mr. Thomson: Dorn’t talk nonsense.

Mr. Speaker: Order!

Mr. Thomson: The Premier's statement
does not disclose any urgency about the
question nor does it justify the suspension
of the Standing Orders for the purpose in-
dicated. I respeeifully move that your
ruling be disagreed with on the grounds that
I have indicated. I know what the Stand-
ing Order relating to this matter sets forth,
and T realise that the Government have on
their side of the House the statutory maj-
ority of 26 members. Still the matter is
not one of urgency.

Mr. Sampson: I second the motion,

Mr. Speaker: The member for Katanning
has taken exception to my ruling. Precisely

(ASSEMBLY.]

# smilar instance, on all fours with the
question before us, oecurred in 1911. Strange
to say it arose on the subject of a Redis-
tribution of Seats Bill. The then Premier,
Mr. Frank Wilson, moved—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as will enable the Redistribution of
Seate Bill to pass through its remaining stages
on this day.

That is precisely the same motion as that
moved by the Premier.

The Premier: And the then Premier was
in exactly the same position.

Mr. Thomsen: Did those stages, Mr.
Speaker, include the third reading?

Mr. Speaker: Yes, the remaining stages

Mr. Sampson: Was thar motion opposed?

Mr. Speaker: Of course it was opposed.

Mr. Bampson: Then it is proper for us
to oppose this motion.

Mr. Speaker: 1t was opposed on precisely
the same ground as the motion is being op-
posed this afternoon, and the same Standing
Orders were quoted in snpport of the Ob-
Jjeetions taken fo the motion. On that oe
easion the then Speaker quoted Redlich, a:
follows:—

The motion however well supported is bounc

to be of an urgent character; the practice of
the last 20 years—

That is, in the British Parliament.

—is fixed upon the requisite of urgenecy ang
interpreted the right to move in a reatrictivi
gense. It is true that the urgency of the mat
ter which forms the occasion for the motiox
is not taken too literally; it is enough tha
the mover considers his subject to be urgent
and i3 able to give it a plausible appearanci
of wurgency, provided always that the natur
of the subject is not of such a kind as plainl
to make such a deseription an abuse o
language.

Fallowing that precedent, and following th
precedents set by this Chamber itself, I hav
ruled the motion in order. I have objected
of course, to the statements made by the hon
member and L wish to make the eorrectio
s0 that it shall not go forth into print tha
on the ¢uestion of urgency 1 am guided onl
Ly the convenience of the Government. On
of the argumenis of the Premier in introduc
ing the measure was the urgency in gettin,
it transmitted fo another place before i
hecame too late in the session fo calmly cor
sider it. The desire was to avoid delay
that would follow in the natural course ¢
events.

Mr. Sampson: I wish to draw attentio
to one phase to which up to the present stag
there has been no reference. Tt is the pre
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tection that Standing Order 416 gives to the
minority in the House. [t is a fact that
if it were competent to carry a motion for
the suspension of the Standing Orders, o
so much of the Standing Orders as to enabie
certiain legislation to go through at one sit-
ting, it would be competent also to alter the
whole situation and in that way the min-
ority—which in this instance is the Opposi-
tion--would ko dcnied that protection given
to them by the Standing Orders. Thae
Standing Orders provide that the business
of the House shall be proceeded with by
stages, and in that way the Opposition are
able to advance arguments that they may
desire to sabmit. That is the only point
I desire to make, namely, that if the Stand-
ing Orders were not in existence, the min-
ority would he entirely at the mercy of the
ma jority.

The Premier: They are, and it must be
so. If the majority cared to adopt that
course, they could do if.

Mr. Sainpson: 1 realise that that is the
case within limits, but the Standing Orders
set out a certain procedure.

The Premier: There is no limit. Any
Government in power may snspend the
Standing Orders provided they have the
necessary majority, and they could do so
from the beginning to the end of the session.

Mr. Sampson: Mr. Speaker drew the at-
tention of the House to the phraseology of
Standing Order 416 regarding eases of ur-
gent necessity. There are some who dis-
agree with you, Mr, Speaker. They are ex-
pressing their disagreement in courfeous
terms, and in doing se wish to uphold the
principle which is the foundation of the
whole of the procedure of Parliament,
namely, that there shall be certain protection
afforded to the minority in regard to matters
of constitntional importance when being
passed through their respective stages.

Hon, G. Taylor: There can be no two
opinions with reference to the Standing
Order referred to. Urgent necessity must be
the cardinal fealure, and the guestion that
eame up for the Speaker’s ruling in 1911
was different from the subject we are deal-
ing with this afterncon. The Redistribution
of Seats Bill in 1911 passed through its
second reading and Committee stage with
great difficulty and it reached the third
reading stage only after manv hours of
debate. At that time feeling ran so high
that the Opposition left the Chamber in dis-
gust at the manner in which the Govern-
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ment of the day had put the Bill through
Committes. To-day we have this urgen:
measuve, and it has been compared with the
Redistribution of Seais Bill of 1911; it is
in respeet of that, that you, Sir, based
your decis:un. We have jumped from item
No. 1 on the Notice Paper to item No. 16
so as to discuss this Bill. 1t has been on
the Notice Paper for over two months with-
out being discussed. Is that proof of ur-
gency? The proof of urgency lies in the
faet that theve are 26 members on the Gov-
ernment side of the House this afterncon.

The Premier: Quite so.

Hon. G. Taylor: That is beyond doubt
because we liave not discussed the matter for
over two months. It is the majority that is
present that has made it nrgent. I venture
to submit the opinion that the framers of
Standing Order 416 never anficipated such
an instance of nrgency. We have no hope;
the majority is there. All I wish to say
now is that if the opposition to this Bill
proves as disastrous to the present Govern-
ment as the 1911 Bill to the then Govern-
menf, the present Government will know all
about it.

Mr, Marshall: You will know all about
it, ton, from the prospectors and all those
chaps up therve who are withont a vote.

Mr. Hnghes: If T thought that the reason
aiven by you, Myr. Speaker, for your rul-
ing formed the basis of the ruling, I should
be obliged to vote against if, but I think
that, notwithstanding that the conclusion
you arvived at was wrong, I regard the rui-
ing as sound. It is not the first time that
we have had a sound ruling from wrong
reasons.

Mr. Richardson:
compliment.

Myr. Hughes: Surely, if it is found that
the representation of the House does not
give expression to the will of the people, it
is urgent that the matter should be recti-
fied forthwith, The spirit of the Constitu-
tion is that the franchise shall he so ar-
ranged that the two Houses of Parliament
shall give expression to the will of the peo-
ple. If it is found that the franchise is so
arranged that it prevents that expression be-
ing given, it becomes something in direct
opposition to the spirit and the letter of the
Constitution. If we find that our method of
electing members to the Houses of Parlia-
ment is eontrary to the Constitution, it be-
comes an urgent matter to put it right
forthwith, When a Bill i5 brought down to
amend the Constitution in respeet of one

That is a left-handed
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House or the other, members on the Opposi-
tion side are not obliged to call for a divi-
ston. The Speaker has to satisfy himself
that there are 26 members present who are
prepared to vote, in which event the divi-
sion bells need not be rung. I did not hear
any voice eall for a division and the seeond
reading could have been taken as having
been endorsed unanimously.

Myr. Thomson: Do you resally think it
was?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
division.

Mr. Hughes:
division.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell :
a division,

Mr, Hughes: The point I wish to make is
that if it is found that the laws are not giv-
ing effect to the spirit of the Constitution,
it becomes an urgent matter to reetify the
laws forthwith.

Mr. Richardson: But there is no Legis-
lative Council election until next May
twelve months.

Mr. Hughes: We are not concerned with
the Upper Honse.

Several Members: But this Bill deals with
the Upper House.

Ar. Hughes: T am aware of that, but the
point I wish to make is that the matter is
urgent and it should be put into effect im-
mediately. 1 agree that there should be a
redisiribution of seats. It makes demoe-
racy a farce when you give an adult a vote
and make that vote equal to 50 others. That
is burlesquing democracy. If a motion were
brought down

Mr. Speaker: Order! The hon. member
cannot discuss re-distribution of seats.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: A motion
brought down on that snbject.

Mr. Hughes: No. It would 'not be
right, Mr. Speaker, for any member who is
satisfied that this is a matter of urgency to

Buat we had :
There was no eall for a

There must be

was

vote that wyour ruling be disagreed jwith

simply because one of the reasons given does
not meet with his approval. If it were
merely a question of sniting the conveni-
ence of 26 members, T would vote with the
Leader of the Country Party. As I am
satisfied that the Bill is urcent and that
the proposed suspension is in conformity
with the Standing Orders, I shall vote
against his motion.

Mr. Angelo: A little while back, Mr.
Speaker, you quoted from a debate which
took place in 1911. You pointed out that a
precedent had been established there. I

[ASSEMBLY.]

wonld, however, like to bring before you
this point, that the iwo cases are not at all
similar. I have here the Notices and Orders
of the Day for the sitting of the 13th Janu-
ary, 1911. In passing I may point vat that
the session had then reached January,
whereas we are only in November. In the
former ease, therefore, there may have been
some reason to claim that urgency existed.

The Premier: Nof necessarily. That ses-
sion c¢nuld have gone on from January to
June.

Mr. Angelo: Why cannot this one?

The Premier: The fact of the time being
January did not make that matter any more
urgent.

Mr. Angelo: The Orders of the Day for
the 13th January, 1911, began as follows:—

1, Annual Estimates. 2, Redistribution of

Seats Bill, second reading.
On that oceasion the Bill came in ihe usual
order of procedure. In this instance, how-
ever, we have jumped from No, 1 to No, 16.
That is why I submit the two cases are not
similar at all.

The Prewnier: That has no hearing what-
cver on the question,

Mr. Angelo: Certainly it has.

The Premier: The Bill is on the Orders
of the Day, whether sceond or sixteenth.

Mr. Angelo: The Premier seems to forget
that there is an inevitable gradualness about
legislation, There is the first reading, the
seeond reading, the Committee stage, and
the third reading. These various stages are
for the purpose of affording members the
opportunity of considering the subjeet of
a Bill from every point of view and thereby
enacting leuislation heneficial to the State.
Had the Premier told us fhrough the usual
channel of the Notice Paper that this Bill
was coing to be disenssed straight away at
to-dav's sitting, we would probably have
been able to consider our various points
either for or against the measure; but we
have had no opportunity at all.

The Premier: The Leader of the Country
Party said yvou had had foo much oppor-
tunity.

Mr. Aneelo: The Bill is suddenly brought
forward.

The Premier: Suddenly after two months!

Mr. Angelo: Some members of the Cham-
her are absent, having been ahsolutely mis-
led by the Notice Paper, They thonght that
the Tistimates were to be considered, and
that 15 other matters would receive atten-
tion hefore this Bill. But then the Premier
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comes along and says, “The Constitution
Act Amendment Bill is a matter of
urgency.” In the course of his speech he
added that some of Ms Ministers were to
be away. I bave to vote against you, Mr,
Speaker, on this oecasion.

My, Speaker: I do not wish to eater into
a debate with any other member of the
House, but 1 desire that certain matters
shonld be put aceurately before the public.
In the first place, this case is precisely on
all fours with the case [ cited from “Han-
sard” of 1911,

The Premier: That case ocenrred in Janu-
ary, and that is the only difference.

Mr. Speaker: It was towards the close of
the session; and, similarly, it has been urged
that this too might be considered a matter
of urgeney, and accordingly the consent of
ihe House has heen songht to the suspen-
sion of the Standing Orders, with a view
to the consideration of this Bill being com-
pleted to-day. Tt would he an abuse of lan-
zuage to say that there is or ought to be a
full attendance of members at all timea.
The urgenev eonsists in the fact that the
Bill might be indefinitelv delayed while
waiting for the requisite number of mem-
bers able to vote one way or the other.
That, to my mind, is a matter which con-
stitntes something like urgeney, at all
events. I have quoted the precedent, and
T have quoted anthorities as to not inter-
preting “urgent necessity” toe literally.
Therefore T feel justified in giving the
ruling T have given. The question now is
that my ruling be disagreed with.

Mr. Thomson: May I reply, Mr. Speaker?

Mr. Speaker: There is a question before
the House. The hon. member has spoken te
it.

The Premier: The hon. member may not
reply.

Mr. Thomson: I would like your ruling,
Sir, ander Standing Order 79.

Mr. Speaker: This is a new point of
arder.

The Premier: There is no right of reply.

Mr. Thomson: Is not there a Standing
Order giving the right of reply when a
motion to disagree with the Speaker’s rul-
ing has been moved?

Mr. Speaker: Not on a mofion of this
kind.

Mr. Thomson: Very well, Sir.
naerely asking for your ruling.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member is an old
enongh Parliamentarian to know that Stand-

I was
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ing Order 79 does not bear npon this matter
at all, that it preseribes the usual, routine,
daily Dbusiness when the House is in
sesgion. - The Standing Ovders equally
make provision for extraordinary or urgent
occagions. The question is that the
House disagree with my ruling.
Question put and negatived.

[Debate resumed.]

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [6.9]: [
regret that the Clovernment are endeavouring
to pass a motion for the suspension of the
Standing Orders in this manner. I know
they ean carry the motion, but L have just
been reading some of the remarks made by
vou, Mr. Speaker, in 1911, whieh, though
of great interest, | do not propose to quote.
To my mind a highly dangerous precedent
is being created—dangerous in this respeet,
that we bave suddenly jumped over the
wlhole of the business on the Notice Paper
np to Ordor of the Tlay No. 16, bave passed
the second reading of the Bill, pushed it
through Commiitee, and are now ahout to
suspend the Standing Orders so that the
third reading may he carried. Such a prin-
ciple 15 one to which I must take exception.
The Government, no doubt, bave the neces-
sary majority to earry the suspension of the
Standing Orders. However, we are entitled
to voice our objections. T respectfully sub-
mit that the rontine of business is distinetly
laid down hy Standing Order 79. The House
is to proceed euch day in the following rou-
tine:—First, presentation of petitions;
second, giving of notices of meotion; third,
questions upon notice; fourth, motions and
QOrders of the Day, or vice versa, as set down
on the Notice Paper. I respectfully contend
that the object of that order is to regulate
the conduet of business here. My reason for
objecting to the suspension of the Standing
Orders is made in exactly the same spirit
as animated the present occupants of the
Ministerial bench when they put up their
strenuous ficht of 1911, On that occasion
the suspension of the Btanding Orders was
sought not for the purpose of ecarrying a
Bill throngh second reading, Committee, and
third reading, but only for the purpose of
adopting the report of Committee.

The Minister for Railways: That motion
referred to “all remaining stages.”

Mr. THOMSON: I have read the debate

myself, but I am not going to take up time
by reading it to the Honge.
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The Premier: It was a very interesting
debate.

Mr. THOMSON: It was. Unfortunately
the preseni Premier did not fake part in it.
I anxiously looked to see what he had had
to say.

The Premier: I think I was ordered ont
the day before that debate took place.

Mr. THOMSOXN: On that occasion some
highly pertinent remarks were made by you,
Mr. Speaker, and by other members then
sitting in Opposition. I feel it my duty to
protest now on exactly the same grounds as
maoved the Opposition of that day to protest
strongly nguinst a snspension of the Stand-
ing Orders for the purpuse of putting
through the Redistribution of Seats Bill
That Bill, however, had been under consid-
eration for months, In the present instance
there is no such unrgency, and T oppose the
Premier’s motion.

HON. & TAYLOR (MMt. Margaret)
[6.12]: T see little purpose in confinuing
the debate, as the numbers are against us.
Still, it is unwise for the Government to
make nze of their majority, sinee that ma-
jority is here only on special oceasions to
let vs know its full weight. I fail to see
the urgeney for transmitting this Bill to
anonther place. In my opinion the course
proposed cannot he justified by a comparison
with the procedure adopted for the Redis-
tribution of Seats Bill of 1911. By no
streteh of imagination ean the present pro-
posal be justified on those lines. I hope the
motion will not be pnt to a vote. The Pre-
mier shonld consider the protest which has
heen made, and act in the way that is wise
for the sake of good government of the
State and of good feeling in this Chamber.
So far as the session has gone, we have done
good work, and done it with more expedition
and less waste of time than T have ever
known during my membership of the House.
It is now early in November, and our Notice
Paper is in a better condition than it has
been duaring December in other sessions.
The Premier knows that as well as I do. I
sincerely trust the motion will not be pressed
to o division.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [6.13]: 1
support the Premier’s motion, and for the
reasons which have been outlined by the
hon. gentleman. The Government have 2
policy, and they have a majority, The
Standing Orders exist only for a eertain pur-
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pose. If the Government have a majority
and secure the suspemsion of Standing
Urders, a Bill can be disposed of in one
day’s sitting. We have passed this Bill
through the second reading and Committee
stages.

Mr. Thomson: All in one day.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: If the idea of the
Opposition is not io pass the Bill, they
should have oppesed the second reading. I
see no advantage whatever that is to be
gained from delay. Many precedents have
been referred to. As the Premier says, it
is a matter of public importance that Minis-
ters shoul? visit the various agriculfural
gshows and see the country. As the repre-
sentative of an agricultural distriet, I am.
most anxious that members of the Ministry,
and the Premier himself if possible, should
see what my distriet ean produce in the way-
of wool, timber, fruit and so forth.

Sifting suspended from 6,15 to 7.30 p.m,

Mr.. J. H. SMITH : Before tea 1 was en-
deavouring to support the Premier in his
motion for the suspension of Standing
Orxders, on the justification of the urgency
and importance of the Premier or one of
his Ministers attending eountry shows. The
Leader of the Opposition has said that the
place for a member of Parliament is in the
Chamber, not attending agricultural shows.
But I point out that the Leader of the Op-
position is certainly inconsistent in that re-
speef, since he himself attends agrieultural
shows, as indeed does every nther member.
I do not know whether ar not the Premier
was throwing bouquets when he said Minis-
ters go to some electorates where they have
no chanee of winning seats. 1 assume he
was referring to Nelson. However, my con-
stituents expect to see the Premier or a
wiember of the Ministry at their agricultural
show. Moreover, it i= essential that Minis-
ters should make themselves conversant with
all parts of the State and with all the vari-
ous indunstries, I will support the Premier
in his motion that the Standing Nrders be
suspended.

MR. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narro-~
gin) [7.33]: I oppose the motion. I eannot
onderstand why the Government, at such
short notice, should have lifted this measnre
from No. 16 on the Notice Paper to No. 1.
If it were proposed that the Standing
Orders should be suspended in order to per-
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mit of the passage of a Bill for a redis-
tribution of seats, I could understand it.
But we are 18 months distant from the next
Legislative Council elections, and so there
is no urgency for dealing with this measure;
in faet, it could yvery well be left until after
the elections and so give the people an op-
portunity for pronouncing uwpon it. The
Goveinment have ventilated it each session
during the lite of this Parliament; indeed,
if has been brought forward on cceasions for
many years past. We have just passed one
Legislative Council eleciion, and it will be
18 months before we have another. In the
meantime the electors will have to elect a
new Assembly. 1f the democratic spirit be
really alive, they should bhave an opportun-
ity to pronounce on thizs measure. In that
event, possibly, an improved Bill would he
passed by the next Assembly., It is not
right that a dying Assembly should
alter the franchise for another place
for which there can be no elections during
the next 18 months; but there is urgent
necessity for an equitable redistribution of
the seats in this Chamber, before we go to
the country. Turning to figures that have
been quoted several times this session, we
find that the member for Menzies represents
324 electors, that there are in Mt. Leonora
763 electors, and in Hannans 893 electors,
whereas the average number of electors in
the agricultural electorates is between 4,000
and 5,000, whilst in the metropolitan area
the member for Canning represents 14,603
electors, and the member for Leederville well
over 11,000 electors. So, if the Government
had moved the suspension of the Standing
. Orders with a view to appointing an inde-
pendent tribunal to earry out a redistribu-
tion of seats on a fair basis, the motion
would have had my support. As it is, T op-
pose the motion before us, and hope the
Government will not proceed with it. If
they do proceed with it I hope they will
adopt the suggestion of the member for
Guildford who, by interjection, said that
with this Bill out of the way the field wounld
be clear for a redistribution of seats.

Mr. Panton: He said nothing of the sort.
He said the fate of the Bill would decide
his attitude towards a rtedistribution of
seats. :

Mr. [I. B. JOHNSTON: Then let me
suggest that with this measure ont of the
way the Government should take action to
get the Assembly seats put upon a proper
hasis through a redistribution by an inde-
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pendent tribunal, so that when we go to the
country the electors will have a fair chanee
to pronounce their verdict on the actions of
this Parliament. I know the Government
have never feared the opinion of the people,
and I say it would be an excellent thing to
have a redistribution of seats. In faet, it
seems to me to be lowering democratie gov-
ernment to go to the country on the existing
boundaries, so properly condemned when
introduced in 1911 and which, ever since
then, have been getting worse and worse
through the unfortunate decline of the gold-
fields.

Question put and a division taken, with
the following result:—

Aves .. . B
Noes .. . .. 18
Majority for .. 9
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lutey
Mr. Chesson Mr. Matrahall
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. McCallum
Mr. Collier Mr. Milllngton
Mr. Corboy Mr. Munale
Mr. Coverley Mr. Panton
Mr. Cunbningham Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Heron Mr, J. H. EmIith
Miss Holman Mr. Troy
Mr, Hughes Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr. W. D. Johnsop Mr, Willcock
Mr, Kennedy Mr. Withers
Mr, Lambert Mr. Wilson
Mr. Lamond (Teller.)
Nogs.
Mr. Angelo 8ir James Mitchall
Mr, Browa Mr, SBampson
Mr. Davy Mr. J. M, Smith
Mr. Donton Mr. Stubbs
Mr, George Mr, Taylor
Mr. Griffithas Mr. Teesdals
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr. Thomesn
Mr, Lindeay Mr. C. P. Wansbrough
Mr. Maley Mr. Richardean
) {Telier.)
Mr. SPEAKER: The guestion is resolved

in the affirmative by an absolute majority.
Question thus passed.

Third Reading.
THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—
Boulder) [7.40]: I move—
That the Bili be now read a third time.
Question put and a division taken with
the following result:—
Ayes .
Noes

Majority for

< B8
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AYES,
Mr. Angwin 1 Mr. Lamond
Mr, Chesson Mr. Lutey
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Marshall
Mr. Collier © Mr, McCallum
Mr. Corboy i Mr., Millington
Mr. Coverley | Mr. Munsie
Mr, Cunningham Mr, Panton
Mr. Heron Mr. Sleeman
Miss Holman Mr, Troy
Mr. Hughes Mr. A, Wansbrough
Mr. W. D. Johnson Mr. Willcock
Mr, Kennedy Mr., Withera
Mr. Lambert Mr. Wilson
(Teller.)
Noes,
Mr. Angelo Mr. Sampson
Mr. Brown Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Davy Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Denton Mr. Stubbs
Mr, George Mr, Taylor
My, Qrifiths Mr. Teesdale
Mr. B. B, Johoston Mr. Thomson
Mr. Lindsay Mr, C. F. Wansbrough
Mr. Maley Mr. Ricbardson
fir James Mitchell (Teller,)

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is resolved
in the affirmative by an absolnte majority.

Question thus passed.

Rill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couneil.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED FROM
COUNCIL,

1, Industries Assistance Act Continuance,
2, City of Perth Act Amendment.
Withont amendment.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1926-27.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 4th November;
Lntey in the Chair.

Mr.

Department of Chief Secretary (Honm.
Jd. M. Drew, Minister; Hon. 8. W. Munsie,
Honorary Minister, in charge of the Votes).

Vote—Chief Secretary, £16058 (partly
considered) :

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [7.48]:
Does the Minister intend to speak?

The Premier: Talk if you want to talk;
there has been a debate on this for hours.

Mr. THOMSON: It is usual for a Minis-
ter to introduce the Fstimates,
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The Premier: If you want to talk, go
on with it. You are not going to force
a Minister to speak. We are not going to
be instruected by you.

Mr. THOMSON: The procedure has
been that the Minister in charge of the votes
has introduced the Estimates, but in this
instanee we have not been told what the
various departments are doing. Members
would be in a much better position to dis-
cuss the Estimafes under the jurisdiction
of the Chief Secretary if the Minister made
& statement. A considerable number of de-
partments are administered by the Chief
Secretary. Oune is the Fisheries Depart-
ment from which the estimated revenue this
vear is £11,000, whereas last year we re-
ceived £20,585 for an expenditure for a
little over £3,000. One could wish that we
obtained as good a return for our expendi-
ture in other direetions. I wish to present
to the Committee a phase that has not pre-
viously been discussed. I consider that the
present Government as well as the previous
Government have been somewhat remiss in
having made no attempt io establish the
fishing industry, beyond giving some assist-
ance to returned soldiers at Shark Bay.
When T was in the Old Country four years
ago I was approached by a number of
fishermen who were desiroys of wmigrating
to Australia. Turing the war the fishermen
of Great Britain performed valuable ser-
vice. They were the men who were called
upon by the Tmperial Government to enter
the dangerous ealling of mine sweeping
and submerine destroying. It is remarkable
that in the whole of our migration schemes,
so far as I can pather, neither here nor in
any other part of the Commonwealth has
any endeavour been made to encourage the
immigration of such men. A preat majority
of the men engaged in the fishing industry
in Weatern Australia particolarly are what
are commonly known as “dagos.” TIf we
become embroiled in trouble with some other
nation we know that we have amongst ns
men possessing a knowledge of our coast,
a majority of whom might not be sympa-
thetic towards ws. I do not wish te speai
derogatively of the men who follow this
calling, bnt some scheme could and should
be propounded to encourage the migratinn
of men and women born and bred in the
industry in Great Britain. T# sach people
were anconurared to come here and engage in
fishing thev would prove to be very usefnl
sottlers. They wounld he nseful! from their
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practical knowledge of fishing and fish enr-
ing, and if we became involved in trouble
with any other country, we know {rom ths
service of men of the same iype during the
great war Lhat they would be of immenase
assistanee to us. I urge the Government to
consider a scheme to bring out men of this
class, 1 went to the trouble of preparing
considerable data and the Chiet Inspector
of Fisheries, Mr. Aldrieh, expressed himselt
sympatheticc. He was only too willing tv
give all the information available, but neither
from the State nor from the Commeonwealth

was much encouragement forthcoming. The
proposal is well worth eonsidering. New

Zealand has been obtaining parties of crot-
ters from the Old Country. 'The ex-Agent
General, Sir James Counolly, submitied a
similar proposal, but nothing came of it.
The present system is not satisfactorv, but
if we are able to derive from it a revenu~o
exceeding £20,000, a proper secheme wonld
lead to much enhanced returns besides en-
guring a much needed commeodity of fool
for the people in the conntry as well as in
the eity. The price of fish iz high. The
nrevious Labour Government established
State fish shops, which were not very sue-
eossful. In New South Wales State trawlers
were nperated with very little snecess. Ttisa
remarkable faet that when those trawlers
were sold to private enterprise, they imme-
diately hecame a highly profitable asset anil
the community were supplied with fish at a
much cheaper rate than that which obiained
previously. The fishing industry in Western
Anstralia has not been snfiiciently exploiteil.
I commend to the Government the sugees-
tion to introduce fishermen from the Ol
Country. Tf this were done and thev were
given sufficient encouragement, there wonl!
be no doubt of our ability to ohtain the
richt type of men. T discusced the matter
with gentlemen in Seotland and when the
scheme was outlined in the Press, a little
sooner than T had hoped for. thev wore
deluged with applications from people de-
sirous of coming here and engaging in the
industry. We could have no better class of
migrant than the Scottish fisherman. The
reason that our fishing enterprises in Shark
Bay and clsewhere failed was that they were
undertaken by men who had not a thorough
knowledge of the industry. Tn the 01d Coun-
try there are fishing eommunities who have
followed the industry from generation to
generation. The scheme is a sound one and
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in the interests of the State and of the Com-
monwealth it should be embarked upon.
Migrants of this type would be able to dis-
place the foreigners who are at present en-
gaged in the industry. I now wish to refer
particularly to the State Labour Bureau.
L see that the sum of £2,800 is set down for
salaries for the secretary and clerks, and for
vontingeneies, travelling expenses, telephone,
faves, ete. I wish to voice may protest against
this expendilure in any department that is
ntilised for the purpose of compelling men
to join a union whether they like it or not.
The (Government poliey is one of preference
io unionists, and compulsion. The stats-
ment has appeared in the public Press that
an organiser of the A W.U. is always at the
clbow of those who want work., Tt is said
that on one ocension this organiser de-
manded that a man should produce his
union ticket. There was a certain amount
of trouble Between the two men, and T do
not know whether the man who wanted work
was able to get it. Tt is not a funetion of
the Government to insist upon this kind of
thing. Tt is not fair on their part. We hear
a great deal about government by the people
for the people. That is all very well in
theory, but it has not heen put into praectice
iy the Government in respect to this de-
partment. Tt has been admitted by Ministers
that no man ecan get & job on any Govern-
ment work unless he possesses a union
ticket.

The Premier: That statement is not eor-
rect. It has heen denied a hundred times.

Mr. THOMSON: Tt is correct with va-
evard to this bureau. We know from the
statements that have been made in the Press
that men munst prodnee their union tickets.

The Premier: We have had a lot of garb-
age about that.

Mr. THOMSON : The Premier is an auth-
crity on political garbage.

The Premier: You know your statement
i= not ecorrect.

My, THOMSON: If T were the Premier
T wonld feave all that alone. 1 am dealing
with faets. No one can get employment on
a Government ufility unless he possesses a
union ticket.

The Premicer: That is inecorrect.

AMr. THOMSON : The Premier knows that
is the poliev of the Government.

The Premier: Preference to wnionists.
Mr. THOMSON: The State Labour Bur-
eau is supposed to be open to all. It is
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open to all to make application for employ-
ment there, but a man cannot get work
without a union ticket.

The Premier: You know that is absolutely
incorrect.

Mr. THOMSON : I know it is eorrect. 1
take strong exception to any Government
office being ntilised for such a purpose.
What would the Premier say if the Country
Party were in power, and we were to lay it
down as a condition that no man could get
ewployment or have his goods carried on
the railways unless he belonged to the Pri-
mary Producers Association? I am sure
the Premier would be the first man to rise
in righteous indignation agamst such a pro-
posal. .

The Premier: Of course I would.

AMr. THOMSOXN: I am entitled fo voice
a strong probest against this action on the
part of the Government. By legislation the
Government have tried to eliminate all xe-
gistry offices, where no questions are asked
and a certain fee is charged. The State
Labour Bureau was established allegedly in
the interests of men who want work, and
yet they ave denied the right to get work
because of the policy of the Government as
to preferenee to unionists. No Government
should force their views upon the people in
this way. I am sorry I have not had the op-
portunity of hearing the Honorary Minister
speak generally on these Estimates.

MR. GRIFTITHS (Avon )[3.7]: I con-
gratulate the Honorary Minister upon his
recovery, and hope that he is now quite well
again. I also have to thank him for the
assistance he has rendered to several strug-
gling hospitals in my eleciorate, and for
what he has done for the Kellerberrin, Wea-
tonia, and Merredin hospitals. When the
war was raging it was found as a result of
the examination of recruits that many minor
defeets existed amongst aduits. This leads
one to the question of the advisalility of
more medieal examinations heing made of
children when at school. The collated figures
of such examinations in other parts of the
world are very startling. I vecuntiy had a
letter from Canada which stated that medi-
cal examinations had been conducted in the
schools of 19 rural distriets. In all alout
39,000 children were examined. Of these
32,000 were found to be defective in some
way or other, which meant that only 7,000
of them were sound.

[ASSEMBLY.]

M. Teesdale: Were thess State school
hildren?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: They werz children
sttending country schools. 1 kvuw the Hon-
orary Minister takes a deep interest in wel-
fare purses and sehool nurses, and in the
bealth and physical standard of the ehild-
ren. Qut of 32,000 defective children it wus
found that 1,743 were suffering from mal-
nutrition; 351 were mentally deficiens; 2,331
were suffering from defective vision; 318
suffered from defeetive hearing; 738 were
suffering from nasal growths; 3,777 were
suffering from goitre; 10,093 were suffering
from defective teeth; 24,995 were suffering
from adenoids; 7,560 had enlarged tonbsils;
and 2,424 were suffering {rom enlarged
glands. In Canada the sysiem of school
nursing, following up the medical examina
tions, was inaugurated, and a marked im-
provement soon beeame appsarent by the
bright intelligence displayed by the echild-
ren. In the case of enlarged glands, it is
believed that with many children this is the
beginning of econsumption, but if the com-
plaint is taken early the danger is obviated.
I eommend these figures to the attention of
the Honorary Minister. He may be fully
aware of them and of the defects that exist
amongst our school children. We should
think about these things, and help in any
way that we can.

"MR. MANN (Perth) [8.12]: It is my
duty to bring before members eertain mat-
ters ¢onnected with the administration of the
State Labour Bureau. During the winter,
when wark was scaree, some hundreds of
men were looking for work.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Are you {vying to
make yourself popular with the unem-
ployed ?

Mr. MANN: I will not be prevented from
putting forward the facts, which are already
known to the Honorary Minister. The only
work of any importaunce that was offering
was Government work. The Government
policy was preference to unionists. The re-
sult was that the non-unionists were unable
to get empioyment. Men with union tickets
were picked up, and, if they obtained work
for a month or twe, they were picked up
again beforc the non-unionists had time in
which to earn enocugh to cnable them to buy
a unionist ticket. There were seores of men
anxious to join a union, but they had not
sufficient means with which to purchase their
tickets. The Premier has stated that every
man is entitled to employment irvespective
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of whether he is a unionist or not. That is
all right so far as casual work with private
employers goes. If a private employer sends
te the bureau for a man there is not the same
strictness enforced with regard to unionists
as there is in the case of a Government pick-
up. In the case of a Government pick-up
there is always present a representative of
the Australian Workers' Union to see that
none but those who have union tickets are
picked up. That is the poliecy of Lhe Gove-
ernment, and I suppose we have to aceept

it. It was pretty hard upon seores of mar- .

ried men who attended the bureau week after
week, but were unable to get enough money
with which to purchase the necessities for
their families, ¥urthermore, men were com-
pelted to come in from the country and at-
tend at the Labour Bureaun, in order to get
work which took them back $o the country.
This brought scores of men to the city whe
would otherwise have stayed away. Men
would have been prepared to tramp to an-
other job in the country and take the risk of
getting on there, but if they did so they were
told they would have to ge to the Labour
Bureau in Perth for the pick-up. It has been
said that some gangers and overseers do not
always piek up men at the buresu. In one
_ instanee & man wag told that before he could
be picked up, it was necessary for him to go
to the bureaun. I think the Government might
well consider a readjustment of their policy
regarding the administration of the Labour
Bureau, so that men in the country may be
picked up for country work. One man told
me of his experience. He was tramping
through the Northam distriet and heard that
men were being picked up for work at Chid-
lows Well. He went there and saw the
ganger who told him that he would have to
go to Perth, as the men were being picked
up there. He went to Perth, and thus became
added to the already large number of unem-
ployed in the city.

The Premier: Do yon think it is always
safe to aceept ex-parte statements as being
correct

Mr. MANN: No, it is not.

The Premier: When we investigate such
eases, more than half of them are found to
be not true.

Mr. MANN: One should not accept ex-
parte statements, but when a man approaches
you with faets and dates and reasons
for his actions, you are bound to aecept his
statements. I know there are any number of
men who attend the Labour Bureau and are
quite satisfied to register there and to collect
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the dole from the Charities Diepartment. On
the other hand there are scores of men at-
tending the Labour Bureau who want work
and are unable to get it. I have to say in
favour of the officer controlling the bureau,
that he administers it in a sympathetic man-
ner. On every occasion I have asked him to
provide fares for men to go to work in the
country he has dome so. On one occasion he
agreed to my request, although the man eon-
cerned had had a ticket a month before.
The officer gave him the additional ticket in
order to enable him to get out of town. I
ask the Government to give consideration to
the position of those who are not fortunate
enough to have a union ticket and thus are
not able to get a job. Men are forced to go
to town to be picked up, although they could
have been picked up for the jobs in the
eountry.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: That is not so.

Mr. MANN: It is so, and I can give the
Honorary Minister particulars regarding the-
jobs for which men had to come to Perth
irom the country and then go back to work
in the ecountry.

The Premier: They say that.

Mr. Mann: 1t may suit the Premier fo-
take that view of the position now, but T am -
convineced he knows in his heart that poliecy
was a mistake.

The Premier: 1 do not. Whenever fresh
work was ecommenced in the country, a per-
centage of the unemployed in the country
district were given employment.

Mr. Thomson: Not always.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Yes, always.

The Premier: Those were the instructions
at any rate.

Mr, Thomson:
myself.

Mr. MANN: Of course it conld not be so,
because men were picked up in the city for
eountry work. Eighty per cent. of the men
who were sent ont for the Narrogin-Dwarda
railway construction work and for the dupli-
cation of the line between Perth and Nor-
tham were picked up from the city.

The Premier: But men in the loecality
were employed as well.

Mr. MANN: That has not been my ex-
perience,

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Did you go out to
the jobs to see whether only men who had
been picked up at the bureau were working
on these jobs?

Mr. MANN: Of course I did not.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Of course not. Had
vou done so you would have found out

I know of some incidents



2026

that men bad been picked up in the country
for the job,

Mr. Thomson: Not in all instances.

Hon. S. W, Munsie: Perhaps not in one
or two instances, but generally speaking,
that is so.

Mr. MANN: I had so much to do with
the unemployed during the winter months
that T had to see the Premier on more than
one ocecasion. On the facts T was able to
put before him, the Premier was sympathetic
and did his best to find work, particularly
when the position was most acute.

The Premier: From the Government’s own
standpoint it would be ridiculous to force
men to come to Perth to get work in the
country, If we sent out 200 and another 200
came in, it would make the position im-
possible. The sitnation by that method
would be made no better, and it would be
foolish from the Government's standpoint.

Mr. MANN: That is what happened.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Tt did not happen.
What is the good of saying that?

The Premier: There may have been one
or two instanees, but it did not happen gen-
erally.

Mr. MANN: Naturally a man would not
take on clearing or work on farms, when he
could get 2 44-honr week and better condi-
tions on Government work.

The Premier: That was not the point
you were making.

Hon. §. W, Munsie: You can go on that
point if you like.

The Premier: But that is not the point
you were making at the time.

Mr. MANN: In order to get Government
work, it was necessary to come to Perth.

The Premier: No.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Not at all.

Mr. MANN: T shall be pleased to hear
the Minister give particulars to show that
what T say is not correct.

The Premier: What about the Esperance
job?

Mr. MANN: Of counrse, the Government
eould not take men from Perth for that job,
seeing that there were so many men out
of work in the goldfields area.

The Premier: Then there was the Den-
mark extension, as well as the Dwarda rail-
way.

Hon. J. Cunningham: On all public
works and railways, the policy has been as
the Premier suggests.

Mr. MANN: Men went from here for
work on the Denmark linel
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Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Yes, because there
were not enough men there,

The Premier: The hon. member must
koow that in some cases, these men draw
their cheques and then come to Perth for
a holiday. When their money gives out,
they look around for work and when asked
why they were in town, they say they had
to come to town to get work.

Hon. J. Cunningham: They pulled the
wool over the bon. member's eyes!

Mr. MANN: It is apparently easy for
the Premier to satisfy his mind to-night.

(M:. Panton took the Chair.]

The Premier: The men come here to
spend a few weeks’ holiday and then make
this explanation, when they are asked as to
their presence in town.

My. MANN: If the Premier is in power
next winter, I believe the Labour Bareau
will be conducted along different lines, be-
cause his experience this winter has taught
him that it is necessary to have a change.

The Premier: No.

Mr, MANN: Having ventilated these
grievances in connection with the Lahour
Burean, I will not take up any further time
of the House but will deal with other mat-
ters when we come to the items.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle} [8.22]: It
the Honorary Minister intends to reply, I
hope he will give us some information as
to what is to be done regarding the allow-
ances for State childven. Some six or seven
years ago & Royal Commission sat to con-
sider the question and issued a recommen-
dation setting out that 12s. a week was a
reasonable payment for State children to
live on in those days. I would be pleased
if the Minister would tell us when some in-
erease in the rates is to be made. The
amount of 9s. a week on which a woman is
expected to smupport a State child, iz quite
inadequate. Further than that, if 2 woman,
who has several children and is in receipt
of an allowance, happens to do a little work,
her payments are cut down correspondingly
to what she has earned. The whole position
is wrong, and the Government should pro-
vide for an inerensed payment. If 12s. was
considered adequate six or seven years ago,
it should he realised that the cost of living
has gone up considerably since them, and
that therefore an inerease is overdue. As to
the State Lahour Bureau, I have to voice a
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grievance although it does not come within
the same category as that voiced by other
hon. members. During the past year the
State Labour Burean, instead of providing
work for men, has been the means of keep-
ing people out of work. It has been used
by pannikin bosses in the metropolitian area
for their own purposes. They have sent
men to the bureau on the understanding that
they could not secure jobs on the spot, but
would have to be picked up at the bureaun.
As soon as the backs of those men were
turned, the friends of the pannikin hosses
have been put on the jobs.

Mr, Mann, You are proviug my case!

Mr. SLEEMAX: In one iustancc at Fre-
mantle a erowd of men were told by the
pannikin boss that they ecould get work on
the job but would have to go to the burean
to be picked up. As soon as the men left, six
other men were put on. The next morning
the ecrowd weni down fo the job and were
inclined to kick up a fuss. They returned
to town to hold a protest meeting. The
result was that the foreman followed them
to town and, perhaps in order to pacify
them, picked up two or three men from the
crowd who were in the street. The crowd
held a meeting hurriedly and asked those
who bad been selected not to go to work
because the policy of the Government, so
they had been told, was to have men picked
up from the Lurean. The two or three men
concerned were loyal to their colleagues and
told the foreman that they would not start
work unless they were picked up from the
bureau. A few days afterwards the fore-
man went to the burean to pick up some
men and one of those who had been selected
in the street was offered by the officer in
charge of the bureaw. The foreman, how-
ever, stated that the man was no good to
him. In these eirenmstances it is clear that
that particular individual was ‘vietimised,
becanse he stood up for the rights advo-
cated by the (tovernment and by the balance
of his colleagues who said that they should
be picked up from the bureau.  Another
thing that happens at the burean is that a
man can register to-day and be picked up
to-morrow, notwithstanding that {forty or
fifty men may have been registered ‘for
weeks at the bureaun, looking for work each
day. In my opinion the bureav has ont-
lived its msefulness and no harm would be
done if we abolished it. Let us bave one
thing or the other. If we are to have the
bureau, let ns have it and let the policy be
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carried out properly. Recently I asked the
Minister for Works a question and I was
told by him it was the poliey of the Gov-
erntient to have men picked up through
the bureau. 1 was told that my suggestions
on that oecasion were ridiculous, partien-
tarly as I wns in daily touch with the un-
employed and should know the position.
On the other hand I say that the Minister’s
statement was ridiculous to the men who
know the faaots. I hope something will be
done in connection with the burean immedi-
ately. We do not want half and half
measures. [£ the burean were wiped out,
the men could be picked up on the job, and
they would know where they siood. Re-
garding the Old Men's Home, I asked a
guestion rvecently eoncerning that institution
and the Minister told me there was no
reason to doubt that the home was being
run equally well, if not better than it was
before the Government took office; in faet,
that some improvements had been made. I
believe that veply was ecorreet, but still
there is room for improvement. It seems
to me that while we are finding money for
expenditure in various ways not so land-
able as in the support of the Old Men's
Home, we are stinting the old ¢haps and not
giving them all that could be desired. I
spoke recently abont the old men driving the
voal drays. The member for Pilbara (Mr.
Lamond) and T visted the Old Men’s Home
vesterday and during the course of conversa-
tion the Master of the home told us that the
old men made iwo trips a day on two
davs a weck and he added: “For instanee,
the men are not out to-day.” Unfortun-
ately for the Master, Mr. Lamond and I
were detained at the home and about an
hour afterwards we saw the men driving
the eoal dray im through the gates of the
institution. Tt is ridiculous and a disgrace
for old men to be asked to cart coal from
the railway station. The old men get 3s.
per week for that, and the man who feeds
the horses gets 5s. There is enongh work
for the old men to do ahout the iustitution,
and ouiside lahour should be obiained for
the work of coal driving. T hope some
alteration will he made in this respect
promptly. Loading coal into drays throogh
the cold winter and the hot summer is not
suifable woric for these old men. I know
by sight the old man who was driving the
coal dray, and I believe he is next door to
an invalid. He should not be asked to do
this worle, The other day I referred to the
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“twopenny orderlies.” 1 made a mistake on
that oceasion and wish to correct it mow.
They are “thieepenny orderlies,” not “two-
penny orderlies,” They are known as ‘“‘two-
penny orderlies” and when 1 spoke of them
I referred to them as sueh, but did not mean
that they received twopence a day. I am
told that they get threepence. I say that
work is not suitable for the old men and
they should not be asked to do that work.

AMr, Clydesdale: They are able to work.

Mr., SLEEMAN: They should not be
asked to do il.

Alr. Clydesdale: There are several there
who are capable of working.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Then they should he
put out.

Mpr, Clydesdale: You try to put them out.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: No man there iy
doing another out of a job.

Mr. SLEEMAN: We are doing men out
of a job, and it is disgrace to keep on em-
ploying the old men on that work. I chal-
lenge the hon. member to deny that we saw
two old men loading a dray.

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: Why don’t you be
fair; you arc referring to the “twopenny”
orderlies.”

Mr. Clydesdale: Try to stop the old men
from working, and see how you get on.

Licut.-Colonel Denton: You will find a
lot of men from the Old Men’s Home work-
ing in the country.

Mr, SLEEMAN: They have no right to
be kept at the home if they are able-bodied
men.

Mr, Mann: If the hospital is overcrowded,
old men are sent down there during the eon-
valescent stage.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The men who are sent
down there for rest after having been in
hospital should not be given wood to chop.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Nothing of the kind;
stick to the truth.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The member for Perth
sunggested that men were sent down there
from the hospital, and he econtended that
they were able to do a little wotk.

Mr. Mann: Yes, after they had been built
up a little.

Mr. SLEEMAN: They will not be built
up by chopping down banksia by the side
of the river. They should not be asked to
do the work that they are doing, or to do
the work of the “threepenny orderlies,” or
even asked to load dravs. The whole husi-
ness should stand being inquired into, An-
other matter to which I wish to draw atten-
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tion is the fact that only four baths are pro-
vided for the whole of the “strong” ward.
There are between 300 and 400 men there,
and oaly tour baths are provided. If is
practically impossible for half that number
to get a bath. We can easily understand
that it takes some of these old men a long
time to have a bath, and therefore others
are kept waiting much longer than should
be the case. Then, again, there is no segre-
gation for those men who are suffering from
skin diseases. They are obliged to use the
same baths that are used by the healthy
men. Special baths should be set apart for
those suffering trom skin diseases and other,
complaints. There is also insufficient lava-
fory accommodation. We saw numbers of
men waiting for that accommodation. That
kind of thing should be altered also. We
were told while we were there yesterday that
there were complaints about the potatoes
that were sent down. Those in control of
the home protested against their being ob-
liged to take delivery of a quantity of pota-
toes that the Tender Board forced them to
accept.  The guality was neither fair nor
average, but the home was compelled to take
them. It is coming to a fine pass when those
who constitute the Tender Board can die-
tate to practical men, and compel them to
take food of this deseription that is of a
very inferior guality.

The Premier: I venture to say that not a
meber of the Tender Board saw those pota-
toes.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I was told that the mat-
ter was referred to the Tender Board, and
the Tender Board compelled the home to
take them.

The Premier: Certain standards of quality
are set out, and it is the duty of an officer
to see that the standard eomplies with the
tender. That should be the duty of the
master at the home.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The member for Pilbara
was with me at the time, and he ¢an support
me when 1 say we were told the potatoes
were forced upon the home. The master of
the home had to take them whether he liked
them or nat.

The Premier: You saw the master of the
home?

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, he showed us the
potatoes. The largest was the size of a mar-
hle, what T used to call a “big eyedrop.” I
am not exaggerating when I say that.

The Premier: It was the duty of the mas-
ter to complain to the authorities.
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Mr. Mann: Anyhow, it is wrong for mem-
bers to interview the head of an institution
like that.

Mr. SLEEMAN: We did not go there to
interview him; we went there to have a
look around, but he saw us and took charge
of us.

Mr. Mann: I suoppose he was afraid of
the spoons disappearing.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T don’t know about the
spoons, but as far as the forks are con-
cerned T would not have them in a black’s
camp in the bush. We are spending be-
tween £1,500 and £1,600 on an institution
like the Obsgervatory; we could easily
cut that out until we are able to provide
in a satisfaclory way for these old men.
I hope something will be done for them.

MR. MARSHALIL (Murchison) [8.36]: 1
wish to draw the attention of the Minister
for Health to the position that exists at
Wiluna, a mining centre that has made con-
siderable progress during the last 12 months,
There are quite a number of men working
there now and the hospital accommodation
is very poor. I drew attention to this on
the previous oceasion and I had to agree
with the Government that the time had not
arrived for the provision of anything that
would involve elaborate expenditure. To-
day, however, there are 120 men working
in that centre, and while there 1s always a
danger of a big accident, we know that it
is a common oceurrence for accidents of a
minor nature to happen almost every day.
All the accommodation that exists at the
present time is afforded in a shed which at
one time was known as the male ward. A
little over two years ago a cyclone passed
over that ecentre and wrecked the structure.
The greater part of it was carried away, but
a partition, six or eight feet high, was
erected in what was left, and in that way
male patients were separated from female
patients in the room that was left standing.
This partition. which is made of hessian,
has not even had a coat of whitewash or
kalsomine and does not reach the ceiling.
Hon. members are sufficientlv sober to un-
derstand how a woman would feel if she
were on one side of the hessian partition
and a strange male was on the other side.

Lient.-Colonel Denton: What would you
do?

Mr. MARSHATLL: T would want to con-
sider the faets before T did anvthing. On
several occasions the matron, out of pure
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decency, lias been compelled to leave her
room, which has been reconsiructed, and
give it up to a female patient whilst she
herself has slept in the open. 1 am bring-
ing this matter forward in the hope that
the Minister will take heed of what I am
saying, so that more humane conditions may
be made to prevail there. The population
has increased and there are many married
men there. The Minister, therefore, must
appreciate that this kind of thing cannot
last much longer. With the growth of the
mining, as well as the pastoral industry
there, many men are being employed and
they are taking their wives with them., The
time has arrived to provide hospital accom-
modation and also for the appointment of
a medical officer. T hope the Minister will
go into the matter thoroughly and do the
hest he can to assist the people in that iso-
lated centre. Wiluna is 820 miles from the
capital and is easily the furthest back town
from a eapital city in any part of the Com-
monwealth. When women are prepared fo
join their hushands in such isolated places
so far from ecivilisation, the Government
should treat them with some consideration
in the way of providing medieal facilities.
When speaking on the Address-in-reply
on the subject of allowances to State
children, the Premier interjected that he
proposed to inecrease that allowance. I
regret to say that the Estimates do not show
anv inerease. Tn all probability the Minis-
ter for Health may be able te justify the
Premier’s interjection of a few months back
and tell ns what is to be done in recard to
the allowances to women who have loat their
husbands, and chifdren who have lost their
fathers and are depending on the charity
of the State for their maintenance. Hom.
members will admit that 9s. a week is far
too low. I trust the Minister will consider
these few matters that T have brought under
his notice.

HON, . TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)
[8.57]: T do not wish to throw bouauets,
hat T must say that sinee the present Minis-
ter has heen in charae of the Health De-
partment he hags done onod work. When-
ever T have anproached him, and that has
not heen verv often, he has attended
promntly to the reguirements that T have
submitied. Tt is very diffienlt now in the
hack countrv. as the memher for Murehison
has nointed ont, with minine at such a com-

parativelv low ebh, to secure hospital ac-
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eommodation to the extent that was possible
in days gone by. The Minister, however,
has been very generous and I take this
opportunity of expressing my thanks.

HON, 8. W. MUNSIE (Honcrary Ain-
ister-——Hanpans [8.45]: I wish to reply
to onme or fwo erilicisms which have
been offered. The position in which 1 find
myself is rather peculiar, seeing that some
of the complaints refer to the Health Vote
and not to the Medical Vote. Therefore,
I am lumped, so to speak, with the Chief
Secretary, under whom the Medical Vote
comes. On this oceasion I shall not deal with
the Health Vote at all. I shall have some-
thing to =ay on it when it comes up in its
turn. The member for Murchison (Mr,
Marshall) spoke of the necessity for addi-
tional hospital accommodation at Wiluna.
The hon. member referred to the same sub-
ject on last year’s Estimates. I went into
the matter then, but found that the popula-
tion of Wiluna was very low in numbers, I
should like to see every outlying centre hava
hospital accommodation and medical atten-
tion if possible, but last year Wiluna was
not in such a pesition as to warrant an io-
crease of hospital accommodation. I do not
find that since then any definite request has
heen made to the Medieal Department for
further assistance at Wiluna. In view of the
statements made by the hon. member I shall,
however, go-into the question of additional
accommodation there.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: You have also
to see about a railway to Wiluna.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I am not dealing
with railwavs, We provide many hospitals
where there are no railways. As to station-
ing a medieal man at Wiluna, I am not the
only person who has a say in that matter.
First of all it is neeessary to find a medical
practitioner willing to go to Wiluna. The
Government have set up eartain conditions as
to the subsidising of medieal men. If a
medical man can be got for Wiluna under
thore ronditions—I am pleased to say they
have heen agreed to by the British Medieal
Association—T shall do my part in the mat-
ter. Now as to the eriticisms of the member
for Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman).  Prohably
there are at the 0ld Men’s Home some in-
mates deing work which should be done by
outziders, but I wish hon. members to realise
that no man at the 0l1d Men’s Home is asked
or forced to do anything at all. Any job
done by an inmate there is done of his own
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volition for the sake of a few shillings poee-
ket money. Moreover, it is to be borne in
mind that all the inmates arc not ‘old men.
I know one inmate who drove a cart for
eigut or nine months, and may still be driv-
ing it, and who is fairly nimble, but whose
physical condition is not such that he could
find employment outside.

My, Heron: I know of one inmate about
b3 years of age who is strong enough for
work.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: The inmate I re-
fer to cannot get work, and the Government
have no place to put him in except the Old
Men's Home. T admit that the home is not
all it ought to be; I wounld like to see it
in a better eondition. But T will say there
is not in the Commonwealth another institu-
tion for old men which compares with cur
lome for them: and I have seen all the in-
stitutions of the Lkind.

Ilon, Sir James Mitchell: Are the inmates
happy?

1Ton. 8. W, MUNSIE : They are as happy
a lot of 600 odd men as can be found any-
where. The greatest diffienlty, the worst
fenture, is the accommodation for invalids.

Myr. Sleeman: What about the accommo-
dation for inmates who are not invalids?

Hon. 8 W. MUNSIE: I admit that the
home is somewhat overerowded, but I am
endeavouring to get extensions made. The
cost of them is estimated at €9,000. A new
ward which has been in the air for seven
or eight vears is to be built. We have been
in eoffice 2% ycars, and the only reason why
we have nnt yet built it is that we have not
been able tn find the money.

Mr. Mann: I suppose that was the stumh-
ling block in the case of previous Govern-
ments.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Probably that i«
0.

Mr. Mann: They were sympathetic
enough, hut could not find the money.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSTE: Yes, and that is a
good reason. However, there are other in-
stitutions just as deserving of additional ex-
penditure as the 0ld Men’s Home is. The
aeecnmmodation at the home is now much bet-
ter; there is not the overcrowding that form-
erly existed. TIowever, I would first like to
spend money on building another Ol
Women’s Home,

Membhers: Hear, hear!

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: The Old Women’s
Home is even more unsuitable under exist-
ing eonditions than is the 01d Men’s Home
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under existing condilions. The Government
will use their best endeavours to provide
additional accommodation and thus relieve
the position of bed patients at the 0ld Men's
Home, those being by far the worst off.
As to the inerease in the vote for mainteu-
ance of State children by their mothers, no
one will argue that 9s. per week is safficient.
All L can say 15 that I was very glad to
read, while I was in bed, the interjeetion
made by the Premier as to the possibility of
an inerease in the rate. I hope that promise
will be kept.

The Premier. Wa= thal an absolute, de-
finite promise?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Wo. It was a
statement made in reply lo an inferjee-
tion.

The Premicr: What was the statement?

Hon, 8, W, MUNBIE: That the Premier
was considering an increase in the rate for
this year.

‘The Premier: Ah!

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: The pvint raised
by the member for Avon (Mr. Grilliths) re-
fers to the Health Vote, and not the Medieul
Vote. I do not think the member for Swan
{Mr. Sampson) was allogether just in his
eriticism of Thursday last on the Medieal
Department. He accused the Government
of relieving the Consolidated Revenue
through the measure introduced for the con-
tinuance of the emteitainments tax. When
that measuve was introduced, we gave ony
pledge that the money from the tax woul!
he uzed exclusively for hospitals, and would
not he wused to relicve the amount
confributed towards hospitals from Con-

solidated Revenue, That promise has
heen absolulely and definitely kept. There
jg¢ no shadow of doubt abont that. The

amount received from the entertainments
tax has not relieved the Consolidated Rev-
enue hy one penny. T admit that if we had
not had the rvevenue fromn the entertain-
ments tax, we might have had to provile
more money for the hospitals from Con-
solidated Revenne this year. T wish to draw
attention to the difference hetween that posi-
tion and whal the member for Swan ¢laimed
when he introduced the previous Govern-
ment’s Bill for the assistance of hospitals.
The hon. member said on Thorsday last that
we were doing what we criticised him for
trving to do. We are not doing anything
of the kind. We are not trying to do what
the hon. member tried to do when he intro-
duced his Bill.
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My, Sampson: Your Medical Vote this
vear shows £10,000 odd less.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: T admit the figures
show that. However, the Premier's Budget
speech dealt with the matter. T have not
vet read the “Hansard” report of that
speech, but I was pleased to see that the
“West Australian” featured the Premier's
carrection in bloek type. Still we have the
member for Swan repeating the statement
that we tock £10,000 off the Medical Vote.
We have donz nothing of the kind.

Alr. Sampson: Your fizures show it.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: As I stated the
other evening, there is an actual increase of
about £208. TIn introducing the Bill im-
posing the entertainments tax 1 said I did
not know what revenue woumld be reeeived
from it. T also stated that if 1 got up to
£30,000 or even £40,000 & vear from the en-
tertainments tax, I should be doing good
work if [ stakbilised the expenditure on bos-
pitals at the amount it then stood at hy not
taking the reccipts from the entertainments
tax into Consolidated Reveune. I have
been able to maintain that position up to
date, using the revenue from the entertain-
ments tax 1o meet inerensed hospital ex-
perditnre.  When introducing his Bill for
the a=sistance of hospitals, the member for
Swan said (hat he anticipated receiving
from the measure, if passed, a revenne of
£113,000. TFurther, he stated, that by this
means he anticipated relieving the Consoli-
dated Revenur to the extent of £100,000 a
vear.

Mr. Sampson: That was perfectly clear;
there was no ambiguity abeut that,

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Yet the hon.
member claims that his object was fo get
£113,000 for the benefit of the hospitals.
It was nothing of the kind. His Bill was
intended to mnke the people of Western
Anstralia pav in additional taxation a sum
of £113,000 from which the hospitals were
to pet £13,000 extra. The proof of it is
that the Premier of the day cut the ex-
penditure down by £100,000.

Mr. Sampson: Not £100,000,

Hon. 8. W. MTUUNSTE: No; £50,000 for
six months, which amounts to the same
thing.

Mr. Mann: D¢ you find any fault with
that?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Of course I do.

Mr. Davy: That is what you are doing.

Hon. §. W. MUNSIE: That proposed
relief to Consolidated Revenve was abso-
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lutely the sole reason for the loss of the
Bill.

Hon. Sir fames Mitehell: No.

Hon. 8. W. JMUXNSIE: The Bill would
have been passed if the member for Swan
bad stated that it was for the purpose of
raising £113,000 extra revenue and that the
whole of this £113,000 would be devoted to
the hospitals. Bat he said the money would
go to relieve Consolidated Revenne to the
extent of £100,000, and that the hospitals
would get £13,000.

Mr. Sampson: There was no attempt to
deceive the House, anyhow.

The Premier: Is there any insinuation?

Mr, Sampson: I anm denying the state-
ment that——

The Premier: What you say was in plain
English in the Bill.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: Why I am re-
ferring to this is because the hon, member
the other night said we had done what we
aceused him of trying to do when he intro-
duced his Bill. I say that statement is en-
tirely ineorract; it is not true. I have a
copy of the Estimates from the time the
hon. member introduced his Bill. That year
the Estimates showed for this Vote £98,298,
and the depariment actually expended
£151,079. When the Bill was defeated they
had to put back the amount of revenue they
anticipated when taking the £50,000 from
the Hospitals Vote. They had to, when
the Bill was defeated.

Mr. Mann: It was very unfortunate.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I do not know.
Tt would have been no good for the hos-
pitals had they got the Bill through. For the
next year, 1923-24, of which we adminis-
tered part, their Estimate was £145,642,
and there was spent £151,623. TIn the fol-
lowing year, the first full year of our ad-
ministration, we spent £167,162. I want
to tell the hou. member that instead of our
deing what he would have done bad he got
his Bill throngh, we inereased the amount
spent on hospitals last yvear by £29,463 over
his amount, snd there is stifll a surplus of
£3,000 in the entertainments tax.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You used it
for hospitals and saved revenue.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Tt did not come
ont of revenue that we were expending;
the Treasurer did not ask me to reduce the
amount he was then providing, as yon asked
the hon. member to do when he introduced
his Bill
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Hon. Sir James Mitchell: A very differ-
ent thing; a =mall amount.

Hon. 5. W. MUNSLIE: It is the differ-
ence we object to. The expenditure on the
Medical Department last year was £179,04,
and we collected in revenue £341,013. The
expenditure was made up s follows: On
hospitals £12-,701: on the Woorcloo Bana-
toriqm, £25,183; on homes for ihe aged,
£24,16G6; on head oflice administration, part
of which is really chargeable against the
Health Department, £4,975. [ want Lo

congratulate the olticers of the Medical
Department on the magnificent work
they did last year. There are no

more loyal officers in the service, and in
my opinion no officers that work harder.
Out of the entertainments tax we actually
spent on hospitals last year £13,308, the
total revenue received from the entertain-
ments tax being £19,521. The balance is
shown in the Fstimates as undistributed. I
might mention that while the present system
gontinues it will be possible to have a eredit
at the end of every year, for the reason that
the Taxation Department coltects the money
and pays it in, but we do not spend it until
we know the money is there. The resvlt is
that the last month’s collection will always
show as a surplus unless we draw against
it, which will not be done if I ean prevent
if.

Mr. Sampson: To what extent have as-
sisted hospitals bhenefited from this fund?

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: Tt is shown on the
Estimates.

Mr. Sampson: I see £544 for assisted hos-

" pitals.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: A percentage nf
the amount for Government hospitals goes
to that as well.

Mr. Sampson: Tt would be interesting to
have those figures.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Tf the hon. mem-
ber expects me to produce to the House a
halanece sheet showing how each pound is
spent, he is expeeting something he will not
get, If he applies to the Audit Depart-
ment, probably he will be permitted to see
all the vonechers, showing how each shilling
has been spent.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell : Or he ean move
for a return,

Hon. 8. W.MUXNRSIE: Yes, he can do that.
Let me recount some of the activities of the
department during the last 12 months. We
liave opened a hospital at Wellard, on the
Peel Estate, where the residents agreed to
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tind sullicient money to eguip the hospital,
provided the Govermwent built it and ran
it when buill. The residents provided their
share of the money, according to agreement.
In that they were aciuated largely by the
energies and efforts of the reverend gentle-
man whe looks after their spirifnal wel-
tame; he s one of the finest organ-
isers 1 bhave ever met. At Collie we
are boilding n  hospital to cost wuver
€13,000 and to bhe ready for opening
in January or February next. Even ab
Katanning, before the new hospital was
built, the conditions were not nearly so had
as they are at Collie at present. To-day
Collie' has the worst hospital accommoda-
tion in Western Australia.

Mr. Thomson: T have heard it is nothing
but a bug-walk.

Hon. 8., W. MUNSIE: It is a building
totally unsuited to hospital requirements, and
very seripusly dilapidated. To begin with
it was a four-roomed house, and has since
been ndded to in sections, principally from
the goldfields. It stands on the side of a
hill and, in consequence, to go out of any
one room or ward into another it is neces-
sarv to negotiate four or five steps. 1t was
quite essential that the new hospital shouln
he built, The people of Collie have to pay
interest and sinking fund on one-half the
ouilay, just as the people of Katanning haid
to do. Also we have put in cxtensions to
the Busselton maternity home and to the
Denmark hospital: provided new nurses’
quarters and laundry at Albany, equipped
a children’s ward at Northam .and put in
further extensions. Although the hospital
at Northam is a Government one, it has
to comply with the conditions laid down to
secure hospital aceommodation in any other
town. T was pprepared to repair the present
hosnital at Northam, bnt the people there
wanted new additions, and so they had io
comply with the conditions applicable to
other towns. At (eraldton, during the last
vear, there has been a complete transfor-
mation from the old building to a mmeh
newer buwilding more suitable for the pur-
pose. We have provided a2 new hospital at
Nannup and another at Dumblevung., Also
a new hospital has been erected hv the In-
land Mission at Lake Grare on monnd frr
pound assictance by the Government. We
have provided a maternity home at York.
There acain the Red Cross Society assisted
ne to o great extent. T wish to navw a tri-
bute to the Hospital Comforts Fund com-
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mittee at York and also at Katanning. At
those two towns that commitiee has done
magnificent work, For the size of the in-
stitntion, 1 have never heen in a hospital
that can eompare with the Katanning hos-
pital. When in the wards, of course, the
patients realise that they are in hospital,
hut the institution has been so designed and
is econducted on such lines that immediately
a patient gets outside the ward he finds
himself in what is, to all intents and pur-
poses, a private home. Whenever people
have apyroached me on hospital matters T
bave put it back on them by telling them
that the poliey of the Government is o
assist those who will do something to assist
themselves.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: A good deul
was done before you came in, vou know.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: Yes, but 1 have
a perfect right to say what we have done
since.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You had better
do so, for it is so little known.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: As Minister con-
trolling health, hospitals and kindred ineti-
tutions, T have done more in two years and
four months than was done by any previous
Minister in five vears.

Mr., Davy: You speak very highly of
vourself.

Hon. S. W. MUNBIE: It is true.
records will prove it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You must have
made people sick of it.

Hon, 8. W. MUNSIE: No, we have tried
to prevent them from being sick.

Mr. Davy: Self-praise is no recommenda-
tion,

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Tt is just as well
the peonle shonld know what we have done.

Mr. Davy: They won’t believe you.

Hon, 8. W. MUNSIT: But they do. Go
where vor will, vou can see what we have
done,

Mr. Marshall: Tiven at Northam.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Ves, even at
Northam. TExtensions have been made to
the nurses’ juarters at the Fremantle hos-
pital and further large extensions to the
Perth hospital. Prior to the last gen-
eral elections the member for Swan
annonnced that the Government had
agreed to a redunetion of hours for
the nursing staff at the Perth Hospital. That
statement was correct, but I have to admit
that those nurses have not received a re-
duction of hours vet. Thoueh the member

The
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for Swan agreed to grant the reduction, it
could not be made until accommodation was
provided for 40 extra nurses. That accom-
modation lias now been provided. 1 hope
that the furnishing will be completed in the
next forinight and that the nurges will then
receive a reduction of hours.

Hon. G. Taylor: What is the reduction?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: To 52 hours per
week. The condition agreed to between the
conference of the nurses’ association, the
three big hospitals and the Medical Depart-
ment was fhat the nurses were to work 52
hours a week on day work and 54 hours
a week on night work. The Perth Hospital
committee agreed to make the hours 52 for
both day and night work, so that when the
new quarters are furnished the hours will be
reduced to 52 all round. At Fremantle I be-
lieve the reduction has already been granted,
because the requisite accommodalion for
nurses was available,

My. Thomson: Have the nurses received
any increase of salary?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Yes, all grades
have received an inecrease, though it has not
hieen great.

Hon, G. Taylor: The fourth grade nurses
will receive a good inerease.

Hon, 8. W, MUNSIE: They will receive
ithe best increase, but the reason is that until
recently it was necessary for probationers to
serve only a three years’ course. The period
however, has been extended to four years, and
naturally the fourth-year nurses should re-
ceive the greatest increase.

Mr. Thomson: The trouble is we are los-
ing a lot of our nurses.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Oh, they get
nmatried.

Hon. G. Taylor: We are training more
nurses,

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: A fair number go
into private nursing.

Mr. Thomson: We cannot blame them,
but could we make nursing more attrac-
tive?

Ilon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I am surprised
that we have been able to retain the ser-
vices of some nurses who have received bet-
ter offers from outside than we were able to
miake them. T admit that the hospital aceom-
modatinn at Narrogin is inadequate. I have
visited that town two or three times in order
to get the people to agree to the conditions
Inid down, but they have not done so.

The Minister for Lands: They did so once,
and failed to pay.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Hon. 5. W. MUXSIE: Narrogin has a
Ciovernment hospital, The people of Narro-
gin are prepared to agree to the sclieme, but
those in some of the surrounding districts
will not agree. Although it is a Government
hospitat there is no hope of better aceommno-
dation being provided nexi year unless the
peopte generally agree fo the scheme.

Mr. Teesdale: Oh, leave next yeur out of
it!

Hon. 5. W. MUNSIE: At Wagiu there is
an agitation for largely increased aceommo-
dation, and plans*have been drawn for im-
provements to the value of £5,000. 'That also
iz a Government hospital, but the 'people
there are willing to accept the conditions of
providing interest and sinking fund on half
the money. At Margaret River a guod deal
of money has been expended, but notwith-
standing the additional aceommodation pro-
vided, the hospital is still overcrowded.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There are a lot
of timber workers at Margaret River.

Hon. 5. W. MUNSIE: Considerable ad-
ditions will have to be made to the hospital
and particularly to the maternity section,
which is a good thing. Negotiations are pro-
ceeding for a new hospital at Goomalling, a
new hospital at Three Springs, and for ex-
tensions to the Wyaleatchem hospital. We
are building a maternity bloek at Kojonup
and are considering extensions to the Kun-
uneppin hogpital.

Mr. Thomson:
Gnowangerup?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Yes. Out of the
moncy provided by the enterfainments tax
we have suobsidised on a pound-for-pound
basis four hospitals to purchase X-ray
plant. We are now negotiating with three
other haospitals with a view to subsidising
them for a similar purpese. Under the old
military regime in this State a system of es-
tablishing district medieal officers was in-
augurated. That system has continued ever
since. The reason advanced so far back as
it can be traced in the records was that the
(lovernment should provide part of the
money to induce a medical officer to go to a
distriet where there was insufficient praetice
to keep a doctor. Wherever a district medieal
officer has been appointed the Government
have subsidised him, regardless of the amount
of his earnings. Thus we have been paying
away thousands of pounds in subsidies to
medical officers who really had no claim
whatever for Government assistance other

Is anything to he done at
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than the amount of £10 a year for ireafing
indigent aborigines. We ¢ircularised the
whole of the members of the British Medi-
vitl Association, and T am pleased to say they
have all agreed to a new arrangement, We
have Juid down a scale, the amounts varying
in the different distriets, but there is no need
to enter into Lhe details. A medical officer in
the North-West, at Wiluna, or other out-
back pluce would be put on a higher scale
than wonld a medical man in an agricultural
centre close to a town, but we have fixed a
winimum of £800 a year, irrespective of
where the doctor is Tocated. The doctors
have signed an undertaking to keep a eorrect
set of books showing their income, the books
to he open to inspection by andit officers
whenever required. In the easiern wheat
helt a doctor whose income exeeeds £1,000 &
year would receive no subsidy. The reason
for paying the subsidy was to keep a medi-
eal man in the Qdistrviet when his practice was
insuflicient to provide a living. An income
of £1,000 yeur should be sufficient induce-
ment for a doctor to remain. By this reor-
ganisation we have saved a good few thous-
ands of pounds to the State, which money
can be utilised to advantage in other direc-

tions. \Where a doctor in a zparsely-
populated place is earming £400, the
remaining £400 is to be contributed

un the hasis of three-fifths by the Gov-
ernment and two-fifths by the local ve-
sidents. To make up the twe-fifths, the
residents may adopt any means they like—

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: Such as spin-
ning jennies?

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: No; they may
adopt a system of contributions to the doc-
izr. In one distriet that has been organised
on this basis during the last 18 months we
were paying the doetor a smbsidy of £150
a vear but he is now receiving £1,600, in-
clusive of his earnings. Consequenily our
suhsidy has ceased.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He does not
work in the hospital free?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: Some hospital
work would be free, but not maternity eases.
Those are the conditions on which we are
organising at present. I believe the new
system will prove highly satisfactory. Ex-
tensions have been almost completed at the
King Edward Memorial Hospital, where the
new ward will be opened on the 17th Dee-
ember. I mention this because we are
fraining there slightly over 80 per cent. of
the midwifery nurses. T want to see a hun-
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dred per cent. trained there it possible. £
believe it will prove a lirst-class training
school. 1t could not be suceesstul as a traim-
ing school unless provision were made for
pre-natal and ante-natal work, and the new
ward is being erected to give that training,
Altached to the ward is a baby elinie, and
thus the institntion will now be able to cover
the whole runge of work ineluding instruc-
tion to mothers. For years there has been
an agitation for the establishment of a
dental hospital in the metropolitan area.
While I am not prepared to-night to give
details, [ am pleased to be able to announce
that the Government have decided to estab-
lish a dental hospital. In the course of
two or three years L hope that the University
authorities will bring this State up to the
level of the Eastern States by providing for
the training and qualifying of dental stu-
dents. | believe they will do it. It was use-
less Tor them to attempt anything on those
lines until we had a dental hospital. We
have a building for the purpose, and I hope
it will be a going concern in the conrse of
& month or five weeks.

HON. SIE JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [9.30]: It is a pity the Honorary
Minister did not iniroduce his Estimates
in the usnal way. We might have had an
opportunity of saying nice things about him
it he had told us in the early stages of the
discussion what he has just told ws. Hos-
pitals are nof treated exactly as he would
Liave us helieve they are. The hospital at
Northam serves a large area. It possesses
two doctors and is a well-equipped and well-
staffed institution.  Serious cases are
brought in from districts many miles away,
along the Wongan Hills and Dowerin lines,
Tt is a central hospital very much like that
in Perth, and should rececive the same freat-
ment. What would the people of the eity
say if the Hunorary Minister told them that
before the PPerth liospital could be added fo
Ciey must find half the money?

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: There is no analogy
hetween the two.

Hon. Sie JAMES MITCHELL: The
Parth hospital is treated better than are
aonnlry hospitals.

Hon, S. W. Munsie: i is not treated as
well as many country hospitals, or as well
as the Northam hospital.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is
treated much better. The Perth hospital had
several thousands of pounds invested. The
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bhununoppin  hospital serves an area well
outside its own district. Are the people
at Nununoppin expected to find the money
for the necessary additions in order to ae-
commodate people from outside the district?
Bach of these institutions should be treated
on its merits, and assisted aceording to the
serviees it renders.

Hon. 5. W. Munsie: [t I agreed to that,
not one hospital in the State would find
anything. Many eases come to Perth from
Northam,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We are
not going to allow the Honorary Minister to
do as be likes. He is not going to lay down
hard and fast rules in rvegard to these in-
stitutions. If he wants the vote of this
House, he must carry onl the wishes of
members.

Hon. 5. W. Munsie: If people in older
settled places want hospital accommeodation
they must provide the money towards if, or
they will get no assistance from me.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Why
does not the Honorary Minister make the
people pay halt the cost of the police ser-
vice in their district? I know the systeia
started before he assumed office. We collect
enough in faxes fo enable us to carry on
these free services, such as edueation, police,
hospitals and charities.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: To carry on free
hospitals would cost three millions of money.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Why
should hospifals be singled out as something
that must be paid for twice over?

ITon. S. W. Munsie: There has been a big
alteration in the system.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL:: An alter-
ation for the worse.

The Premier: The public may be induced
to think there has been an improvement.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Hon-
orary Minisler has had the same money
voted to him and has had imposed, in addi-
tion, a special hospital tax, a thing he
loathed and denounced when sitting on this
side of the Honse.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Not at all.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A select
committee, on which two members of his
own party sat, was appointed to deal with
the matter.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: But vou did not
carry out its recommendation in your Bill.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We did.
Tt is nof polite of the Honararv Minister
to contradiet me in that way. The gross

[ASSEMBLY.]

expenditure on hospitals iz £125,000, and the
amowtt collected from the entertzinments
tax is £25,000.  OFf course the Trensurer
has not collected and spen! that £25,000
withont saving his gencral revenue.

The Premier: That money has given in-
creased accommodation and facilittes for
hospitals, which would not otherwise have
been provided.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Of course
they would have been provided.

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Of course they wounld
naot.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Premier would have been aobliged to give
them facilities. He caunot prevent babies
from being born. This £25,000 must be a
saving to the Treasurer.

The Premier: It is not.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: He has
no right to tax the people unless the money
is properly spent. It undoubtedly saves
the general revenue. Tt was wrong when
we propesed if, but it is right now, This
shows the inconsistency of the Honorary
Minister. I admit he has displayed eonsider-
able interest in .hospitals, as the previous
Minister did. BEvery Minister wants more
money for hospitals than the Treasarer can
afford to give. I want to correct the Pre-
mier on the guestion of preference to union-
ists. Af one time men told me they
were informed by officials that they must
rome to Perth from Northam in order to
get employment. In some cases T managed
to get things fixed up for them in the dis-
trict.

The Premier: 1t was a ecase of where the
nfficials were not telling the truth, Weuld
they be so mad as to say that raen must
come to Perth in ovder to get work? That
is the last place in which the Government
would want to see unemplovment.

Hon, Sir TAMES MITCHELL: Will the
Premier see thaf that is put right to-
morrow 2

The Premier: T will,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHBELL: Tt is
satisfactory to know that men in the coun-
try are to be given jobs there. T hope this
work will be riven unconditionally, and that
the men will not have first to produce a
union fticket. The Premier is wrong about
the Labour Pureau. Men have had to pro-
duce tickets there. We ohject to preference
to anvone in any circumstances. It is not
right that a man who possesses a union
ticket should have preference over another.
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There are wany reasons why members
opposite shonld not insist upon this prin-
ciple. Men are entitled to work and to
share in Government work. In some de-
gree all men contribute to the revenue of
the State. They contribute through the
trade for which they are responsible. They
have a right to their share of Government
work. 1 cannot nnderstand why the Min-
ister for Labour should have issued in-
struetions that no work was to he given to
other than unionists. That is morally
wrong. I am sure some members opposite
objeet to that as much as I do.

Mr. Slesman: You believe they shoald
all take out a ticket.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: A ticket
in Tattersalls would be better than some of
the tickets they are compelled to take out.
It is very fortunate that the Minister is so
satisfied with what has happened in con-
peetion with the department under his con-
trol. I believe he has done his best and if
be has not done as well as his predecessor,
still he has done well. Of course, increased
expenditure has had to be ineurred regard-
ing hospitals because the more people we
bring to the State, the greater the facilities
that have to te provided for them.

MR, LINDSAY (Toodyay) [9.46]: 1
realise that with an increase in the popu-
lation, the vote must be increased as well.
In some of the smaller centres people are
making considerable sacrifices in their en-
deavour (o secnre sufficient funds to erect
hospitals.  They have to find additional
funds for the purpose of upkeep. Notwith-
standing thatf, we have a number of hospitals
in our country distriets. I do not consider
it possible to establish hospitals in every
country town, but at certain centres, at a
fair distance apart, we should establish
decent country hespitals, so that people
should nof be foreed to go to Perth. At
present it is necessary for serious cases to
be despatched to the metropolis, although
the patients are patched up first at the
country institntions. At Goomalling efforts
have been made to raise money for the es-
tablishment of a hospital. They have
asked for a subsidy and it has been wusual
for the fiovernment to grant one.

The Premier: Yes, if the people guaran-
tee half the cost.

Mr. LINDSAY : That was what I wanted
to ascertain, They have gone to a great
deal of trouble and have raised about
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£2,000, The balance is in sight and if the
Government provide a subsidy along the
lines indicated, it will soon be paossible to
slart bunilding operations. I wish to ae-
knowledge the faet that the Minister bas
given me every assistance in connection with
hospitals in my district.

HON. J. CUNNINGHAM (Honorary
Minister — Kalgoorlie —in reply) [9.48]:
In replying fo the debate, I wish to
deal with some of the statements made
by the member for Swan (Mr, Sampson),
particularly in connection with gaols and the
proposal to establish a prison farm. I am
pleased to say that the management and
the conditions obtaining in relation to our
gaols compare favourably with those obtain-
ing in the Eastern States. Only recently
an authority on prisons paid a visit to this
State and on her return to Sonth Australia
wrote commending the Comptroller of
Prisons in this State for the manner in
which our system is operating. As to the
proposal to establish a prison farm, we
know that the matter received some scant
consideration by the member for Swan while
be held the office of Colonial Secretary in the
Mitchell Government.

Mr. Sampson: Why “seant” considera-
tion ¥

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM : I say “scant”
beeause the hon., member seemns fo have
eccupied his time in the position, which is
now known as that of the Chief Secretary,
by reading a few reports npon what hap-
pened in New Zealand and talking about
the subject with a few of his friends. There
is little or no record on the deparimental
files to show that he desired to do nnything
regarding the establishment of a prison
farm in Western Australia.

Mr. Sampson: There are many vrecords
on the files.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: I think the
hen. member’s time was taken up in discuss-
ing the probabhility of doing something in
connection with the establishment of such
farms.

The Premier: A
achievement!

Mr. Sampson: It is a pity that the Min-
ister does not continur the work 1 com-
meneed.

Hon. J. CUNNINGIHAM: The present
Chief Secretary is giving serious eonsidera-
tion to this question.

Iot of talk, and no
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AMr. Richardsvn: Then he has not done
anore than his predecessor in office.

Mr. Sampson: What has the Honorary
Minister done?

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: The member
for Swan, when Colonial Secretary, pointed
out that it would be possible to select virgin
country for the purpose of establishing a
prison farmi, The virgin country that we
have to-day is exactly the same as that
which was available when (he hon. mem-
ber was in office.

Mr. Sampson: Exactly, and we were on
the eve of establishing the farm after work-
ing on the proposition for 20 months only.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Like all his
activities in the departments under his eon-
trol at the time, the hon. member did noth-
ing but read articles that appeared in a New
Zealand paper, dealing with the experiments
carried out there,

Mr. Sampson:
and it is not frue.
myself.

Hon. J. CCNNINGHAM : T agree that the
hon. member went that far. He looked at o
prison farm in course of establishment at
the time of his visit, but on his return he
did nothing to further the projeet.

The Premier: He has never put one brick
on top of another to construet anything.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM : Yet he has the
cool cheek to come here and ask what the
present Chief Secretary has doue in con-
nection with the establishment of a prison
farm!

The Premier: The member for Swan did
not even put the fence around the Wooroloo
Sanatorium, and he has been talking ahout
it ever since.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The question
is still under consideration, and when funds
are available something wiil he done. No
doubt that governed the position when the
hon. memher was in office, too.

Mr. Sampson: Now you are making a full
confession.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: No doubt
something may be done to satisfy the erying
and whining needs of the member for Swan.
Dealing with the Lunacy Department, for
some years past negotiations had been car-
ried on between the department and the
Federal Government in connection with the
establishment of the mental hospital known
as Lemnos. That project was under con-
sideration by the previous Government, but
it was left to the present Administration to

That sonnds jaundiced,
I visited New Zealand
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Lring abount the consummation and estab-
fishment of the mental institntion. 1t
is now in operation and doing goeod work
for these in whose inferests it was
established. As to the urgent need for a
reception home for mental patients, that
question also received some cousideration by
the previous Government but again it has
fallen (o the lot of the present Administra-
tion to start the eonstruction, and that work
is still in hand at the present time. No doubt
that work when completed will =apply a
very urgent need,

Mr. Sampson: Is it proposed to complete
a convalescent home?

The Premier: For what?

Mr. Sampson: In conneetion with the
mental reeeption home. ;

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: That is a mat-
ter for further consideration, and no deubt
the Chief Secretary will give the necessary
consideration to it.

The Minister for Lands: In other States
the mental reception home is the convales-
cent home as well.

Mr. Sampson: Your Royal Conmission
recommended the establishment of one.

i The Minister for Lands: No, they did not.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The member
for Katanning (Mr. Thomson) referred to a
proposal to bring out fishermen from Scot-
land to be established in the fishing industry
here. Unfortunately, he has not been very
successful,

The Premier: They were too Seoteh!

The Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: We know
that representatives of Seottish families
visited Westetn Australin and other States
with a view to people from Seotland becom-
ing established in the fishing industry of
Aunstralia. For some reason those people
have not arrived in Western Australia. We
have a coastline exiending for 5,000 miles,
providing ample opportunity for people to
lrecome established in the fishing industry
here. The member for Katanning referred
to the fact that some vyears ago the State
Government established fish shops as a State
trading concern, but that the business passed
out of existence. He also referred to the fact
that the New Scuth Wales Government had
bad a similar experience, but had disposed
of the State trawlers to private enterprise
that had since made a buge suceess of the in-
dustry,

Mr. Sampson: The Queensland Govern-
ment are ¢rashing on the same proposition.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: In Western
Australia the whole coastline is open to any-
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one to become established in the (ishing in-
dustry, and there is an open field for private
enterprise.

Mr. Thomson: Nothing was done to get
nigrants from Scotland.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: No. I remem-
ber the hon, member’s remarks on his re-
furn from a visit to Great Britain. He did
urge his Government to take np the matter
but seemingly thai (Governmeni was not suf-
ficiently influenced by his remarks and the
faets that he placed before them,

The Premier: These things should be left
to private enterprise.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The State
Labour Bnrean has rendered valuable ser-
vige in eonnection with the finding of em-
ployment during the regime of the present
Government. In the period ended the 30th
June last the registrations and transactions
at the bureau exceeded those of any previous
vear. There were 12,604 registrations and
8,602 engagements. In addition, workers
were issued railway passes to the number
of 3,577 and D6 fares were issued to lads on
the goldfields who were desirous of coming
down to farming areas to take up employ-
ment.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You continued
most of the good work yon found going on.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: We found the
Labour Bureau in existence but we improved
its usefulness.

Mr. Richardson: You have had more un-
employment, and it is still in existence.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: With regard
to the eriticism of the policy adopted con-
cerning the production of union tickets, T
remind members that preference to unionists
is the policy of the present Government and
it is intended to earry out that poliey.

Mr. Thomson: But it is not the j:wliey of
the country.

Tion. J. CUNNINGHAM: It is the policy
of the country so long as the present Gov-
ernment remain in power. That poliey was
placed hefore the people prior to the elec-
tion enmpaign and the people endorsed it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It was never

mentioned.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: It was men-
tioned.

Mr. Mann : Tt was preference to one
nnion.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM: Tt is a matter
of preference to unionists. I remember
having read about the roember for Perth
striving after championship honours as
leader of the unemploved in Perth. T
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undersiand, bowever, that he was ousted
without gaining his objective.

Mr. Mann: I gained the objective by
securing work tor the men. I enlisted the
sympathy of the Premier and he found
work for 130,

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The Premier,
acting on behalt of the Government, of
which he is the head, found employment
for these men, not the member for Perth.

Mr. Thomson: The member for Perth
was not in a position to put the men on to
a Governmeni job.

Hon, J. CUNNINGHAM : I cannot
understand his meddling in things in which
he had no concern whatever,

My, Mann: I hike that!

Mr. Richardson: I guarantee that the
onemployed went to him.

Mr. Mann: They came to me instead of
going to the Trades Hall

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The class that
went to the hon. member were the unem-
ployable. They went to him to solicit sym-
pathy so as to get a few more meals rather
than take the work that had been found
for many of them. In connection with the
complaint that married men were refused
employment becanse they were not holders
of union tickets, those men had the oppor-
tunity to become members of the industrial
nnion governing their class of employment.
The member for Perth surely knows that
the settlement of disputes and the framing
of conditions and, wages—all this is done
under the provisions of an Act of Parlia-
menf known as the Arbitration Aet, and
that unless a man becomes a member of
an industrial union he eam be no party to
that agreement. Therefore the Govern-
ment stand for preference to unionists
and are desireus of dealing with organised
bodies rather than a rabble sueh as the
member for Perth found at the Labour
Bureau.

Mr. Thomson: Where are your 26 sup-
porters? The House is very thin on your
side. .

The CHATRMAN: Order !

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM : Complaints
were made that the Qovernment issued in-
structions that workers should be engaged
lhrough the State Labour Burean ad
arainst on the job. Instruetions werse
issued specially in connection with country
jobs. that local men should receive first
preference.

Mr. Thomson:
every instance.

That did not obtair in
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Hen. J. CUNNINGHAX: There may be
instances where that did not obtain. 1
remmember that one report eame throngh
from the Sonth-West. The complaint was
immediately locked into. If the membher
for Katanning had such a grievanee it was
his duty to bring it direetly under notice.

Alr. Thomson: 1 did, but unfortunately
the men had been sent frem Perth,

Hon. J. CUNNINGIIAM: Those in the
district, if there were unemployed, would
have been found employment. That was
the position in connection with the case
referred to at Pemberton. It is mot neces-
sary to say anything further on these Esti-
mates with perhaps the exception of ome
of the remarks made by the member for
Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman). I am prepared
to admit that in some cases those in con-
trol of eertain work have not carried out
the instructions of the Government with
regard te picking up men through the
State Labour Burean. Instanees are
known where men have been picked up on
the job.
under notice from Fremantle and I assure
the hon. member that the Minister is mak-
ing a thorough investigation.

Mr. Sleeman: And immediately after ]
brought the matter under his notice, the
game thing was done again.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: It is only by
bringing these matters under the notice of
the Minister that they can be attended to
at once. 1t is better to+do that than to
wait for weeks and refer to such cases on
the floor of the House.

Mr. Mann: It should not be necessary
Lo hring these matters before the House.
Mentioning it to the Minister shounld be
sufficient,

Hon. J. CUNNINGHADM: Exactly. Why
shonld the member for Perth wait for
months to bring up instances of that kind
and take nn the valnahle time of the House
that could be utilised to better advantage.

The Premier: That is the way to cane
him. .

Hon. J, CUNNTNGHAM: That is all ¥
wish to sav in reply.

Mr. SAMPSON: Have T the richt to
replv to the Minister?

The CHATRMAN: No.

AMr. SAMPSON: T wish tno draw atten-
tien fo the attitude of the Minister- —-

The Premier: The hon. member has no
richt to speak on this nerasion: he has
alrendv spoken once. He is entirely out
of order.

Only recently such a case came’

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. SAMPSON: Am I not justitied in
drawing attention

The Premier: The hon. memher is dis-
linetly out of order in speaking at this
stage,

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is
not entitled to speak.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Aborigines, £8,558—agreed to.
Vote—-Fisheries, £5437

Item, Chief Tnspector £600:

Mr. THOMSON: I would like to know
whether the Chief Inspector of Fisheries
has put forward any scheme for the estab-
lishment of group settlement for settlers
who would eombine work on the land with
fishing operations.

The Minister for Lands: This item has
nothing to do with migration in any shape
or form and the hon. member is out of
order.

Mr. THOMSON : I am merely asking
whether the Chief Imspector has put up
any such scheme. We could get Secottish
fishermen out here and allocate some land
to them so that they could carry on farm-
ing in a small way. This land would
necessarily have to be near the scene of
the fishing operations. 1 interviewed a
certain departmeni and the officers wern
good enough to seleet sites that would he
sunitable for a settlement of this deserip-
tion. We are losing a golden opportunity
if we do not consider any recommendation
that might be made by the Chief Inspector
of Fisheries. T am willing to give the
Minister a lot of valuable information that
I have in my possession.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
pot in order in pursuing a general discus-
sion.

Me. THOMSON: If this officer has not
put up proposals of that nature, he is negli-
gent of his duty.

Hon. J. Cunningham: He has had no
instructions {c put them up.

My, TITOMSON: We are dealing with a
responsible cfficer to whom the State is
paving £600 a vear. Has he put np any
such thing?

The CHAIRMAN: The matter has al-
ready been dezlt with in the general dis-
cussion, and the hon. member is not in order
in dealing with it afresh on an item. The
Minister can answer the hon. member's
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question without our having another gen-
eral discussion.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The officer
would not .aceept instructions from the
member for ITatanning to put up a scheme.

Mr. Thomson: Of course not.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The officer
would await the Minister's instructions be-
fore doing so. I know of no such instruc-
tions having been given.

Vote pnt and passed.

Votes—Registry and Friendly Societies,
£10,259; Gaols, £25,133; Harbour and
Light and JTettics, £22882—agreed to.

Vote—Lunacy and Inebriates, £102,510:

Item, Tnspeetor General of the Insane
and Inebriates, £800:

Mr. SAMPSON: On Thursday I made
some temarks on the reception home at
Poini Heathcote.  The Governor’s Speech
stated that a commencement had been made
with the erezlion of the home.

The CHAIRMAN: There is no mention
of any reception home unnder this item.

Mr., SAMPSON: The home comes under
the Inspector General of the Insane and
Inebriates.

The CHATRMAN: The hon. member is
out of order. He cannot discuss the poliey
of the vote on the item of the Tnspeetor
General’s salary.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Inspector (General
has charge of the reception home.

The Premier: The home is not built yet.

Mr. SAMPSON: I know that.

The CHATRMAN: I must ask the mem-
ber for Swan to resume his seat if he is
going to discuss the reception home under
this vete. The receeption home is a ques-
tion we discuss on the Loan Estimates. If
the hon. member will not accept my rul-
ing, he bas the alternative of moving that
my ruling be dissented from.

Dissent from Chairman’s Ruling.

Myr. Sampsen: Very well, Sir,
great regret I move—

That the Committee dissent from the Chair-
man’y roling, on the ground that the care of
the reception home is one of the funetions of
the Inspector General of the Insane and Inm-
ebriates.

With

[The Speaker resumed the Chair.]
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The Chairmian stated tbe dissent.

Mr, Sampson: 1 Qdesired to discuss the
matter of the reception home, and as all
matiers of lunacy are under the care of the
Inspector General I claim that in bringing
this matier vp under the item of the In-
spector Gieneral’s salary I am acting pro-
perly and in accordance with the Standing
Orders. On the face of things this is the
proper, and indeed the only, place where
the reception home ecan be discussed. The
observation ward at the Perth Hospital is
under the charge of the Inspector General
ot the Insane, and at a later stage the re-
ception home at Point Heathcote will be
under his charge. Tt certainly is under his
supervision, because he has visited the site
in compaany with me.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member will be
aware that there are two sets of items—
those in the matter now submitted to the
Committee, and items under the Loan Esti-
mates, which will be submitted in due
course. To discuss an item now before the
Committee is regular, whether it deals with
the Inspecior General of the Insane or any
other subject: but to discuss items that are
strietly within the Loan KEstimates, these
not being belore the Committee, will be out
of order.

Mr. Sampson: This matter has already
been discussed, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speaker: It may have been disenssed,
but if atteniion had been drawn it would
have been ruled out of order. T must there-
fore uphold the Chairman’s ruling.

Cummittee resumed.

Ttem, Staff Soldiers’ Mental Hospital,
West Subiaco (State’s proportion), £1,950:

Mr. MANN: Has the Minister any in-
formation to give regarding the administra-
tion of the soldiers’ mental bospital? We
have been advised throngh the Press that
some difficulty has been experienced in re-
straining some of the inmates owing to the
lack of male warders. While it is prefer-
able to have nurses in charge of mental
cases, becanse the records show they are
more guccessiunl, still there seems to be
something wanting because inmates have
frequently wandered away. In some in-
stances there have been assaults upon
people at the institution.

The Premier: You know that that hap-
pens at times regarding patients in other
hogpitals where there are male attendants.
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Mr. MANN: T know, but, according to
the Press reports, what I eomplain of is
becoming more frequent.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: When reports
of such instances are brought under the
notiee of departmental officers, the usual
inquiries are held. All reasonable steps are
taken to safewuard the patients.

Hon. G. Taylor: The complaint of the
‘hon. member was that the genmeral publie
were not safeguarded.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: They are safe-
guarded all right. The department has this
matter well in hand.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: Does the Minister
sugyest, with the experience of four or five
wonths, that the public will be safeguarded
under existing conditions with the addition,
perbaps, of u few warders? I know the
Lemnos mental hospital has been established
on a fine site, but I am afraid if something
is not done the difficulties that have oc-
curred will be recurring ones.

Hon. J. UCunningham: Yes, the public
will be safegaarded.

Vote put and passed.

Votes—Observatory, £1,636; State Child-
ren and Ouldeor Relief, £116,250; State
Labour Burean, £2,855—ayreed to.

V ote~—Medical, £165,959 :

Item, Government Hospitals: Provisions,
bedding and clothing, fuel, medicine and sur-
gieal instruments, equipment, uniforms for
staff, washing, minor repairs, travelling,
postage and telephone rent, and commission,
ete.,, miseellancons and transport, £33,000:

Mr. SAMPSON: I wish to deal with this
item and also the other items from 20 to 24.

The Minister for Lands: You cannot do
that.

The Premier:
item at a time,

You mu-1 deal with one

(3r. Lutey took the Chair.]

Mr. SAMPSON: Dealing with the item
1 have referred to, provision is made for an
expenditure of £33,000. Last year the vote
was £31,000 and the expenditure was
£30,994, The next item deals with publie
hospitals—the Perth, Children’s and Fre-
mantle hospitals—and it shows that £50,850
wag voted last year and the expenditure was
£49,850.

[ASSEMBLY ]

The Premier: You canpnot discuss that
item; you must deal with one at a time.

liem, Assisted Hospitals, (rants in aid of
maintenance, buildings, additions and re-
pairs, fees, ete., £10,500:

Mr. SAMPSON: Last vear ibe vole was
£8,575 and the expenditure was £7,357. This
year the estimate provides for £10,5600, or an
increase of £3,143. For the whole of last
year the IEstimates show that £165,000 was
voted for the Medical Department, whereas
the expenditure for the year was £176,000.
When speaking on the vote generally I men-
tioned that the entertainments tax had been
used to assist regarding hospitals.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The
member must deal with the item alone.

The Premier: This is developing info a
genera] discusston.

My, THOMSON: Does the vote provide
for the construetion of buildings or for re-
pairs as well? .

Hon. 8. W, Munsie: 1t is not for building
construction at all. There may be some
slight repairs to be dealt with under the
vote, but not the construetion of buildings.

My. THOMSON: I believe there is a
fixed poliey of assistance to commitiee hos-
pitals, and I should like it put on record.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: No definite policy
is laid down as to what subsidy shall be
given to committee hospitals. Each hospi-
tal is treated on its needs in relation fo
revenue. BSubsidies vary from £50 to £800
per annum. There is one hospital committec
—it is & new hospital——that asked me fov
£50 for their Grst year as they were afraid
they could not make ends meet. I granted
the request, and hefore the 30th June of
this year I received from that hespital eom-
mittee a letter telling me they could manage
this year without any subsidy at all. I un-
derstand it is the first time in the history
of the Medical Department that any hos-
pital committee has sent in such a letter.

Mr. MANN: The Children’s Hospital
committee have been expecting, under prom-
ise from the Treasurer, a grant for the ex-
tension of a ward.

The Premier: That is on the T.oan Esti-
mates.

Ttem, Sundry Services, £16,300:

Mr, SLEEMAN: At the 01d Men’s Home
13s. 9d. per head is allowed for contingen-
cies. The home is in a sense being robhed
by those in charge being made to pay for

hon.
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transport from the railway station to the
bospital and for burials from that allow-
anec.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: The inmates arve
kept very comfortably.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Some are comfortable;
some are not. However, that is not the
1oint. 1t is not right that the eost of irans-
port and of burinls should come out of this
allowance, rather should it come from a sep-
arafe vote for destitute persons,

The Premier: There is no fixed allow-
inee; the figure given in the annual report is
what the cost of those services amounts to.

Mr. SLEFMAN: I am told that 13s. 9d. is
the sum allowed per head.

Hen. G. Taylor: No, it works out at 13s.
3d., according to the last annual report.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It is not right that the
sost of transport and burials should be taken
sut of money intended for the upkeep of the
home. Again, I believe something extra
rould be done in the way of providing medi-
zine, It is impossible for many of the in-
mates to see the medical officer when he
visits the institution for three-quarters of an
1our on two days per week. The sum of
£200 is a very small amount for medicine for
-he whole of the year.

Mr. Ciydesdale: A number of the inmates
mght fo be in hospital.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Certainly they onght {o
s¢ able to get what medicine they require.

Hon. 5. W. Munsie: Any medicine they
want they get free at the Perth Huspital. A
AT cOINES mp every morning.

Mr. SLEEMAN: What is the use of the
sar coming up if the men ecannot see the
loetor? They need to see the doctor to find
yut what medicine they require. Some time
1go when an inquiry was held into the con-
luct of the home, the commissioner ¢aid that
refore there could be any satisfactory work-
ng of the home, a medieal man must be
slaced in charge. I do not go that far,

The Premier: Perhaps a medica! officer
night well be placed in charge instead of
‘he man in charge at present.

Mr. SLEEMAN : T believe that the
naster of the home, Mr. Rust, is doing the
sest he ean in the eircumstances.

The Premier: He is doing the best he ean
0 prompt a lot of complaints instead of
naking them to his Minister.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Tt 33 pseless for the
3remier to hecome so petty.

The Premier: 1 know that that aecounts
‘or it.

: 2047

My, SLEEMAN: A sum of £200 is not
sulficient to provide medicine for the number
of old men and women. The fact of deceased
inmates being buried three deep is a stand-
ing disgrace. The master ¢f the home is not
responsible for that. It will be said that
arrangements may be made for families to
be buried together, but what wounld anv
member say if his father, mother, sister,
brother or wife was interred with two or
three strangers?

Mr. Clydesdale: Better start and cremate
them.

Mr. SLEEMAN: While burial is the
practice, the old men should receive the re-
spect that we would expeet,

Hon. 5. W. Munsie: It would cost £25
per burial.

Mr. SLEEMAN:
thing of the kind,

Hon. 8. W. Munsie: Youn could not get it
done any cheaper.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It does not cost any-
thing like £25 to bury a pauper. What
would it cost to give a man 6ft. of ground
instead of hurying these people three
deep?

The Premier: I do not care what hecomes
of me,

Mr. SLEEMAN: But if we found some of
our own friends being buried like ihat, we
wonld be the first to complain.

Mr. Chesson: Our first doty is to the liv-
ing.

Mr. SLEEMAN : The inmates of the home
have a sufficiently hard time throngh having
to end their days in that institution, and if
we do not do much for them while they are
living, let us at least bury them in a re-
speetable way. The men at the home con-
sider that the mineral bere should he opened
up. Is there any chance of ils being opened
up?

Mr. Mann: Tt is a good job you are not
speaking from this side of the House,

Mr, SLEEMAN: I do not with to be in
the company of the hon. member. I prefer to
be here.

Hon. G. Taylor: I am afraid the Govern-
ment would prefer you to be over here.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T am entitled to say
what I think is right. I am free to do that;
I am not like the member for Nelson, wha
stated that if he said anything agsinst the
Minister he wounld be brought fo hook. On
the Opposition side the whips are cracked,
but on this side a man is free to spesk his
mind: outside of party matters.

It would not cost any-
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Hon. §. W. MUNSIE: I do not know
where the hon. member got all his com-
pleints. I have received complaints from
several of the old men.

Mr. Heron: If the member for Fremantle
were put in charge, he would have just as
many complaints.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: Yes. I do not
think one word would have been said about
the burials but for the disclosures made by a
week-end paper.

Mr. Sleeman: A week-end paper did not
make the disclosures.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: It did. When
the mafter was brought under my notice
I found that the head of the Old Men’s
Home had actnally made overiures and
passed severs comment on the attitude of
the contract undertaker. The matter was
brought under the notice of the Tender
Board, and I do not think that the man who
was responsible will have a hope of getting
the tender again.

Mr. Sampsen: You are not referring to
the frozen mecat trouble?

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: No, to the manu-
facture of eoffins. The contractor sent to
the Ol1d Men's Home a coffin, the end of
which was made from a petrol case with
the advertisement for the petrol shll show-
ing on the outside.

Mr. Richavdson:
take.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: When he was
bronght to hook for it he made the excuse
that a man he had just employed was re-
sponsible.

Mr. Mann :
the coffin?

Hon. §. W. MUNSIE: No, they took ex-
ception to it, but it was used. The con-
tractor said it had been painted over with
hlack paint, hut the report I received stated
that the advertisement could be seen
through the paint. Regarding the burial
of two or three in one grave, I do not know
that there is any great erime in that. I
know of several families who have eround
and who utilise it in that way. 1 do not
think there iz any hardship in that respeet.

Mr. Thomsoen: T do not think the old men
would woerry much about it.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: No. Regarding
the medicine, if the member for Fremantle
ean bring forward the case of one inmate
who should Kave had medicine and could
not get it, I shall want to know the reason
why. T know of no instance where an in-

That was a bad mis-

The management rejected

[ASSEMBLY.]

mate wa$ eniitled to medicine and did n
get it. It is not n matter of whether £2
is suilicient. That iz the estimated cost
the medicine, but if £700 worth was 1
quired, they would gzet it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
would.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: There is no chan
of having the bore reopened.

Hon. G. Taylor: Why?}

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: It caused t
much commotion there. We have arrang
with the gardens’ board, who are using t
surplus water from the bore, to erect
shower through the fence. The old me¢
can use this shower free of charge. 1 won
not grant this permissisn uuless the boa
gusranteed to erect separate showers fi
the old men free of charge, 'These faciliti
are only 50 rards away from where they ¢
in the open air.

Mr. Richardson:
now¥

Hon. 8. W. MUNSIE: I believe so.
would be unwise to reopen the bore.

Mr., LAMONT): Better medical attentic
should be provided at the Old Men’s Hox
It is said to be diffieult for the inmates «
the institntior to attract the attention -
the dector. Very often the medical m:
spends only half an honr there, and sor
of the old men have not seen a doctor £
weeks. One man said he found great dif
culty in getting medieal attention. Docto
shounld be asked to spend more time ther
for after all there are 600 inmates af
home,

Mr. Chesson: It should be in charge .
a medical man.

Mr. LAMOND: There should be a re:
dent doctor at the place. The morgue
a very small one. On one particular di
five men died, and the bodies were stack:
on top of eachk ather. A notice was put ¢
the door stating that there was only stan
inz room left inside. The morgne shou
he enlareed. It is not nice for the old m
to think that when they die thev may |
stacked in a place like that. YWhen fi
men died in vne dav, it s understood the
were perishing from the cold because
their lack of clothine.

Hon. G. TAYLOR: The member fi
Fremantle said that €200 was hardlv wor
mentinning when it eame to a ouestion «
aroplvinge medicines for over 600 me
When T was chairman of the Perth Hogpit

Of course th

Is the shower the



(10 Novemeer, 1926.]

medicine was supplied to the Old Men’s
Home free of charge.

Hon, 8. W. Munsie: That is still done.

Hon. G. TAYI.OR: The medicine was
sent down in cartloads twe or three times
a week. Whatever was required was sent.
1 once interviewed the Minister with the
object of inducing him to make a special
allowance to the hospital for these medi-
eines, but nothing was done. I do not know
why £200 is set down in the Estimates for
raedicine, unless the system has been altered.
The Perth Hospital supplied very much
more than £200 weorth of medicine every
year.

The Premier: There are other homes in
ihe State which are supplied with medicines
that do nol come from any hospital.

Mr. Sampson: Has any progress been
made with regard to.deep therapy and X-
ray treatment?

Hon. 8. W, MUXNSIE: In the case of a
person requiring deep therapy treatment
the resident medical officer of the Perth
Public Hospital and the doctor ontside con-
fer. If they recommend that the patient
should be treated in this way, the depart-
ment has this done and pays for it. A con-
traet was made with Dr. Syme Johnson and
Dr. Donald Smith, the only two medi-
cal men in Perth possessing deep therapy
apparatus. The econtract provides for tha
treatment of all such cases. A fair number
have been treated, and 1 was anxious o
obtain parficalars of the resnlts. I am glad
to say that some of the eases have resulted
satisfactorily up to date, Tp cases treated
over two years awo there was, up to a re-
cent date when inquirv was made, no re-
currence of the growth. TIn other cases,
which were treated just for the time being,
there was regrowth, and the patients have
passed away.

Mr. Sampson: I believe a certain per-
centage of eures has been recorded in Mel-
bourne.

Hon. 8. W, MUNSIE: Not very many,
I am sorry to say.

Hon. G. Taylor: The treatment has not
proved a suceess.

Hon. 8. W. MUNSITE: There have been
gome cures, lowever., [n cases where the
patient is unable to pay but is recom-
mended as 1 have stated, the department
find the necessarv funds for treatment.

Vote put and passed.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.13 p.m.
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‘The PRESIDENT took ihe Chair at 4.30
pw, and read prayers.

QUESTION—CITIZENS' MEMORIAL.

Hon, J. M. MACFARLAXE asked the
Chief Secrtary: Seeing that a citizens' men:-
orial, annexures, ete., sworn before, and ap-
proved by, the Federal Royal Commission in
Perth, 20th March, 1925, was signed by
many thousands of representative bodies and
electors, and placed hefore that Commission
facts which have been, and will be, benefirial
to Western Australia; and since the mem-
urial has been further supported recently
by the resolutions of many muonicipal eoun-
cils, road boards, and other bodies, will the
Minister place eopies of the memeorial and
resolutions on the Table of this House for
the further information of this House, and
of others in Western Australia and else-
where?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: As

these have been publie properiy for so long,
it is unneecessary to follow this course.

BILL—STATE INSURANCE.
Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the previous day.

HON. J. EWING (South-West) [4.35] I
have listened with great attention and anm
open mind to all that has been said by hon.
members during the conrse of the debate on
this Bill. T have given that attention to
these who spoke for, as well as to those who
spoke against, the legislation. T have ar-
vived at a conelusion that is satisfactory
to my own mind, bat whether it will be
satisfactory to that of others, is another
question. The tone of the debate has been
a high onme, reflecting the greatest credit
upon hon. members who bave appreached
the question with an open mind and with a
degire to do what is right in the interests
of the State and of the miners suffering



