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"dilitit COLlacil' is 'I better one or not is
a nmoot point. It mig-lt be better to call
themn provincial or Shire Councils. The
building of homes is not one of the func-
tionsz of road boards, although I have no
objection to their builiing homes for their
employees. Very ofteii it is difficult to get
a houLse in a small town, and it is possible
that owing to the shortageM of accomamoda-
tion eertain individuals may erect houses
aind charge exorbitant rents for them. If
a road board had power tr build homes for
the emp~loyees. all this additional cost would
be saved. Such a provision would do away
wcith a lot of the trouble that has occurred
in Some towns, and bo the means of pro-
viding suitable residences for good em-
ployees. I have pleasure in Supporting the
second reading of the Bill.

On mofion by Hon. Sir William Latlilain,
debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.27 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.mn., aind read prayers.

QUESTION-MILK SUPPLY.
Mr. SAMPSON asked Hen. S. 1W Man-

sie (Honorary Minister): What steps do
the Government propose to take in order to
give effect to the report and recommenda-
tions of the Royal Commission on Metro-
politan Milk Supply submitted in 1925?
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Hon. S. W. MU1NSIE replied: It is pro-
posed during the next session of Parliament
to introduce legislation dealing with the
matter.

QUESTION-WAR RELIEr FUNDS.

Mir. 'WILSON asked the Premier: 1, Has
his attention been drawn to the annual re-
port of the Red Cross Society, wherein it is
stated that £500 was received from the war
relief funds during the year? 2, In view of
the early passage of a War Relief Funds
Bill, will he affirm the desirability of all
trustees of war relief funds withholding fur-
ther action in respect of advances until the
council or committee, as provided for in the
proposed Bill, is constituted?

The PREMI1ER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes.

QUESTION-SEPTIC TANKS,
CLAREMONT.

Mr. NORTH asked Hon. S. W. Munsie
(Honorary Minister) : Has the Bill author-
ising local bodies in the Claremont electo-
rate to introduce septic tanks been pre-
prepared?7

Ron. S. W. MUNSEE replied: The pre-
paration of the Bill is now in the bands of
the Crown Law Department, and the mecas-
ure should be ready within about ten days.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Messag-e fromn the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the following, Bills:

1, Stamp Act Amendment.
2,y Supply (No. 3), £E1,363,500.
3, Broome Loan Validation.
4, Land Tax and Income Tax.
5, Inspection of Scaffolding Act Amend-

ment.

BIL-CONSTITUTION ACT AMMliD-
KlENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 7th September.

MR. PANTON (Menzies) [4.37]: A good
deal has been said about this Bill. already.
Prohably it is looked upon as a hardy an-
nual. Nevertheless, in my opinion it repre-
sents a much needed reform.
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Honl. Sir James Mitchell: Like redistribu-
tion of seats.

Mr. PAN TON: Yes. Possibly we shiall
meet with the same fate on this Bill as the
present Leader ot the Opposition encoun-
tered in connection with his Ifedistribution
of Seats.Bill, The measure may he regarded
as a preliminary to redistribution. If hon.
members opposite are in earnest-which I
have no reason to doubt-as to redistribu-
tion of seats, they must regard the present
Bill as the first step towards giving the
Parliamentary franchise to a greater num-
ber of people. Unquestionably there is in-
consistency on the part of members who,
preach redistribution to this Chamber and
are not prepared to give the full vote for.
Parliament to that large number of peoplei
who, after all, arc producers, whether of
wheat or wool or gold. Many of those pro-
ducers at present have not the full vote for
the Parliament of this State. The fact that
people over the age of 21 have a vote for
this Chamber does not give them a vote for
the Parliament of Western Australia, as we
must all realise from the number of mes-
sages read by you, Mr. Speaker, here night
after night, to the effect that another plate
agrees to a measure of ours with amend-
ments. This proves that the Legislative As-
sembly is not the Parliament of' Wsetcrn
Australia, but only a part of it.

Hon. W. J. George: Are not you satis-
fied with this port?

Mr. PANT ON: I am so well satisfied that
I hope I may remain here for many years
in the company of the lion, member inter-
jecting. However, I am anxious that work-
ers now debarred from casting a vote for
the Legislative Council should have that pri-
vilege. M1%embers opposite, when speaking
on this Bill, have laid stress on the circum-
stance that a mere matter of paying 6s. Id.
per week rent entitles a person to a vote
LOY the Legislative Council. Those members,
however, overlook the fact that the metro-
politan area of Western Australia does not
contain all the people entitled to elect the
Parliament of this State. Out of 202,000
persons enrolled for the Legislative Assem-
bly, only some 00,000 are on the Legislative
Council roll. Mforeover, as has been pointed
out, many of the names on the Legislative
Council roll appear for more than one pro-
vince. As regards the 6s. Id. rental, there
would not he much hardship if only the resi-
dents of the metropolitan area were con-
cerned. The Bill provides simply that a

householder shall have a vote for another
place. It does not provide that every Legis-
lative Assembly voter shall have a vote for
the Council. I. am quite prepared to agree
that everyone having a vote f or this Chain-
h~er should, as a natural corollary, have a
vote for the other Chamber also. In pro-
viding for a household franchise, the Bill is
extremely moderate; in tact, it is altogether
too moderate for my liking. The 6is. 1d..
rental cats no ice, because of the thousands
of men who have pioneered this country and
are still living ia the backbloaks and rear-
ing their families there. Those men have
been responsible for the winning of millions
of pounds' worth of gold in Western Aus-
tralia; yet because their houses are on lease-
holds belonging to mining companies, even
though they own the houses, or though they
may be paying a rental of as much as 10s..
per week for them, they are prevented from
obtaining a vote for the Legislative Council,
the road boards not having valued those
hr uses at the necessary amount. I make this
statement in correction of something said by
tie Leader of the Country Party. Thous-
ands of men, worthy citizens, residing on
the goldfields have built homes suited to the
climatic conditions there and have reared
their families in them; but because the home
is not valuied high enough by the local au-
thorities to entitle them to the Legislative
Council franchise, they are debarred from
voting for the complete Parliament of West-
ern Australia. On the timber mills the same
state of affairs exists. In the electorate of
the member for Forrest (Miss Holman)
there are only from (30 to SO voters for the
Leg-islative Council.

Ho11. W. J. George:' What rent do they
pay for their houses 9

21r. PANTON: The Bill explicitly defines
"house."

Hon. AV. D. .1nhn~on 7That is the Bill.
Mr. PANT ON: Yes. Surely the man who

rears a family in a place is entitled to call
it a house, and ask for the Legislative Coun-
cil vote in respect of it. The member for
Murray-Welling-ton (Hon. IV. J1. George)
-kows9 that the rents for houses on timber
mills are nomntmal.

ion. W. J. George: How much are they?
Mr. P ANTON: From is. per week for

a single man's hut uip to 7s. Gd. pet wveek
for houses.

lion. W. J. George: Then the tenants of
those houses are entitled to the Legislative
Council vote, and can get it.
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M1r. i/ANT UN: No. 'The great majority
of them pay from 4s. to 5s. per week.

lion. AV. J. Licorge: Then they have gut
cheap houses..

M r. PANTUN: I ant coming- to that
point. Every time the timber workers go
before the Arbitration Court to ask for anl
Iee~ in pay, it Lz immsediately argued by
the employers thant tboze workers get cheap
Iwotie.es and rue firewood. Those factorsi
ha1ve alay, been taken into consideration
by the Arbitration Court, and as a conse-
quencee the basic wvage for the timber mills
Lasi always been fixed lower than that fur
the metropolitan area.

Hon. W. .1. GJeorge: The timber workers
get pretty fair wages.

3fr. PAN TON: They nee cruet (oo nitili
wages, and the hon. member knows it.

Hlon. AV j1 (coIrgc: -Neier of as does.
Mr. t'ANTON: Admnittedly rents on tim-

ber mill, are cheap in ulnmriaoli with rents
in the mnetroiiolitni area, Sonic of the houses
onl the tilber mills are comfortablere-
dencez, and some are indifferent. The rent*
charged tire taken into consideration when
wages, are being assessed by the Arbitration
Court. The Chief Electoral Olficer, bowevei,'
gives no eoidiainto those facts upon
an application Fir a vote for the Legislative
Concil.

Hon. W. J1. George: Hle cannot. It i s
not his business.

Mr. PANTON: It is our business to allow
him to do so, and the Bill provides a defl-
nition under which he will have the righit
to do so, If a man, by virtue of his employ-
mient, is, compelled to lire in a district re-
mote from the metropolitan area, surely we
are not going to debar him from having a
vote for the Council. The mnen in the tint-
her areas. are just ats much concerned in
legislation as is anybody else. Recently we
had a Bill of vital interest; to them, but the
fact that they have no rote for another
place prevented them from voicing their
opinions on that mneasure in that RHouse. It
is many years since the franchise was
altered. and T am ready to believe that in
12R9 we are sufficientlyv democratic to cive

a householder a rote for the Council. We
hear P lot ahout a mnan having a stake in
the country. hut it is not easy to find a satic-
factory definition of the phrase. T remem-
ber debating at Pill when T had the honour
to he a member of the Council. One of the
northern members was stressing thle neces-
titv for having a stake in the country. I

asked hit for a definition of "stake in the
country," and he said it meant that a man
should be married or go0 on the land. My
definition is, rather, that all who have to
respect tlse laws of the country should have
a voice in sending representatives to make
those law&. However, that is not the defini-
tion the Premier has expressed in the Bill,
-which provides merely that a householder
shall have a vote for the Council. Surely
every man who, rearing a family, becomes
a householder has sufficient stake in the
country to suit even the Leader of the Op-
position, who believes that every man should
mnarry and have a large family.

lion. NV. J. George: Pleople do not have
lan~rp tnrilipr; now.

, Vr. PANTON: You do not encourage
tl]C iii.-eliulcler to have a large family. Give
him a vote for the Council, and the result
may be different.

lion. 01. Taylor: Guarantee that, and I
wrill vote for tile Bill.

Air. l'ANTON: The Leader of the Coun-
try Party, seems to think the Bill a huge
joke. I-. it a huge joke to send men out
into the coun1ty to produce wealth? Men
u ho have produced great wealth in the
country and so given Western Australia the
opportunuty to grow wheat, are debarred
from the privileges afforded to the men wu
are puitting on the land to-day.

Hon. W. J. George: The greatest -wealth
that can be produced in Western Australia
is a large family.

Mr. PA"NTON: I say to the primary pro-
ducers that if they arc genuine in their
advocacy of primary production they should
give those producing gold and timber the
right to send representatives to the State
Parliament. That is all the Bill asks for.
1 cannot believe that any member of the
Honse is so undemocratic as to he able to
bring himself to vote against the Bill. Can-
didly, I am disappointed in the measure,
believing that it should go very much fur-
ther. However, I will support it, and 1
hope that the Leader of the Opposition also,
reconsiderine the matter, will vote for the
seond readine.

HON. W. 3. GEORGE (Murray-Welling-
ton) r4..521: Although impressed with the
speech we have just listened to, I think the
existing qualification is quite low enough to
earny out what is required. A rental of
£17 per annumt means 6s. 6d. per week.
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Who in Western Australia pays a lower
rentall

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Thousands on the
goldfields and in the timber areas.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: A comparatively
few people. I think £17 quite low enough
as a qualification, Inquiry at the Electoral
Department would show that there are
numbers of people without votes who could
have votes if they wanted them. At the
latest Legislative Council elections in the
South-West I was astonished to find there
were so few people on the rolls. I took it
up with the Chief Electoral Officer and sug-
gested that if he used the rate books of the
local authorities, he would be able to get
quite a lot of additional names on the rolls.
To my surprise he told me he had sent out
over 2,000 claim cards and letters to people
whom he considered entitled to vote for the
Legislative Council, and that only a very
small percentage of them took the trouble
to reply and get themselves enrolled. in
the Murray-Wellington district nearly every
man should be entitled to a vote for the
Council.

Hon. 3. Cunningham: He is not, and you
know it.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: In the Harvey
Road Board rate book there are more names
of people entitled to he on the Legislative
Council roll than there are people actually
on the roll for the whole district. I searched
the rate books of the Murray Road Board
and the Drakesbrook Road Board and found
the same condition of affairs. It was be-
cause of that that I went to the Chief Ele-
toral Officer. It seems there is a great deal
of apathy in respect to the Legislative Coun-
cil roll, although not in respect of the As-
sembly roll.

Hon. AV. D. Johnson: Why should this
he: a four-roomed cottage in Perth repre-
sents the £17 qualification and, conse-
quently, a vote for the Council; whereas a
four-roomed cottage in a country electorate
represents less than £17, and so does not
entitle the occupier to a vote. Why should
£17 be a qunlification in one place and not
in another?

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: Most of the cot-
tages in my electorate are occupied by small
farmers who have land that, in itself, would
give the qualification. In the timber areas,
of course, some people pay only 4s. or 5s.

per week rent and so do not come within
the tjualitkcahon. However, that does not
affect the matter very mutch because, rela-
tively, their numbers arc but few.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: That shows the n-
fairness of the hon. member. There ara
thousands of such people on the goldfields
and in the timber areas.

Ron. W. J. GEORGE; We had brought
before us many instances that, I think,
wvould not come within the scope of the Bill.
The definition here given declares that
dwelling house means any structure of a
permanent character, being a fixture to the
soil. WIe could not call a tin hut or a bag
hut a permanent structure, yet on the gold-
fields many men live in such huts.

Hon. W. D. Johnson. The majority of
the goldfields houses have canvas walls.

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: There may be
something in the hon. member's contention
that if a £17 rental entitles to a vote in
one part of the State it should do so in all
parts of the State; hut as to lowering the
qualification, I think it is already sufficiently
low.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Why make it £17
or £15? Why not make it "householder,"
which gives a definite basisq

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: We must have
some property qualification, unless you pro-
pose to remove all qualification.

Hon. W. D3. Johnson: We are not asking,
for that.

Ron. W. J. GEORGE: Not yet. There
should be adopted some means to enable the
Chief Electoral Officer to see to it that every
man entitled to vote is automatically put on
the roll. In my opinion the present qualifi-
cation is sufficiently low.

Question put and declared passed.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: An absolute

majority is necessary to pass the measure.

Mr. SPEAKER: To satisfy me that the
second reading is carried by an absolute
majority, the House will divide

Division resulted as follows:-

Ayes
Noes

Majorit

26
- .. .. 18

tyfor.. . 8
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Mr. Angn
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Clydesdale
81r, Collier
Air. Carboy
Mir. Corerlfl
Mr. Cunningham
Mr. Heron
Miss Holman
Mr. Hughes
Mr, W. D. Johnson
Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lmmmond

Mr. Anugelo
Mr. Brown
Mr. Denton
Mr. George
Mr. Griffiths
Mr. E. S. Johnston
Mr. Lindsa3
Mr. Malay
Sir James Mitchell
Mr. North

-.%r. SPEAKER: I declare that the ques-
tion has been passed lby an absolute ma-
jority.

Bill1 read a second time.

In Committee.

31r. Lutey in the Chair; the Premier in
charg-e of the Bill.

Clatise 1-agreed to.

Clause 2-Amendment of Section 15:

Hon. W. J. GEORGE: The proviso states
that when a dwelling-house is only part of
a building and any other part is, in occu-
pation. as a dwelling of some other person,
the first-named part shall not he considered
a dwelling-house unless it is stucturally
severed from the other part of the building.
What is the need for the proviso? If it
were possible to sever the one part, it might
be worth more than £E17 per year.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3, Title-agreed to.

Bill reported wvithout amendment and the
report adopted.

Standing Orders Suspension.

THE PREMIER (Hlon. P. Collier-
Boulder) [5.9]: 1 move-

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is necessary to enable the Bill
to pass its third reading at this sitting.

The Lender of the Opposition will admit
that the merits of the Bill have been debated
on the second reading and that no good pur-

AYES.
Mr. Luter
Mr, Marshall
M r. Mcalltum
Mr. Millington
M r. Muale
Mr, Fantomi
Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Troy
Mr, A. Wanshrough
Mr. Wilicock
Mr. Withers
M1r. Wilson

(Tonler.)

Mr. Sampson
Mr. J. aF Smith
Mir, Stubbs
Mr. Taylor
Mr, Tesale
Mr. Thomson
Mr. C. F, Wansbraugh
Mr. Richardson

(Teller.)

loecan be served by postponing the third
reading. If members agree to a Suspension
of the Standing Orders, we shall be able to
pas~s the Bill through its remaining stage
to-day and that will facilitate its discus-
sion in another place. The third reading is
usually regarded as being formal and passed
without discussion, and I hope the Hous e
will agree to a suspension of the Standing
Orders to perinit of thme third reading being
passed to-day, rather than insist upon the
delay that otherwise must be involved.

Mr. Thomson: It will mnean only one day's
delay.

The PREMIER: Ye;, but it is not always
possible to have a constitutional majority
present.

Mr. Richardson: That is a very important
admission.

T he PREMIER: Of course I shall be
able to get a constitutional majority at some
future time, hut it may not be to-morrow,
To be quite frank, some Ministers propos~e
to attend a show to-morrow, and it will
mean that Lhe third reading cannot be taken
until some time next week. Members who
are opposed to the Bill must admit that no
gfood purpose will be served by delaying
its passage for another week.

Ion. G. Taylor: You have 26 supporters
present to-day and it is not wvise to crack
the whip too often.

The PREMIER: A constitutional ma-
jority will be available latcr on, hut I iih
to obviate delay in transmitting the measure
to another place. I hope members ill see
the reasonableness of allowing the third
reading to be passed to-day.

RON. SIR JAMWES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [5.12]: We cannot prevent the pass-
age of the motion for suspending the Stand-
ing Orders, because the Premier has 26 sup-
porters present and there is no need for us
to help him, but I fear that the course he
sug-gests, if it becomes a practice, might
prove very dangerous. The opportunity to
(ipuss a Bill on the motion for the third
reading is often availed of and often has
been availed of by the Premier and those
members sitting behind him. T realise that
everything that need be said on the Bill has
been said; at the same time T do not know
why the Premier cannot have his 26 members
present to-morrow.

The Premier: Because two Ministers are
going to a show.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: This
House could be show enough for them to-

4ota.
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morrow. Their business is in this House
and not in electioneering about the country.

.1r. Wilson: You go to showvs, too.
Hon. Sir JA'MES MITCHELL: Very sel-

dom, though I should like to.
The Premier: We are pressed to attend

shows in constituencies that we do not
represent and are never likely to represent.

Hon. Sir JAMfES MITCHELL: Please
God you never will represent them!

The Mlinister for Lands: I think the Pre-
mier is under a misapprehension there.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Not at
all. At any rate we shall see in Mfarchi
next.

The Premier: Do not let us get into the
quarrel any earlier than is necessary.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We have
been fairly peaceful, but there are some
things about which we shall quarrel before
the next elections, one of them an electoral
matter of which the Minister for Justice has
some knowledge. I shall not say anything
more about that at present. To suspend the
Standing Orders would be to create a dan-
gerous precedent. Still I can understand
the Premier, who has 26 faithful supporters
present, being anxious to finish the Bill to-
day.

The Premier: I would not have moved the
suspension of the Standing Orders if I had
thought it wvould seriously inconvenience the
Opposition, but I felt that all that could be
said had been said, and the third reading is
usually regarded as formal.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Not
necessarily. Some members are awvay to-day.

Mr. Heron: Only three.
IMr. Wilson: They should he here.

Ron. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Probably,
but they are not here. They mnay' have some-
thing to sny on the third reading if the
opportunity is offered to them. The Premier
need not consider this side of the House. He
must hnve 26 members to vote on this motion,
and he has that number. He can put the
thing through without consultingl us. It is a
very dangerous suggestion, and one that we
would not tolerate in connection with any
other Bill, and one that I do not approve of
in connection with this Bill. There is no0
special reason for this action, except that it
will convenience members sitting opposite.

The Premier: It will facilitate discussion
in another place.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHlELL: They are
very busy there.

The Premier: They will soon clean tlic
bjusiness up. They are working wvell ani
going splendidly.

lion. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: The Pre
ier is an optimist.

The Premier: I do not say in what wa3
they will clean it up. They will dispose o]
it.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If th(
work is disposed of in a manner that the
Premier wvill consider is the wrong wianner
it will not satisfy him.

Hon. WV. D. Johnson: Surely the Leadej
of the Opposition knows that this will beE
deciding factor in the matter of redistribu
tion.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Redistri.
bution is more important than this Bill. Wh3
should we deny justice to the electors by re-
taining the present electoral boundaries ol
districts represented by members? I do nol
know why members opposite do not insisi
on justice being done.

Hon. W. ID. Johnson: We cannot gel
justice.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We wauil
an assurance that a redistribution of scab
Bill will he brought down, Of course, th(
Preiier will be able to carry out his sug
gestion, because he has the numbers, butI
dto not alpprove of it.

HON. W. ID. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[5.18] : 1 desire to support the Premier'E
motion, because I do want to give anothei
place the enrliest possible opportunity of de
Plaring themselves on this important matter

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: That is no rea
son

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is one of tin
most important questions exercisin, flu(
minds of .the people. The whole Of on]
present Parliamentary representation need.
reviewing and reformng-. The essential pre-
edent to the reform of this Chamber is tc
get the other Chamber into closer contact
with the people, so that they may give Yea
sonable consideration to a redistribution ol
seats in this Chamber. If we had control ol
redistribution, it would be our duty t,, attend
to it immediately, but when another plac(
practically has the deciding voice in thE
matter, wve want to give them an opportunit3
of becoming qualified to express an opinior
upon it. This is an essential preliminary tc
that, and should be considered by anolthet
place at the earliest possible moment. W(
will then know whether they are prepared
to get themselves more into touch with thc
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people, and quality themselves to have a
voice in the representation of this Cham-
ber. Because of that I want the matter ex-
pedited. I waont to know the attitude of an-
other place, so that I may play some little
part in the matter of the redistribution.

Point of Order.

Mr. Angelo: We cannot prevent this
motion from going through, because the
numbers are against us. I would remind the
Premier that Standing Order 416 says that
in the case of urgent necessity any Standing
Order or Orders of the House may be sus-
pended on a motion duly made and seconded
without notice, provided sueh motion has
the concurrence of an absolute majority of
the whole of the members of the House.

Mr. Speaker: Does the hon. member raise
that point?

Mr. Angelo: No. No doubt the motion
will be carried by an absolute majority.
The Premier has not made out a case of
uirgent necessity.

The Premier: That is for the Speaker to
decide.

Mr. Angelo: Exactly.
The Premier: Are you raising a point of

order?
'Mr. Angelo:- No.
The Premier: Then why bother about it!
Mr. Angelo: I1 want to induce members

of the House not to vote for the motion, be-
cause the Premier has not put up a case of
urgency.

The Premier: It is within the Standin'_z
Orders. If you raise that 'point, you rais;e
it as a point of order.

Mr. Angelo: I am not raising it as such.
The Premier: There is no other way of

raising it.
Mr. Angelo: We have had case after ca, e

of notice being properly given beforeha-nd
of a desire to suspend the Standing Orders.
This is entirely opposed to precedent. It
has been thrown at us.

'Mr. Speaker: Strictly, the bon. member
is speaking to a point of order. Does he
desire the Chair to rule upon the subject!
If not, the hon. member is out of order.

Mr. Angelo: According to the Orders of
the Day, this item appears as No. 16.

Mr. Speaker: Is the hon. member still
arguing as to the urgency!

Mr. Angelo: Yes.
Mr. Speaker: As a point of order!

M1r. Angelo: 1 will raise it as a point of
order so that I may proceed, but I cannot
see that the ease is one of urgency. We have-
always been given notice of an important
muotion like this. Why does the Premier puit
this down on the Notice Paper as Order of
the flay No, 169 It has been low on the
list for several weeks, but suddenly it is
brought up above everything else, although
members understood, from the publicity
which has been given to the Order of the
Day, that numerous other items would pre--
cede it. The only explanation given is that
sonie members opposite will not be here to-.
morrow. That is not a ease of urgency.

The Minister for Lands: The hon. mem-
ber said ha was speaking to a point of order..
Must he not commit his point of order 1Wo
writing!

The Premier, He should speak to his.
paint of order. His present remarks have-
nothing to do with it.

Mr. Angelo: I want to show that this
is not a matter of urgency. The Premier
has no ease at all for a suspension of the
Standing Orders, or for bringing this mat--
ter on to-day.

The Premier: Do you not see that it is,
not for me to state a ease? If I am not in:
order, that is for the Speaker to decide.

Mr. Angelo: My point of order is that
this motion cannot be carried because it does-
not come within the scope of Standing Order
416.

Mr. Speaker: In cases of urgent neces-
sity any Standing Order or Order of the
House may be suspended on motion duly
made and seconded without notice, provided
that such motion has the concurrence of an
absolute majority of all members of the
Legislative Assembly. l honi member
rises the point as to whether this is a mat-
ter of urgent necessity. The mover of the
motion clearly showed that it was an urgent
ease. Now is the opportunity to send the
measure to another place. If it were allowed
to take its ordinary course, it might be de-
layed, and it might not be considered until
towards the end of the session. This
makes it a matter of urgency. Moreover,
it is difficult, as the hon. member knows,
to keep an absolute majority in con-
stant attendance. It is ver ,y urgent and
very necessary that a wise G4overnment
sho .uld takce advantage of an absolute
majority' in the public interests. I, there-
fore, rule that the motion is in order.

2013.
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lion. Sir James Mitelhell: Before you rule,
Sir, I -.hould like to state my dlonhts as to
whether this can be considered a matter of
urgency, if the only urgency about it is
that there are 26 members on the Govern-

wnent side present to-day. Members are sup-
posed to be in their places; it is their duty
to be here, particularly if the importance of
inatteis so be dealt with demands their at-
tention. It cannot be argued that we should
consider every one of the 26 members con-
cerned.

The Premier: It is urgent that this Bill
should go to another place, and the pre-
sence of 26 members here wilt enable that
to be done.

Hon. Sir James Mlitchiell: The Speaker
says that the presence of 26 members to-day
makes it convenient for the Premier to pas
the third reading, and that it may not be
convenient for those members to he here to-
morrow.

The Premier: It makes it possible to do
this to-day.

lion. Sir James idlitchell: I say with all
due deference this cannot be considered a
matter of urgencey. Because to-morrow some
members on the Government side do not
wish to be present, we cannot say that we
shoald take business to-day which oughit to
he taken to-morrow. If it wecre urgent that
another place should give consideration tit
this Bill because the session was closing, I
should not raise any objec-tion, but we are
not near to closing the -2,ssion yet. The
Premier says that another place can get
through their business quirkly' , but they will
be sitting for several weeks yet.

The Premier: We are approaching the
end of the session.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: From the
point of view of time it is not
urgent that this Bill should go forward
to-day. Metrely' because it may be difficult
to induce the same number of members
opposite to be present to-mnorrow, it does
not maike thic; a matter of urgency' .
On this point the Premier has made out no
ease. There iz no nemd to take the third
reading to-day.

Mr. Speaker: 7 have already ruled on
that question.

Mr. J7. TI. Smith: r oes that close the
discuission?

'Mr. Speaker: T harp- ruled that the mo-
tion is in order.

Hon. Sir James Mfitelel: I did not hear
that.

Mr. Speaker: I did rule in that way. 1.1
is part of the functions of the Speaker tN
defer to the wishes and precedents of
the House, and the Government art
entitled to take lawful and hononrablE
means to further the business of the
House. It is the duty of the Speakear
to aSsAi~t theml as far as he' can in that re.
spect. Th le question o(turgency wvill realty
be decided hN' the vote o. the h1ouse and it
is surely urgent iii view of die approaching
close of the session, su that the Government,
I will not say should iake udvantage of, hut
shoul1d use the circtimst-ce of the presence
of an absolute majority to tarry on their
business.

Hon. Sir James AMitdhelt: I am sorry fox
Government members.

The Premier: The JIlM affects lion, mem-
bers in another place mnartieuarly, and they
are entitled to here tbe Bill before them for
consideration.

The Speaker: Undoubtedly. Ron. mem-
hers know that it is not quite correct to say
that the end of the session is not really
close at hand.

Mr. Thomison: I ami orry that I cannot
ag1ree With your roili1:-, Mfr. Speaker, for
the reason that I am afraid we are estab-
lishing a very dangerouis precedent.

Mr. Speaker: But the procedure has
already been laid down in this Chamber and
time precedent established.

JDissent from Ruling.
\Ilr. Thomnson: Then I -will move to dis-

agree with your ruling as a matter of prin-
ciiple, because we are re-ally setting tip a
dangerous precedent. T move -

That the House disagrees from Mr. Speak-
er's ruling.

The Minister for Mlitims: But the prece-
dlent has already been laid down.

The M.inistrer for Lands: Yes. It was
laid down before this.

M r. Thoms-on : Ii in my opinion, this is not
iue thiat we should pas--s.

Mr'. Richardson: And the circumstances
miay% not have been the same on the pre-
Vion1S occasion.

Mr. Thomnson: The dlangecrous part of
the position is that it is quite right in your
opinion, M1r. Speaker, that the presence of
an absolute majority of members on the
Government side of time House should be
made use of for this purpose.

The Minister for Lands: On a point of
order, can the hon. inewber discuss your
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ruling without moving that it be disagreed
with -1

Mr, Thomson: I dlid do so.
The Minister for Lands; You did not.
The Minister for -Mines: Welt, put your

reasons iii writing,
Mr. Thomson: I said definitely when I

commenced to speak that I moved to dis-
agree with your ruling.

Mr. Speaker: Will the hon. member state
his reasons in writing, so that I may know
whether he is in ordu;-.

lion. G-. Taylor; I ahways understood
that written reasons- were banded to a
ehlairman of comnuittees when such a motion
Was moved because they had to be put be-
fore the Speaker. I did not know it was
necessary to put reasons in writing when
disagreeing vith the Speaker's ruling.

Mr. Speaker: I reonire to know detinitelv
upon what ground thie hon. member desire's
to move that my ruling he disagreed with.

The Minister for Lands: It has always
been done this wa y.

Mr. Richardson: Not. since T have been
here.

Mfr. Thomson: I have moved to disagree
wihYour ruling on, the ground that the

Standing Orders provide for the Standing
Orders being suspended without notice, but
that such a motion can he accepted only in
a ease of urgent ner essity; also on the
ground that the only argument in support
of the suspension of the Standing Orders
has been that it will suit the convenience of
the supporters of the Government to-day.

Mr. Speaker: 1 cannot accept that por-
lion of the reasons because it is not correct.
There were other reasons urged.

Mr. Thomson: At ay rate these are my
reasons, and ILam sorry, Mr, Speaker, that
you cannot accept them. On these grounds,
I object to your ruling. You clearly stated
that you considered the Government were
justified in taking advan~tage of their ab-
solute majority, to carny on the business.

Hon. G. Taylor: And also that the
Speaker should uphold the Government in
conducting the business of the House.

'Mr. Thomson: E*c lv. The reason for
my motion is that, in rry opinion, your rub-
lug establishes a very danrospednt

Mr. Speaker: The precedent has already
been established.

The Premier: It does not establish any
such thing.

Mr. Thomson: We are entitled to voice
our objections to the action proposed in

connection with the Bill. It establishes a
%-ery dangerous precedent.

Mr. Lutey: You keep on saying that.
Mr. Thomson: And I will repeat it as

long as I choose.
The 'Minister for Lands: How can you

re peat anl incorrect statement all the time?
Mr. Thomson: It is a correct statement.
The Minister for Lands: It is most incor--

rect.
Mr. Thomson: It is not in the best inter-

ests of this House that such a ruling should
be passed over, without exception being
taken to it. For the reasons I have indi-
cated I voice my protest. It is all very fine
to suggest that for the convenience of hon.
members, the Standing Orders will be sus-
pended. Uptortunately the House is gov-
erned by precedent and, unless we disagree
with the Speaker's ruling, it may be said
on future occasions that we agreed to
this course.

The Minister for Mines: On a point of
order. You, 'Mr. Speaker, stated you would
not accept the motion moved by the member
for Entanning. That being so, what is he
discussing'? What is before the Housel

Mir. Thomson: 1 am disagreeing with the
ruling.

Thle Minister for Mines: But there must
be a motion before the House, and there is
nonle.

M r. Speaker: The hon. member may pro-
ceed.

Mr. Thomson: The main object I have in
voicing My Protest is that, in my opinion,
we lay down at this sitting a dangerous
precedent, and on some future occasion wvhen
similar circumstances may arise, it will be
qtuoted to us that onl this particular day
the House agreed to certain things being
(lone under certain conditions, and, there-
fore, the House would be in order in doing
omlething that the Government sought to

Jo. Time and again rulings of the House of
C-ommons and of other Houses of Par-ha-
inept have been put before hon. members
to show that a certain procedure had been
adopted, and in the circumstances, that cer-
tamn proposals were in order. I consider the
arguments in favour of the motion for the
suspension of the -Standing Orders did not
establish the claim that this is a matter of
urgency. This is a dangerous principle for
a Government to set up. No doubt the rea-
sons advanced by the Premier were probably
justifiable from his standpoint, because he-
expects that to-morrow one or two of his
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Ministers will be absent on public duties.
But that does ut rupresent at matter of
urgency within the meaning of the Stand-
ing Orders. The Legislative Council will
have considerable time in which to diseuaq
the question dealt with in the Bill. As a,
matter of fact, I spoke on the second read-
ing of the Bill on the 7th September, and
the measure has been held up since that
date for the convenience of the Government.
No objection was raised to that course.

Mr. Speaker: The hon. member must not
discuss the Bill.

Mr. Thomson: .[ am giving any reasons
why I do not regard this as a matter of
urgency. I am drawing attention to the
fact that I spoke on the second reading of
the Bill on the 7th September.

The Minister for Lands: And yovi have
been absent from the House most or the
time since then-

Mr. Thomson: Yes, on public duties, just
the samne as, other members of the House.
The Government did not hold up the busi-
ness merely because I was absent, although
I should have liked to discuss Bills and por-
tions of the Estimates that have been dealt
with. I have been attending shows in the
country districts, just as Ministers have been
doing. Although I spoke on the Bill on the
7th September, it has remained on the
Notice Paper at the second reading stage
since then, and for the convenience of Gov-
ernment supporters it has been kept well
do-wn on the Notice Paper. It cannot he re-
garded as a matter of urgency seeing that
it has not been before the House since the
7th September.

Mr. "Withers: You do not 'know because
you were not present; you have been attend-
ing shows.

Mr. Thomson: Don't talk nonsense.
Mr. Speaker: Order!
Mr. Thomson: The Premier's statement

does not disclose any urgency about the
question nor does it justify the suspension
of the Standing Orders for the purpose in-
dicated. I respectfully move that your
ruling be disagreed with on the grounds that
I have indicated. I know what the Stand-
ing Order relating to this matter sets forth,
and T realise that the Government have on
their side of the House the statutory majl-
ority of 26 members. Still the matter is
not one of urgency.

Mr. Sampson: I second the motion.
Mr. Speaker: The member for Kalanning

has taken exception to my ruling. Precisely

a similar instance, on all fours with the
question before us, occurred in loll. Strange
to say it arose on the subject of a Redis-
tribution of Seats Bill. The then Premier,
Mr. Frank Wilson, moved-

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as will enable the Redistribution of
Seats Bill to pass through its remaining stages
on this day.
That is precisely the same motion as that
moved by the Premier.

The Premier: And the then Premier was
in exactly the same position.

Mr. Thomson: Did those stages, Mr.
Speaker, include the third reading?

Mr. Speaker: Yes, the remaining stages
Mr' Sampson: Was that motion opposed!
Mr. Speaker: Of course it was opposed.
Mr. Sampson: Then it is proper for n!

to oppose this motion.
Mr. Speaker: )It was opposed on precisel3

the same ground as the motion is being op.
posed this afternoon, and the same Standinp
Orders were quoted in support of the Oh .
jections taken to the motion. On that oc-
casion the then Speaker quoted Redlich, ai
f ollows:-

The motion however well supported is bound
to be of an urgent character; the practice ol
the last 201 years-

That is, in the British Parliament.
-is fixed upon the requisite of urgency au
interpreted the right to move in a restrictivi
sense. It is; true that the urgency of the mat
ter which forms the occasion for the motloi
is not taken too literally; it is enough tha,
the mover considers his subject to be urgent
and is able to give it a plausible appenrance
of urgency, prodided always that the natur
of the subject is not of such a hind as plain),
to make such a description an abuse o:.
language.
Following that precedent, and following th
precedents set by this Chamber itself, I hay
rulled the motion in order. I have objectet
of course, to the statements made by the hoi:
member and L wish to make the eorreptio
so that it shall not go forth into print tha
on the question of urgency I am guided onl
by the convenience of the Government. On
of the arguments of the Premier in introdu(
ing the menasure was the urgency in gettin:
it transmitted to another place before
became too late in the session to calmly cor
sider it. The desire was to avoid delay
that would follow in the natural course c
events.

Mr. Sampson: I wish to draw attentio
to one, phase5 to wich up) to the present sag
there has been no reference. It is the prc
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tec-tion that Standing Order 416 gives to the
minority in the House. [t is a fact that
if it were competent to carry a motion for
the suspension of the Standing Orders, o.
so much of the Standing Orders as to enable
certain legislation to go through at one sit-
tintg, it would be competent aliso to alter th2
whole situation and in that way the min-
onity-which in this instance is the Opposi-
tion--wo'd Lic d'cnicl that protection given
to them by the Standing Orders. The
Standing Orders provide that the business
of the House shall be proceeded with, by
stages, and in that way the Opposition are
able to advance arguments that they may'
desire to submit. That is the only p~oint
I desire t~o make, namely, that if the Stand-
ing Orders were not in existence, the min-
ority would lie entirely at the mercy of the
majority.

The Premier: They are, and it must be
so. If the majority cared to adopt that
course, they could do it.

Mr. Sampson: I realise that that is the
case within limits, but the Standing Orders
set out a certain procedure.

The Premier : There is no limit. Any
Government in power may suspend the
Standing Orders provided they have the
necessary majority, and they could do so
from the beg-inning to the end of the session.

Mlr. Sampson: Mr. Speaker drew the at-
tention of the House to the phraseology of
Standing Order 416 regarding eases of ur-
gent necessity. There are some who dis-
agree with you, Mr. Speaker. They are ex-
pressing their disagreement in courteous
terms, and in doing so wish to uphold the
principle which is the foundation of the
whole of the procedure of Parliament,
namely, that there shall be certain protection
afforded to the minority in regard to matters
of constitutional importance when being
passed through their respective stages.

I-on. G. Taylor: There can be no two
opinions with reference to the Standing
Order referred to. Urgent necessity must be
the cardinal feature, and the question that
came up for the Speaker's ruling in 1911
was different from the subject we are deal-
ing with this afternoon. The Redistribution
of Seats Bill in 1911 passed througbi it.
second reading and Committee stage with
great difficulty and it reached the third
reading stage only' after many hours of
debate. At that time feeling ran so high
that the Opposition left the Chamber in dis-
gust at the manner in which the Govern-

ment of the day had put the Bill through
Committee. To-day wve have this urgent
measure, aind it has been compared with the
Redistribution of Seats Bill of 1911; it is
in respect of that, that you, Sir, based
your decision. We have jumped from item
No. 1 on the Notice Paper to item No. 10
so as to discuss this Bill. It has been on
the Notice Paper for over two months with-
out being discussed. Is that proof of ur-
gency? The proof of urgency lies in the
fact that there are 26 members on the Gov-
erment side of the House this afternoon.

The Premier: Quite so.
Hon. G. Taylor; That is beyond doubt

because we have not discussed the matter for
over two months. It is the majority that is
present that has made it urgent. I venture
to submuit the opinion that the framers of
Standing Order 416 never anticipated such
an instance of urgency. We have no hope;
the major-ity is there. All I wish to say
now is that if the opposition to this Bill
proves as disastrous to the present Govern-
mlent as the 1911 Bill to the then Govern-
mient, the p~reseflt Government will know all
about it.

1Mr. Marshall: You wvill know all about
it, too, from the prospectors and all those
chaps up there who are without a vote.

Mfr. Hughes: If I thought that the reason
given by, you, Mr. Speaker, for your rul-
ing formed the basis of the ruling, I should
be obliged to vote against it, but I think
that, notwithstanding that the conclusion
you arriv'ed at was wrong, I1 regard the rul-
ing as sound. It is not the first time that
we have had a sound ruling from wriong
reasons.

Mr. Richardson: That is a left-banded
compliment.

Mr. Hug-hes: Surely, if it is found that
the representation of the House dloes not
give expression to the will of the people, it
is urgent that the matter should be recti-
fled forthwith. The spirit of the Constitu-
tion is that the franchise shall be so ar-
ranged that the two Houses of Parliament
shall give expression to the will of the peo-
ple. If it is found that the franchise is so
arranged that it prevents that expression be-
ing given, it becomes something in direct
opposition to the spirit and the letter of the
Constitution. If we find that our method of
electing members to the Houses of Parlia-
ment is contrary to the Constitution, it be-
comes an urgent matter to put it right
forthwith. When a Bill is brought down to
amend the Constitution in respect of one
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House or the other, members on the Opposi-
tion side are not obliged to call for a divi-
sion. The Speaker has to satisfy himself
that there are 26 members present who ore
prepared to vote, in which event the divi
sion bells need not be rung., I did not hear
any voice call for a division and the second
reading could have been taken as having
been endorsed unanimously.

Mr. Thomson: Do you really think it
was?

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: But we had
division.

Mr. Hughes:- There was no call for a
division.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There must be
a division.

Mr. Hughes: The point I wish to make is
that if it is fou-nd that the laws are not giv-
ing effect to the spirit of the Constitution,
it becomes an urgent matter to rectify the
laws forthwith.

Mr. Richardson: But there is no Legis-
lative Council election until next May
tw-lye months.

M,\r. Hughe. : We are not concerned with
the Upper Houise.

Several Members: But this Bill deals with
the Upper House.

Mlr. Hughes: I ami aware of that, but the
point I wish to make is that the matter is
urgent and it should be put into effect im-
mediately. I agree that there should he a
redistribution of seats, It makes dem-Loc-
racy a f arce when you give an adult a vote
and wiake that vote equal to 50 others. That
is burlesquing democracy, If a motion were
brought down-

Mr. Speaker: Order! The lion. member
cannot discuss re-distribution of seats.

'Mr. E. B. Johnston: A motion was
brought down on that subject.

Mr. Hughes: No. It would 'not be
right, Mr. Speaker, for any member who is
satisfied that this is a matter of urgency to
vote that your rulling be disagreed with.
simply because one of the reasons given does
lnt meet with his approval. If it were
merely a question of suiting the conveni-
ence of 26 members, I would vote with the
Leader of the Country Party. As I amn

stsedthat the Bill is urgent and that
the proposed suspension is in conformity
with the Standing Orders, I shall vote
against his motion.

Mr. Angelo: A little while back, Mr.
Spenk-er, you quoted from a debate which
took place. in 1911. You pointed out that a
precedent had been established there. I

would, however, like to bring before you
this point, that the two eases are not at all
si4milar. I have here the Notices and Orders
of the Day for the sitting of the 13th Janu-
ary, 1011. In passing I may point out that
the session had then reached January,
whereas we are only in November. In the
former case, therefore, there may have been
some reason to claim that urgency existed.

The Premier: Not necessarily. That ses-
sion could have gone on from January to
June.

Mr. Angelo: Why cannot this one Y
The Premier: The fact of the time being

Jalnuary did not make that matter any more
urgent.

Mr. Ang-elo: The Orders of the Day f or
the 13th January, 1911, began as follows:-

1, Annual Estimates. 2, Redistribution of
Seats Bill, second reading.

Onl that occasion the Bill came in the usual
order of procedure. In this instance, how-
ever,) we have jumped from No. 1 to No, 16.
That is why I submit the two eases are not
similar at all.

The Premier: That has no hearing- what-
cver on the question.

)lr. Angelo: Certainly it has.
The Premier: The Bill is on the Orders

of the Day., -whethmer second or sixteenth.
3D. Angelo: Tbc Premier seems to forget

that there is an inevitable gradualness about
legislation. There is the first rending, the
second reading, the Committee stagem, and
the third rending. These various stages are
for the purpose of affording members the
opportunity of considering the subject of
a Bill from every point of view and thereby
enacting lem-slation beneficial to the State.
Had the Premier told -as through the usual
channel of the Notice Paper that this Bill
wvas going to be discussed straight away at
to-day's sitting, we would probably have
been able to consider our various points
either for or against the measure; hut we
have had no opportunity at all.

The Premier: The Leader of the Country
Party said you had bad too much oppor-
tunity.

Mr. Angelo: The Bill is suddenly broughit
forward.

The Premier: Suddenly after two months!
Mr. Angelo: Some members of the Chain-

her are absent, having been absolutely mris-
led by the Notice Paper. They thoulght that
the Estimates were to be considered, and
that 15 other mattes would receive atten-
tion before this Bill. But then the Premier
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comes along and says, "The Constitution
Act Amendment Bill is a tatter of
urgency." In the course of his speech he
added that some of his Ministers were to
be away. I have to vote against you, Mr.
Speaker, on this occasion.

Mr. Speaker: I do not wish to enter into
a debate -with any other member of thc
House, bitt I desire that certain matters
should lie put accurately' before the public.
in the first place, this ease is precisely on
all fours with the ease .I cited from "Htan-
sard" of 1911.

The Premier: That case occurred in Janus-
ary, and that is the only difference.

Mr. Speaker: It was towards the close of
the session; aind, similarly, it has been urged
that thuis too might be considered a matter
of urgency, and accordingly the consent of
the House has been sought to the suspen-
sion ,of the Standing- Orders, with a view
to the consideration of this Bill being com-
pleted to-day. It would be an abuse of lan-
guage to say that there is or ought to be a
full attendance of members at all time.
The urgency consists in the fact that the
Bill might be indefinitely delayed while
waiting for the requisite number of mem-
bers able to vote one way or the othcr.
That, to my mind, is a matter which con-
stitutes somethinz like urgency, at all
events. I have quoted the precedent, and
I harve quoted authorities as to not inter-
preting "urgent necessity" too literally.
Therefore T feel justified in giving the
ruling I have given. The question now is
that my ruling be disagreed with.

Air. Thomson: May I reply, Mr. Speaker?~
Mr. Speaker: There is a question before

the House. The hon. member has spoken to
it.

The Premier: The bon. -member may not
reply.

Mir. Thomson: I would like your ruling-.
Sir, uinder Standing- Order 79.

IMr . speaker: This is a new point of
order.

The Premier: There is no right of reply.
Mr. Thomson: Is not there A Standing

Order giving the right of reply when a
motion to disagree with the Speaker's rub-
ing has been moved!

Mr. Speaker: Not on a motion of this
kind.

Mfr. Thomson' Very well, Sir. I was
merely asking for your ruling.

Mfr. Speaker: The hion. member is an old
enough Parliamentarian to know that Standi-

in- Order 79 does not bear upon this matter
at all, that it prescribes the usual, routine,
daily business when the House is in
session. ' The Standing Orders equally
mnake provision for extraordinary or urgent
occasions. The question is that the
House disagree wsith my rualing.

Question put and negatived.

[Debate resumed.l

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [6.9] : I
regret that the Government are endeavouring
to pass a mnotionj for the suspension of the
Standing Orders in this manner. I know
they can earry the motion, but I have just
been reading some of the remarks made by
yen, Mr. Speaker, in 1911, which, though
of great intere.st, I do not propose to quote .
To my mind a highly dangerous precedent
is being created-dangerous in this respect,
that we hare suddenly jumped over the
Whole oC the busziness on the NLotice Paper
uip to Order of the Day No. 10, have passed
the second rending of the Bill, pushed it
throug-h Commiittee, and are now about to
suspend the Stand ing Orders so that the
third reading may be carried. Such a prin-
ciple is one to which I must take exception.
The Government, no doubt, have the neces-
sary majority to carry the suspension of the
Standing Orders. However, we are entitled
to voice our objections. I respectfully sub-
mit that the routine of business is distinctly
laid down by Standing Order 7 0. The House
is to proceed each day in the following rou-
tinie:-First, presentation of petitions;
second, giving of notices of motion; third,
questins upon notice; fourth, motions anti
Orders of the fla y, or vice versa, as set down
on the Notice Paper. I respectfully contend
that the object of that order is to regPulate
the conduct of business here. My reason for
objecting to the suspension of the Standing
Orders is made in exactly the same spirit
as animated ftc present occupants of the
Ministerial bench when they put up their
strenuous fipht of 1911. On that occasion
the suspension of the Standing Orders -was
sought not for the purpose of carrying a
Bill through second reading, Committee, and
third reading, but only for the purpose of
adopting the report of Committee.

The Minister for Railways: That motion
referred to "all remaining stages."

Mfr. THOMSON: I have read the debate
myself, bat I am not going to take uip time
by reading it to the House.
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The Premier: It was a very interesting
debate.

Mr. THOMSON: It was. Unfortunately
the present Premier did not take part in it.
I anxiously looked to see what he had had
to say.

The Premier: I think I was ordered out
the day before that debate took place.

Mr. THOMSON; On that occasion some
highly pertinent remarks were made by you,
Mr. Speaker, and by other members then
sitting in Opposition. I feet it my duty to
protest now on exactly the same grounds as
moved the Opposition of that day to protest
strongly against a suspension of the Stand-
ing Orders for the purpose ot putting
through the Redistribution of Seats Bill.
That Bill, however, had been under consid-
eration for months, In the present instance
there is no such urgency, and I oppose the
Premier's motion.

HON. G. TAYLOR (Aft. Margaret)
[6.12]: 1 see little purpose in continuing
the debate, as the numbers are against us.
Still, it is unwise for the Government t0
make use of their majority, since that ma-
jority is here only on special occasions to
let us know it.9 full weight. I fail to see
the urgenf ,y for transmitting this Bill to
ano0ther place. In my opinion the course
proposed eannot he justified by a comparison
with the procedure adopted for the Redis-
tribution of Seats Bill of 1911. By no
stretch of imagination can the present pro-
posal be justified on those lines. I hope the
motion will not he pitt to a vote. The Pre-
mier should consider the protest which has
been made, and act in the way that is wise
for the sake of good government of the
State and of good feeling in this Chamber.
So far as the session has gone, wve have done
good work, and done it with more expedition
and less waste of time than I have ever
known during my membership of the House.
It is now early in November, and our Notice
Paper is in a better condition than it has
been during December in other sessions.
The Premier knows that as well' as I do. I
sincerely trust the motion will not be pressed
to a division.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [6.13]: I
support the Premier's motion, and for the
reasons which have been outlined by the
hon. gentleman. The Government have a
policy, and they have a majority. The
Standing Orders exist only for a certain pur-

pose. If the Government hav-e a majority
and secure the suspension of Standing
Orders, a Hilt can be disposed of in one
day's sitting. We have passed this Bill
through the second reading and Committee
stapes.

Mr. Thomson: All in one day.
Ji. . H. SMIH; If the idea of the

Opposition is not to pass the Bil, they
should have opposed the second reading. I
see no advantage wvhatever that is to be
gained from delay. Many precedents have
been referred to. As the Premier says, it
is a matter of public importance that Minis-
ters shoulA. visit the various agricultura:
shows and see the country. As the repre-
sentative of an agricultural district, I am
most anxious that members of the Miaistry,
and the Premier himself if possible, should
see what my district can produce in the way-
of wool, timber, fruit and so forth.

Sitting suspended fromt 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr,. J. H. SMITH1: Before tea 1 was en-
deavouring to support the Premier in hi
motion f~or the suspension of Standing
Orders, on the justification of the urgency
2nd importance of. the Premier or one of
his Ministers attending country shows. The
Leader of the Opposition has said that the
place for a member of Parliament is in the
Chamber, not attending agricultural shows.
But I point out that the Leader of the Op-
position is certainly inconsistent in that re-
spect, since he himself attends agricultural
shows, as indeed does every other mnember-.
I do not know whether or not the Premier
was throwing houquets when he said Minis-
ters go to some electorates where they have
no chance of winning seats. I assume he
was referring to Nelson. However, my con-
stituents expect to see the Premier or a
me~mber of the Ministry at their agricultural
show. Moreover, it is essential that Minis-
ters should make themselves conversant with
all parts of the State and with all the vari-
ous industries. I will support the Premier
in his motion that the Standing Orders be
-uspended.

MR. E. B. JOHNSTON (Williams-Narro-
gin) [7.33] : I oppose the motion. I cannot
understand why the Government, at such
short notice, should have lifted this measure
from No. 16 on the Notice Paper to No. 1.
If it were proposed that the Standing,
Orders should be suspended in order to per-
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mit of the passage of a Bill for a redis-
tribution of seats, I could understand it.
But we are 18 months distant from the next
Legislative Council elections, and so there
is no urgency for dealing with this measure;
in fact, it could yery well be left until after
the elections and so give the people an op-
portunity for pronouncing upon it. The
Goveimnment have ventilated it each session
during the life of this Parliament; indeed,
it has been brought forward on occasions for
maany years past. We have just passed one
Legislative Council election, and it will be
18 months before we have another. In the
meantime the electors will have to elect a
new Assembly. If the democratic spirit be
really alive, they should have an opportun-
ity to pronounce on this measure. In that
event, possibly, aun improved Bill would be
passed by the next Assembly. It is not
right that a dying Assembly should
alter the franchise for another place
for which there can be no elections during
the next 18 months; hut there is urgent
necessity for an equitable redistribution of
the seats in this Chamber, before we go to
the country. Turning to figures that have
been quoted several times this session, we
find that the member for Menzies represents
324 electors, that there are in Mt. Leonora
763 electors, and in Hannans 893 electors,
whereas the average number of electors in
the agricultural electorates is between 4,000
and 5,000, whilst in the metropolitan area
the member for Canning represents 14,603
electors, and the member for Leederville well
over 11,000 electors. So, if the Government
had moved the suspension of the Standing
Orders with a view to appointing an inde-
pendent tribunal to carry out a redistribut-
tion of seats on a fair basis, the motion
would have had my support. As it is, I op-
pose the motion before us, and hope the
Government will not proceed with it. If
they do proceed with it I hope they Will
adopt the suggestion of the member for
Guildford who, by interjection, said that
with this Bill out of the way the field would
be clear for a redistribution of seats.

Mr. Panton: He said nothing of the sort.
He said the fate of the Bill would decide
his attitude towards a redistribution of
seats.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Then let me
suggest that with this measure out of the
way the Government should take action to
get the Assembly seats pat upon a proper
basis through a redistribution by an inde-

pendent tribunal, so that when we go to the
country the electors will have a fair chance
to pronounce their verdict on the actions of
this Parliament. I know the Government
have never feared the opinion of the people,
and I say it would be an excellent thing to
have a redistribution of seats. In fact, it
seems to me to be lowering democratic gov-
ernment to go to the country on the existing
boundaries, so properly condemned when
introduced in 1911 and which, ever since
then, have been getting worse and worse
through the unfortunate decline of the gold-
fields.

Question put and a division taken, with
the following result:-

Ayes . .. .27

Noes 18

Majority for . 9

Ayes.
Mr. Angwin
Mr. Chesson
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy
Mr. doverley
Mr. Cuoningham
Mr. Heron
Miss Holman
Mr. Huhes
Mr. W. fl. Johnsen
Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Lambert
Mr. Lamnond

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Lutey
Ma rshall
McCallum
Milington
Muale
Pamio.
Stoemaa
J. H. Smitb
Troy
A. Wanobrough
Wiliooek
Withers
Wilson

(Tellr.)
Noes.

Mr. Angelo Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Brown Mr. Sampson
Mr. Davy Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Denton Mr. Stubbs
Mr . George Mr. Taylor
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Teesdale
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr. Thormn
Mr. Lindsay Mr. C. P. Wanabrough
Mr. Maley Mr. Richardson

(Tolar)

Mr. SPEARER: The question is resolved
in the affirmative by an absolute majority.

Question thus passed.

Third Reading.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier-
Boulder) [7.40]: 1 move--

That the Bill be now read a third time.

question put and a division taken with
the following, result:-

Ayes . .. .26

Noes .- . .19

Majority for .. 7
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king.

Mr. SPEAKER: The question is resolved
in the affirmative by an absolute majority.

Question thus passed.

Bill read a third time and transmitted to
the Couincil.

BILLS (2-RETURNED PROM
COUNCIL.

1, Industries Assistance Act Continuance.
2. City of Perth Act Amendment.

Without amendment.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1926-27.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 4th November; Mr.
Lutey in the Chair.

Department o 'f Chief Secretary (Hon.
J. M. Drew, Minister; lon. S. W7. Munsie,
Honorary Hlinh~eer, in charge of the Votes).

Vote-Chief Secretary, £16,058 (partly
considered) :

MR. THOMSON (Katanning) [7.48]!
Does the 'Minister intend to speak?

The Premier: Talk if you want to talk;
there has been a debate on this for hours.

Mr. THOMSON: It is usual for a Mfinis-
ter to introduce the Estimates.

The Premier: If you want to
on with it. You are not going
a Minister to speak. W'e are not

talk, go
to force
going to

Mr, Angwin
Mr. Chessos
Mr. Clydesdale
Mr. Collier
Mr. Corboy
Mr. Coverley
Mr. Cunninghasm
Mr. Heron
Miss Holman
Mr. Hughes
Mr. W. D. Johnson
Mr. Kennedy
Mr. Lambert

Mr. Angelo
M r. Brawn
Mr. Davy
Mr. Dsnton
Mr. Georgs
Mr. Griffith.
Mr. Z. B. Johnston
Mr. Lindsay
Mr. Maley
Sir James Mitchell

Mr. Lamond
Mr. Litter
Mr. Marshall
'Ar. McCsam
Mr. Millington
Mr. MUDHIS
M r. Panton
Mr. Sleeman
M r. Troy
Mr. A. Wanabrougb
Mr. Willoock
Mr, Wither.
NTr. Wilson

(Tell"e.)

Mr. Sampson
Mr. 3. H. Smith
Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Stubbs
Mr. Taylor
Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Thomson
Mr. 0. P. Wsnsbroush
Mr. Richardson

(Taller.)

Noes.

be instructed by you.
31r. THOMSON: The procedure has

been that the M1inister in charge of the votes
has introduced the Estimates, hut in this
instance we hlave not heen told what the
various departments are doing. Memibers
would he in a much better position to dis-
cuss the Estimnates under the jurisdiction
of the Chief Secretary if the Minister made
A statement. A considerable number of de-
partments are administered by the Chief
Secretary. Onte is the Fisheries Depart-
ment from which the estimated revenue this
year is £11,001). whereas last year we re-
ceived Z20,585 for an expenditure for a
little over £5,000. One could wish that we
obtained as good a return for our expendi-
ture in other directions. I wish to present
to the Committee a phase that has not pre-
viouslv been discussed. I consider that the
present Government as well as the previous
Government have been somewhat remiss in
having made no attempt to establish the
fishing industry, beyond giving, some assist-
mice to returned soldiers at Shark Bay.
When I was in the Old Country four years
ago I wras approached by a number of
fishernmen who were desirous of migrating-
to Australia. During the war the fishermen
of Great Britain performed valuable ser-
vice. They were the men who were called
upon by the Imperial Government to enter
the dangerous calling of mine sweeping
and submarine destroying. It is remarkable
that in the whole of our migration schemes,,
so far as I can gather, neither here nor in
Any other part of the Commonwealth hits
any endeavour been made to encourage the
immigration of such men. A great majority
Of the men engaged in the fishing industry
in Western Australia particularly are whet
are commonly known as "degas."1 If we
become embroiled in trouble with some other
nation we know that we have among"st tu;
mn possessinig a knowledge of our coast,
a majority of whom might not be sympa-
thetic towards us. I do not wishb to cpealz
derogatively of the men who follow this
calling, but some scheme could and should
be propounded to encourage the migration
of men end women born and bred in tie
induistry in Great Britain. If such people
were eneourag-ed to come here and engage in
fishing thev would prove to be very uaefnl
sottlers. They would he useful from their
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practical knowledge of fishing and fish cur-
ing, and if wre became involved in troub~e
with any other country, we know from the
service of mn of the same type during the
great war [lint they would be- of immlense,,
assistance to uis. 1. urge the Government to
consider a scheme to bring out men of this,
class. I wvent to the trouble of preparing
considerable data and the Chief Inspector
of Fisheries, Mr. Aldrich, expressed himself
sympathetic. He was only too willing to
give al1 the information available, but neither
fromt the State nor from the Commonwealth
was much encourag-ement forthcoming-. The
proposal is well wvorth considering. Nevw
Zealand has been obtaining parties of eroP-
ters front the Old Country. The ex-Agent
General, Sir James CounollY, submitted at
similar proposal, but nothing came of it.
The present systemn is not satisfactory, bunt
if wye are able to derive from it a revenue
exceeding £20,000, a proper scheme would
lead to much enhanced returns besides en-
surting a much needed commodity of foo4
for the people in the country as well as in
the city. The price of fi. h is. high. The
previous Labour Government established
State fish shops, which were not ver 'y suic-
essful. In New South Wales State trawlers
were operated with very little success. It is a
remarkable fact that when those trawlers
were sold to 'private enterprise, they inmo-
liatell' became a highly profitable asset an.]
the community were supplied with fish ait n
much cheaper rate than that which obtained
previously. The fishing- industry in W %esteru
Australia has not been sufficiently exploited.
I commend to the Government the sugires-
tion to introduce fishermen from the Old
Country. If this were done and they were
given sufficient encouragement, there went.!
be no doubt of our abilityv to obtain the
right type of men. I discus'med the matter
with gentlemen in Scotland and when the
scheme was outlined in the Press, a little
sooner than T had hoped for. they were
delug' ed with applications from people do'-
sirous of coming here and engaging in the
indrustry. We could have no better class or
migrant thain the Scottish fisherman. The
reason that our fishing enterprises in Shark
Bay and elsewhere failed was that they were
undertaken by men who had not a thorough
knowledge of the industry. Tn the Old Cone-
try there are fishing communities wvho have
followed the industry from generation to
generation. The scheme is at sound one and

in the interests of the State and of the Comn-
mornwealth it should he embarked upon.
.Migrants of this type would be able to dis-
plate the foreigners wvho are at present en-
gaged in the industry. I now wish to refer
particularly to the State Labour Bureau.
[see that the sium of £2,855 is set down for

salaries for the secretary aind clerks, and foe
contingencies, travelling expenses, telephone,
Cares, etc. I wish to voice my protest against
this expenditure in any department that is
utilised for the purpose of compelling- men
to join a union whether they like it or not.
The Government policy is one of -preference
to unionists, and compulsion. The state-
nient has appeared in the public Press that
an organiser of the AWTT is always at the
elbow of those who want wvork. Tt is said
that on one occasion. this organiser de-
franded that a man should produce his
union ticket. There was a certain amount
of trouble between the two men, and I (10
not know wvbether the man who wanted wvork
was able to get it. It is not a function of
the Government to insist upon this kind of
thing. It is not fair on their part. We hear
a great deal about government by the people
for the people. That is all very wvell in
theory, but it has not been put into p3ractice
!y the Cove ament in respect to this de-
partment. It has been admitted by Ministers
that no man can get a job on any Govern-
mient work unless he possesses a union
ticket.

The Premier: That statement is not cor-
ret. It has been denied a hundred times.

Mr. THOMSON: It is correct with r-
,Lard to this bureau. We know from thre
statements that have been made in the Press
that men must prodnce their union tickets.

The Premier: We have had a lot of garb-
nee ahout that.

Mfr. THOMSON: The Premier is an auth-
ority on political garbage.

The Premier: Yan know your statement
i not correct.

Mrr. THIOMSONY: If I were the Premier
I would leave all that alone. I am dealing
with facts. No one can get employment on
a Government utility unless he possesses a
anion ticket.

The Premier: That is incorrect.
Mr. THOM1SON: The Premier knows that

is the policy of the Government.
The Premier: Preference to unionists.
Mr. THOMSON: The State Labour BUrT-

eau is supposed to be open to all. It is
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open to all to make application for employ-
ment there, but a man cannot get work
without a union ticket.

The Premier: You know that is absolutely
incorrect.

Mr. THOMSON: I know it is correct. I
take strong exception to any Government
office being utilised for such a purpose.
What would the Premier say if the Country
Party were in power, and we were to lay it
down as a condition that no alan could get
employment or have his goods carried on
the railways unless he belonged to the Pri-
mary Producers Association? I anm sure
the Premier would be the firmt man to rise
in righteous indignation against such a pro-
posal-

The Premier: Of course I would.

Mr. THOMSON: I am entitled to voice
a strong protest against this action on the
part of the Government. By legislation the
Government have tried to eliminate all re-
gistry offices, where no questions are asked
and a certain fee is charged. The State
Labour Bureau was established allegedly in
the interests of men who want work, and
yet thcy are denied the right to get wvork
beause of the policy of the Government as
to preference to unionists. No Government
should force their views upon the people in
this way. I am sorry I have not had the op-
portunity of hearing the Honorary Minister
speak generally on these Estimates.

MR. UR~rrITHS (Avon ) [8,7]: 1 con-
gratulate the Honorary Minister upon his
recovery, and hope that be is now quite well
again. I also have to thank him for the
assistance he has rendered to several strug-
gling hospitals in my electorate, and for
what he has done for the Kellerberrini, Wes-
tonia, and Merredin hospitals. When the
war was raging it was found as a result of
the examination of recruits that many minor
defects existed amongst adults. This leads
one to the question of the advisability of
more medical examinations being mode of
children when at school. The collated figures
of such examinations in other parts of the
world are very startling. I recently had a
letter from Canada which stated that medi-
cal examinations had been condacted in the
schools of 19 rural districts. In all about
39,000 children were examined. Of these
32,000 were found to be defective in sonme
way or other, which meant that only 7,1000
of them were sound.

'Mr. Teesdale: INere these State school
hildren?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: They waera children
attending country schools. 1 know the Hlon-
orary Minister takes a deep interest in wel-
fare nurses and school nuries, and in the
health and physical standard of the child-
ren. Out of 32,000 defective children it was
found that 1,743 were suffering from inal-
nutrition; 351 were mentally deficient; 2,331
were suffering from defective vision; 31S
suffered from defective hearing; 738 were
suffering from nasal growths; 3,777 were
suffering from goitre; 10,093 were suffering
from defective teeth; 24,995 were suffering
from adenoids; 7,560 had enlarged tonsils;
and 2,424 were suffering from enlarged
glands. In Canada the system of school
nursing, following up the medical examine
tions, was inaugurated, and a marked im-
provement soon became apparent by the
bright intelligence displayed by the child-
len. In the case of enlarged glands, it is
believed that with many children this is the
beginning of consumption, but if the com-
plaint is taken early the danger is obviated.
I commend these figures to the attention of
the Honorary Minister. He may be fully
aware of them and of the defects that exist
amongst our school children. We should
think about these things, and help in any
way that we can.

.MR. MANN (Perth) [8.12]: It is my
duty to bring before members certain mat-
ters connected with the administration of the
State Labour Bureau. During the winter,
w~hen work was scar-e, some hundreds of
men were looking for work.

Hon. J. Cunningham: Are you hrying to
make yourself popular with the unem-
ployed q

Mr. MANN: I will not be prevented fromt
putting forward the facts, which are already
known to the Honorary Minister. The only
work of any importance that was offering
was Government work. The Government
policy was preference to unionists. The re-
suit was that the non-unionists were unable
to get employment. Men with union tickets
were picked up, and, if they' obtained work
for a month or two, they' were p)icked up
again before the non-unionists bad time in
which to earn enough to enable them to bt 'y
a unionist ticket. There were scores of men
anxious to join a union, but they had not
sufficient means with which to p~urchlase their
tickets. The Premier has stated that every
man is entitled to employrment irrespective
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of whether he is a unionist or not. That is
all right so far as casual work with private
employers goes. If a private employer sends
to the bureau for a man there is not the same
strictness enforced with regard to unionists
as there is in the case of a Government pick-
up. In the case of a Government pick-up
there is always present a representative of
the Australian Workers' Union to see that
none but those who have union tickets are
picked uip. That is the policy of the Gove-
erment, and I suppose we have to accept
it. It was pretty hard upon scores of mar-
ried men who attended the bureau week after
wveek, but were unable to get enough money
with which to purchase the necessities for
their families, Fiirthieimore, men were c~um-
pelled to come in from the country and at-
tend at the Labour Bureau, in order to get
work which took them back to the country.
This brought scores of men to the city who
would otherwise have stayed away. Men
would have been prepared to tramp to an-
other job in the country and take the risk of
getting on there, but if they did so they were
told they would have to go to the Labour
Bureau in Perth for the pick-up. It has been
said that some gangers and overseers do not
always pick up men at the bureau, In one
instance a man was told that before he could
be picked up, it was necessary for him to go
to the bureau. I think the Government might
well consider a readjustment of their policy
regarding the administration of the Labour
Bureau, so that men in the country may be
picked up for country work. One man told
me of his experience. He was tramping
through the Northam district and heard that
men were being picked up for work at Chid-
lows Well. He went there and saw the
gauger who told him that he would have to
go to Perth, as the men were being picked
up there. He vent to Perth, and thus became
added to the already large number of unem-
ployed in the city.

The Premier: Do you think it is always
safe to accept ax-pafle statements as being
correct?

Mr. MANN: No, it is not.
The Premier: When we investigate such

cases, more than half of them are found to
be not true.

Mr. MANN: One should not accept ex-
parte statements, but when a man approaches
you with facts and dates and reasons
for his actions, you are hound to accept his
statements. I know there are any number of
men who attend the Labour Bureau and are
quite satisfied to register there and to collect

the dole from the Charities Department. On
the other hand there are scores of men at-
tending the Labour Bureau who want work
and are unable to get it. I have to say in
favour of the officer controlling the bureau,
that he administers it in a sympathetic man-
ner. On every occasion I have asked him to
provide fares for men to go to work in the
country he has done so. On one occasion he
agreed to my request, although the man con-
cerned bad had a ticket a month before..
The officer gave him the additional ticket in
order to enable him to get out of town. I
ask the Gjoveranent to give consideration to
the position of those who are not fortunate
enough to have a union ticket and thus are
not able to get a job. Men are forced to go
to town to be picked up, although they could
have been picked up for the jobs in the
country.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: That is not so.
Mr. MANN: It is so, and I can give the-

Honorary Minister particulars regarding the.
jobs for which men had to come to Perth
from the country and then go back to work
in the country.

The Premier: They say that.
Mr. Mann: It may suit the Premier to

take that view of the position now, but I am
convinced he knows in his heart that policy
was a mistake.

The Premier: I do not. Whenever fresh
work was commenced in the country, a per-
centage of the unemployed in the country
district were given employment.

Mr. Thomson: Not always-
Uona. S. W. MI~unsie: Yes, always.
The Premier: Those were the instructions

at any rate.
Mr. Thomson: I know of some incidents

myself.
Mr. MANN: Of course it could not be soi

because men were picked up in the city for
country work. Eighty per cent. of the men
who were sent out for the Narrogin-Dwarda
railway construction work and for the dupli-
cation of the line between Perth and Nor-
tlinm were picked up from the city.

The Premier: But men in the locality
wvere employed as well.

Mr. MANN: That has not been my ex-
perience.

Hon. S. W. 'Munsie: Did you go out to
the jobs to see whether only' men who had
been picked up at the bureau were working
on these jobs?

Mr. MANN: Of course I did not.
Hon. S. W. Munsie: Of course not. Had

you done so you would have found out
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that men had been picked up in the country
for the job.

Mr. Thomson: Not in all instances.
Hon. S. AV. Munsie: Perhaps not in one

or two instances, but generally speaking,
that is so.

Mr. MANY: I had so much to do with
the uinemployed during the winter months
that I had to see the Premier on more than
one occasion. On the facts I was able to
put before him, the Premier was sympathetic
and did his best to find work, particularly
when the position was most acute.

The Premier: From the Government's own
standpoint it would be ridiculous to force
men to come to Perth to get work in the
country. If wve sent out 200 and another 200
came in, it would make the position imu-
possible. The situation by that method
would ho made no better, and it would be
foolish from the Government's standpoint.

Mr. MAN.KN: That is what happened.
lion. S. AV. Munsie: It did not happen.

What is the good of saying that?
The Premier: 'There may have been one

or two instances, bitt it did not happen gen-
erally.

Mr. MAN: Naturally a man would not
take on clearing or work on farms, when he
could get a 44-hour week and better condi-
tions on Government work,

The Premier: That was not the point
you were making.

Hon. S. W. M1unsie: You can go on that
point if you like.

The Premier: But that is not the point
you were making at the time.

Mr. MANN: In order to get Government
work, it was necessary to come to Perth.

The Premier: No.
Hlon. S. W. Munsie: Not at all.
Air. MANNX: I shall be pleased to hear

the Minister give particulars to show that
what I say is not correct.

The Premier: What about the Esperance
job?

Mr. MANN: Of course, the Government
could not take men from Perth for that job,
seeing that there were so many men out
of work in the goldfields area.

The Premier: Then there was the Den-
mark extension, as well as the Dwarda rail-
way.

Hon. J. Cunningham: On all public
works and railways, the policy has been as
the Premier suggests.

Mr. MANN: Men went from here for
work on the Denmark line!

Hon. S. W. Miae: Yes, because there
were not enough men there.

The Premier: The bon, member must
knowv that in some eases, these men draw
their cheques and then come to Perth for
a holiday. When their money gives out,
they look around for work and when asked
why they were in town, they say they had
to come to town to get work.

Hon. J. Cunningham: They pulled the
wool over the hon. member's eyes!

Mir. MA.NNl: It is apparently easy for
the Premier to satisfy his mind to-night.

[M?. Prinfon took~ the Chair.]

The Premier: The men come here to
spend a few weeks' holiday and then make
this explanation, when they are asked as to
their presence in town.

Mr. MANN: If the Premier is in power
next winter, I believe the Labour Bureau
will be conducted along different lines, be-
cause his experience this winter has taught
himn that it is necessary to have a change.

The Premier: No.
Mr, MANN: Having ventilated these

grievances in connection with the Labour
Bureau, I will not take up any further time
of the House but will deal with other mat-
ters when we come to the items.

MR. SLEEMANf (F'remantle) [8.221: If
the Honorary Minister intends to reply, I
hope he will give us some information as
to what is to be done regarding the allow-
ances for State children. Some six or seven
years ago a Royal Commission sat to con-
sider the question and issued a. recommen-
dation setting out that 12s. a week was a
reasonable payment for State children to
live on in those days. I would be pleased
if the Minister would tell us when some in-
crease in the rates is to be made. The
amount of 9s. a week on which a woman is
expected to support a State child, is quite
inadequate. Further than that, if a woman,
who has several children and is in receipt
of an allowance, happens to do a little work,
her payments are cut down correspondingly
to what she has earned. The whole position
is wrong, and the Government should pro-
vide for an increased payment. If 12s. was
eon sidered adequate six or seven years ago,
it should be realised that the cost of living
has gone up considerably since then, and
that therefore an increase is overdue. As to
the State Labour Bureau, I have to voice a
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grievance although it does not come within
the same category as that voiced by other
bon. members. During the past year the
State Labour Bureau, instead of providing
work for men, haes been the means of keep-
ing people out of work. It has been used
bypannikin bosses in the nietropolitian area
for their own purposes. They have sent
men to the bureau on tfle understanding that
they could not secure jobs on the spot, but
would have to be picked up at the bureau.
As soon as the backs of those men were
turned, the friends of the pannikin bosses
have been put on the jobs.

Mr. Mann. You are proving my case!

Mr. SLEEMAN: In one instance at Fre-
mantle a crowd of men were told by the
pannikin boss that they could get work on
the job but would have to go to the bureau
to be picked up. As soon as the men left) six
other men were put on. The next morning
the crowd wvent down to the job and were
inclined to kick up a fuss. They returned
to town to hold a protest meeting. The
result "'as that the foreman followved them
to town and, perhaps in order to pacify
them, picked uip two or three men from the
erowd who were in the street. The crowd
held a meeting hurriedly and asked those
who bad been selected not to go to work
because the policy of the Government, so
they had beeu told, was to have men picked
tip from the bureau. The two or three men
concerned were loyal to their colleagues and
told the foreman that they would not start
work unless they were picked uip from the
bureau. A fewv days afterwvards -the fore-
man went to the bureau to pick up some
men and one of those who had been selected
in the street wvas offered byv the officer in
charge of the bureau. The foreman, how-
ever, stated that the man was no good to
him. In these circumstances it is clear that
that particular individual was Vietimised,
because be stood up for the rights advo-
cated by the Government and by the balance
of his colleagues who said that they should
be picked up from the bureau. Another
thing- that happens at the bureau is that a
man can register to-day and be picked up
to-morrow, notwithstanding that tforty or
fifty men may have been registered for
weeks at the bureau, looking for work each
day. In my opinion the bureau has out-
lived its usefulness and no harm would be
done if we abolished it. Let us have one
think or the other. If we are to have the
bureau, let us have it and let the policy be

carried out properly. Recently I asked the
Minister for Works a question and I was
told by him it was the policy of the Gov-
ernment to have men picked lip through
the bureau. I was told that my suggestions
on that occasion were ridiculous, particu-
larly as I was in daily touch with the un-
eniployed and shauld know the position.
On the other hand I say that the Minister's
statement was ridiculous to the men who
know the facts. I hope something will be
(lone in connction with the bureau immedi-
ately. We do not want half and half
measures. If the bureau were wiped out,
the men could be picked up on the job, and
they would know where they stood. Re-
gardin the Old Mlen's Home, I asked a
question recently concerning that institution
and the Minister told me there was no
reason to doubt that the home wvas being
run equally well, if not better than it was
before the Government took office; in fact,
that some improvements had been made. I
believe that reply was correct, but still
there is room, for improvement. It seems
to inc that while wye are finding money for
expenditure in various ways not so land-
able as in the support of the Old Men's
Home, we are stinting the old chaps and not
giving them all that could be desired. I
spoke recently about the old men driving the
coal dravs. The member for Pilbara (Mr.
Lamond) and I visted the Old Mlen's Home
yesterday and during the course of conversa-
tion the 3 iaster of the home told us that the
old men made two trips a day on two
days a week and hie added; "For instance,
the men arc not out to-day." Urnfortun-
ately for the Mfaster, Mr. tamond and I
were detained at the home and about an
hour afterwards we saw the men driving
thc coal dray- in through the gates of the
institution. It is ridiculous and a disgrace
for old men to be asked to cart coal from
the railway station. The old men get 39.
per week for that, and the man who feeds
the horses gets 5s. There is enough work
for the old men to do about the institution,
and outside labour should be obtained for
the work of coal driving. I hope some
alteration will be made in this respect
promptly. Loading coal into drays through
the cold winter and the hot summer is not
suitable work for these old men. I know
by sight the old man who was driving the
coal dray, and I believe he is next door to
an invalid. He should not be asked to do
this work. The other day I referred to the



202S [ASSEMBLY.]

"1twopennly orderlies." I made a mistake on
that occasion and wish to correct it now.
They are "thicepenny orderlies," not "two-
penny orderlies." They are known as "two-
peeny orderlies" and when 1 spoke of them
I referred to them as such, but did not mean
that they received twopence a day. I am
told that they get threepence. I say that
work is not suitable for the old men and
they should not be asked to do that work.

21lr. Clydesdlale: They are able to work.
Mr. SLEEMAN: They should not be

asked to do it.
MrIt. Clydesdale: There are several there

who are capable of working.
Air. SLEICMAN: Then they should be

put out.
Mlr. Clyde~iale: You try to put them out.
Ron. S. W1. Munsie: No man there is

doing another out of a job.
,fr. SLEEMAN: We are doing men out

of a job, and it is disgrace to keep on em-
ploying the old men on that work. I chat-
lenge the hon. member to deny that we saw
two old men loading a dray.

Hon. S. W. 'Munsie: Why don't you be
fair; you arc referring to the "twopenny"
orderlies."

Mr. Clydesdale: Try to stop the old men
from wvorking, and see how you get on.

Licut.-Colonel Denton: You will find a
lot of men from the Old Men's Home work-
ing in the country.

Mr. SLEE2%AN: They have no right to
be kept at the home if they are able-bodied
men.

Mr. Mann: If the hospital is overcrowded,
old men are seat down there during the con-
valescent stage.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The men who are sent
down there for rest after having been in
hospital should not be given wood to chop.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: Nothing of the kind;
stick to the truth.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The member for Perth
suggested that men were sent down there
from the hospital, and he contended that
they were able to do a little work.

Mr. Mann: Yes, after they had been built
tip a little.

Mr. SLEEM1AN: They will not be built
up by chopping down banksia by the side
of the river. They should not be asked td;
do the work that they are doing, or to do
the work of the "threepenny orderlies," or
even asked to load drays. The whole htusi-
ness should stand being inquired into. An-
other matter to which I wish to draw atten-

tion is the fact that only four baths are pro-
vided for the whole of the "strong" ward.
There are between 300 and 400 men there,
and only tour baths are provided, It is
practically impossible for half that number
to get a bath. We can easily understand
that it takes some of these old men a long
time to have a bath, and therefore others
are kept waiting much longer than should
be the case. Then, again, there is no segre-
gation for those men who are suffering from
skin diseases. They are obliged to use the
same baths that are used by the healthy
men. Special baths should be set apart for
those suffering from skin diseases and other
complaints. There is also insufficient lava-
tory accommodation. We saw numbers of
men waiting for that accommodation. That
kind of thing should be altered also. We
were told while we were there yesterday that
there were complaints about the potatoes
that were sent down. Those in control of
the borne protested against their being ob-
liged to take delivery of a quantity of pota-
toes that the Tender Board forced them to
accept. The quality was neither fair nor
average, but the home was compelled to take
them. It is coming to a fine pass when those
who constitute the Tender Board can dic-
tate to practical men, and compel them to
take food of this description that is of a
very inferior quality.

The Premier: I venture to say that not a
member of the Tender Board saw those pota-
toe.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I was told that the mat-
ter was referred to the Tender Board, and
the Tender Board compelled the home to
take them.

The Premier: Certain standards of quality
are set out, and it is the duty of an officer
to see that the standard complies with the
tender. That should be the duty of the
master at the home.

Mr. SLEFAIAN: The member for Pilbara
was with me at the time, and he can support
me when I say we were told the potatoeA
were forced upon the borne. The master of
the borne had to take them whether he liked
them or not.

The Premier: You saw the master of the
home?

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, he showed us the
potatoes. The largest was the size of n mar-
ble, what I used to call a "big eyedrop." I
am not exaggerating when I say that.

The Premier: It was the duty of the mas-
ter to complain to the authorities.
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Mr. Mlann: Anyhow, it is wrong for mem-
bers to interview the had of an institution
like that.

Mr. SLEEMAN: We did not go there to
interview him; we wvent there to have a
look around, but he saw us and took charge
of us.

Mr. Mann: I suppose he was afraid of
the spoons disappearing.

Mr. SLEEMIAIN: I don't know about the
spoons, but as far as the forks are con-
cerned I would not have them in a black's
camp in the bush. We are spending be-
tween £1,500 and £1,600 on an institution
like the Observatory; we could easily
cut that out until we are able to provide
in a satisfactory way for these old men.
I hope something will be done for them.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [8.36]: 1
wish to draw the attention of the Auiinister
for Health to the position that exists :it
Wiluna, a mining centre that has made con-
siderable progress during the last 12 months.
There arc, quite a number of men working
there now and the hospital accommodation
is very poor. I drew attention to this on
the previous occasion and I had to aree
with the Government that the time had not
arrived for the provision of anything that
would involve elaborate expenditure. To-
day, however, there are 120 men working
in that centre, and while there is always a
danger of a big accident we know that it
is a common occurrence for accidents of a
minor nature to happen almost every day.
All the accommodation that exists at the
present time is afforded in a shed wvhich at
one time was known as the male ward. A
little over two years ago a cyclone passed
over that centre and wrecked the structure.
The greater part of it was carried away, but
a partition, six or eight feet high, was
erected in what was left, and in that way
male patients were separated from female
patients in the room that was left standing.
This partition, which is made of hessian,
has not even had a coat of whitewash or
kalsomine and dloes not reach the ceiling.
Hon. members are sufficiently sober to un-
derstand how a woman would feel if she
were on one side of the hessian partition
and a strange male was on the other side.

Lieut.-Colonel Denton: What would you
do?

Mr. MARSHALL: I would! want to con-
sider the facts before r did anything. On
several occasions the matron, out of pure

decency, has been compelled to leave her
room, which has been reconstructed, and
give it up to a female patient whilst she
herself has slept in the open. I am bring-
ing this matter forward in the hope that
the Minister will take heed of what I am
saying, so that more humane conditions may
be made to prevail there. The population
has increased and there are many married
men there. The Minister, therefore, must
appreciate that this kind of thing cannot
last much longer. With the growth of the
mining, as well as the pastoral industry
there, many men are being employed and]
they are taking their wvives with them. The
time has arrived to provide hospital accont-
modation and also for the appointment of
a medical officer. I hope the Minister will
go into the matter thoroughly and do the
best he can to assist the people in that iso-
lated centre. Wiluna is 820 miles from the
capital and is easily the furthest back town
from a capital city in any, part of the Com-
monwealth. When women are prepared to
join their husbands in such isolated places
so far from civilisation, the Government
should treat them with some consideration
in the way of providing medical facilities.
When speaking on the Address-in-reply
on the subject of allowances to State
children, the Premier interjected that he
proposed to increase that allowance. I
regret to say' that the Estimates do not show
any increase. Tn all probability the Minis-
ter for Health may be able to justify the
Premier's interjection of a few months back
and tell us what is to be done in reg ard to
the allowances to women who have lost their
husbnds, and chilren who have lost their
fathers and are depending on the chrity
of the State for their maintenance. Hon.
members will admit that 9s. a week is far
too low. I trust the Minister will consider
these few matters that I have brought under
his notice.

RON. G. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret)
r8.57]: 1 do not wish to throw bononueta,
but T must say that since the preqent Minis-
ter has been in charge of the Health De-
partment be has done good work. When-
ever I hare approached him, and that hag,
not been very often, he has attendod
promantlv to the requirements that T have
submitted. It is very difficult now in tile
back country, as the member for Murchison
has pointed out, with mining at such a eonm-
parativeir low ebb, to secure hospital ac-
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coinmodation to the extent that was possible
in days gone by. The -Minister, however,
has been very generous and I take this
opportunity of expressing my thanks.

RON. S. W. MUNSIE (Honorary Min-
ister-Hannans [8,45]: 1 wish to reply
to one or two criticisms which have
been offered. The position in which 1 find
myself is rather peculiar, seeing that some
of the complaints refer to the Health Vote
and not to the Mfedical Vote. Therefore,
I am lumped, so to speak, with the Chief
Secretary, under whom the Medical Vote
comes. On this occasion I shall not deal with
the Health Vote at all. I shall have some-
thing to say on it when it comes up in its
turn. The member for Murchison (Mr.
Marshall) spoke of the necessit 'y for addi-
tional hospital accommodation at Wiluna.
The hon. member referred to the same sub-
ject on last year's Estimates. I wvent into
the matter then, but found that the popula-
tion of Wiluna was very low in numbers. I
should like to see every outlying centre llav3
hospital accommodation and medical atten-
tion if possible, but last year Wiluna was
not in such a position ats to warrant an in-
crease of hospital accommodation. I do not
find that since then any definite request has
been made to the Medical Department for
further assistance at Wiluna. In view of the
statements made by the hon. member I shall,
however, go-into the question of additional
accommodation there.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You have also
to see about a railway to Wiluna.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: I ami not dealin-g
with railways. We provide nmnny hospitals
where there are no railways. As to station-
ing- a medical man at Wiluna, I am not the
only person who has a say in that matter.
First of all it is necessary to find a medical
practitioner willing to go to Wiliun. The
Government have set up certain conditions as
to the subsidising of medical men. It a
medical man can he got for Wiluna tinder
those eonditions-I am pleased to say they
have been agreed to by the British Medical
Association-I shall do my part in the mat-
ter. Now as to the criticisms of the member
for Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman). Probably
there are at the Old M~en's Home some in-
mates doing work which should be done by
outsiders, but I wish bon. members to realise
that no man at the Old Men's Home is asked
or forced to do anything at all. Any job
done by an inmate there is done of his, own

volitiou for the sake of a few shillings Poc-
ket money. Moreover, it is to be borne in
mind that all the inmates arc not'old men.
I know one inmate who drove a cart for
eig'il or nine months, and may still be (lriv-
ing it, and who is fairly nimble, but wvhose
p)hysical condition is not such thant he could
hind employment outside.

Air. Heron: I know of one inmate about
5.5 years of age who is strong enough for
work.

Hon. S. W. MEJSIE: The inmate I re-
fer to cannot get work, and the Government
have no place to put him in except the Old
M~en's Home. I admit that the hiomec is not
all it ought to be; I would like to see it
in a better condition. But I will say there
is not in the Commonwealth another institu-
tion for old meii which compares with otur
hme for them; and I have seeni all the in-
stitutions of the kind.

lion. Sir James Mitchell: Are the inmiates
haplly

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: They are as happy
a lot of 600 odd men as can be found any-
where. Thme greatest difficulty, the wortt
feature, is thme accommodation for invalids.

Mr.~ Sleenm: What about the accommo-
dation for inmates who are not invalids?9

Hon. S. W. MIJNSTE: I admit that thme
home is somewhat overcrowded, but I am
endeavouring to get extensions made. The
cost of them is estimated at £9,000. A new
wvard which has been in the air for seven
or eight years is to be built. We have been
in office 21/2 years, and the only reason why,
we have not yet built it is that we have not
been able to find the money.

Mr. Mann: I suppose that was the stumb-
ling block in the case of previous Govern-
mnents.

Hon. S. W. MUNSTE: Probably that iQ
so.

Mr. 3Ma no: They were sympiathetic
enough. but could not find the money.

Ifon. S. AV. UITINSTF,: Yes, and that is a
good reason. However, there are other in-
stitutions just as deserving of additional exY-
penditure as the Old Men's Home is. The
accommodation at the home is now much bet-
ter; there is not the overcrowding that form-
erly- existed. However, I would first like to

Spend money on building another Old1
Women's Home.

Members: Hear, hear!
Hon. S. W. 3MUNSIE: The Old Women's

Home is even more unsuitable under exist-
ing conditions than is the Old Men's Home
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under existing conditlions. The Government
will LI~C their best endeavours to provide
additional aceonnodation andi thus relieve
the position of bed patients at the Old _Mciis
Home, those being by far the worst off.
As to the increase in the vote for mainten-
anice of Stare children by their mothers, no
one will argue that 9s. per week is sufficient.
All I cani sayr is that I was very glad to
read, while I was in bed, the interjection
made by the Premier as to tire possibility of
anl increase in tile rate. I hope that promise
will be kept.

The Premier. Was that ian absolute, de-
finite Promise?

Hon. S. WV. AIUNSIE: 'No. It was a
,statement made in reply lo nn interjec-
tion.

The, Premier: What was the statement?
lion. ti. WV. MUNSIE: That tile Premier

was considering an increase in the rate foe
this year.

The Premier; Ah!
lon. S. W. MUNSIE: Tile point raised

by the member for Av-on (Mr. Griffiths) re-
fers to the Health Vote, and not the Medical
Vote. I do not think the mremnber for Swan
(Afr. Sampson) was altogether just in his
criticism of Thursday last on the Medical
Department. He accused thre Government
of relieving the Consolidated Revenue
through the measure introduced for the coll-
tinuarrec of the ente, tailaments tax. When
that measure wvas itrod need, we gave nor
pledge thatI the monvy twiln thle tax wool,,.

lie used exclusively for hospitals, and would
riot hie used to relieve time amyount
contribulited towards hospitals fromt Con-
solida ted Revenue. That promise has
been absolutely and definitely kept. There
is no shadow of doubt about that. The
amount received fromn the entertainmenti
tax has not relieved the Consolidated Rev-
ene by one pen'Y. I admit that if we had
,lot had the revenue from the entertain-
menits tax, we might have bad to provide
more money for the hospitals from Con-
solidated Hen fue this year. I wish to draw
attention to the difference between that posi-
tion and what the member for Swvan claimed
when he introduced the previous Govern-
ment's Bill for the assistance of hospitals.
The hon. nlerr1,er said on Thursday last that
we were doing what we criticised him for
trying to do. We are not doing- anything
of the kind. We are not trying to do what
the hion. member tried to do when he intro-
duced his Bill.

,Ar. Sampson: Your Medical Vote this
year shows £10,000 odd less.

lion. S. W. 'MUNSIE: I admit the figures
show that. However, the Premier's Budget
speech dealt with the matter. I have not
yet read the "Flansard" report of that
slpeech, but I was pleased to see that the
"West Australian" featured tire Premier's
correction in blocek typvie. Still we have the
member for Swan repeating the statement
that we took 2C10,000 off the 'Medical Vote.
We have don,, nothing of the kind.

Mr. Sampson: Your figures show it.
Hon. S. W 1VflNSIE: As I stated the

other evening, there is an actual ilnerease of
about £298. In introducing the Bill im-
posing the entertainments tax I said I did
not knowy what revenue wauld lie received
fronm it. I also stated that if 1 got up to
£00,000 or even £40,000 a year from, the en-
tertainments tax, I should be doing good
wvorkc if I stahilised the expenditure on hos-
pitals at the amount it thenr stood at by not
taking the receipts from the entertainments
tax into Coisolidatcd Revenue. I have
been able to maintain that position tip to
date, using the( revenue front the entertain-
ments tax to meet increased hospital ex-
penditirre. When introducing his Bill for
rhe nA'sstne of hospitals, the memnber for
Swan said that he anticipated receiving
from the measure, if passed, a revenue of
£113,000. Further, he stated, that by this
itreans lie anticipated relieving thre Consoli-
dated Reventit ito tile extent of £l1t),000 a
year.

Ifr. Sampson : That wvas perfectl 'y clear;
there was no a muieui tv about that.

Hon. S. IV. 2ITNSTE: Yet the hion.
member claims that his object wats to get
£113,000 for the benefit of the hospitals.
It wvas nothing- of the kind. His Bill wvan
intendcd to nmake tile people of Western
Australia pay in additional taxation a sum
of £6113,000 from which the hospitals were
to get £13,000 extra. The proof of it is
that the Premier of the day cut the ex-
p~enditure down by £100,000.

Mr. Sampson: Not £100,000.
Honl. S. W. MTNSTE: No; £50,000 for

six months, which amounts to the same
thing.

Mr. Mfann: Do you find any fault with
that?

Hon. S. W. 'fTNSIE: Of course I do.
M1r. Davy: That is what you are doing.
Hon. S. Wv. MT'NSTE: That proposed

relief to Consolidated Revenue was abso-
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lately the sole reason for the loss of the
Bill.

Hon. Sir James Mlitchell: No.
Hon. S. W1. 3IUNSIE: The Bill wvould

have been passed if the member for Swan
had stated that it was for the purpose of
raising £113,000 extra revenue and that the
whole of this £18,000 would be devoted to
the hospitals. But he said the money would
go to relieve Consolidated Revenue to the
extent of £100,000, and that the hospitals
would get £13,000.

M r. Sampson: There was no attempt to
deceive the House, anyhow.

The Premier: Is there any insinuation?
Mr. Sampson: I ant denying the state-

ment that-
The Premier: What you say was in plain

English in the Bill.
Hon. S. W. MIJNSIE: Why I am re-

ferring to this is because the hon. member
the other night said we had done what we
accused him Gf trying to do when he intro-
duced his Bill. I say that statement is en-
tirely incorrect; it is not true. I have a
copy of the Estimates from the time the
hon. member introduced his Bill. That year
the Estimates showed for this Vote £98,298,
and the department actually expended
£151,079. When the Bill was defeated they
had to put back the amount of revenue they
anticipated when taking the £C50,000 fromn
the Hospitals Vote. They had to, when
the Bill was defeated.

Mr. Mann: It was very unfortunate.
Elon. S. W. 'MINSIE: I do not know.

ft would have been no good for the hos-
pitals had they got the Hill through. For the
next year, 1923-24, of which we adminis-
tered part, their Estimate was £C145,642,
and there was, spent £151,623. In the fol-
lowing year, the first full year of our ad-
ministration, wve spent £107,162. I want
to tell the lion, member that instead of our
doing what he would have done had he got
his Bill through, we increased the amount
spent on hoqpitals last year by £29,463 over
his amount, and there is still a surplus of
£5,000 in the entertainments tax.

Hon. Sir -James Mitchell: You used it
for hospitalg and saved revenue.

Hon. S. W. MI'NSTE: It did not eome
out of revenue that we were expending;
the Treasurer did not ask me to reduce the
amount he was then providing, as you asked
the lion. member to do when he introduced
his Bill.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: A very differ-
ent thing; a small amount.

lion. S. %I. .1U1NSIE: It is the differ-
ence we object to. TVhe expenditure on the
Medical Department last year was £179,041,
and we collected in revenue £44,013. The
expenditure "as made uip as followvs: On
hospitals A31-1,701: on the Wooroloo Sana-
toriu, £25,193; on homaes for the aged,
£24,166; on head ofihes administration, lpart
ot which is really chargeable against the
Health D)epartment, £4,975. 1 want to
congratulate the officers of the Medical
[)epartment on the magnificent work
they did laist year. There are no
more loyal officers in the service, and in
my opinion no officers that work harder.
Out of the entertainments tax wve actually
spent on hospitals last year £13,308, the
total revenue received from the entertain-
mnents tax being £19,521. The balance is
shown in the Estimates as undistributed. I
might mention that while the present system
continues it will be possible to have a credit
at the end of every year, for the reason that
the Taxation Department collects the money
and pays it in, but we do not spend it until
we know the money is there. The result is
that the last month's collection will always
.show as a surplus unless we draw against
it, which will not be done if I can prevent
it.

Mr. Sampson: To wvhat extent have as-
sisted hospitals benefited from this fund?

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: It is shown on the
Estimates.

Mr. Sampson: I see £544 for assisted ho-
pitals.

Hon. S. W. M1UNSLE: A percentage of
the amount for Government hospitals goes
to that as well.

Mr. Sampson: It would be interesting to
have those figures.

lon. S. WV. MUNSIE: If the lion. mem-
her expects me to produce to the House a
balance sheet showing how each pound is
spent, he is expecting something he will not
get. If he applies to the Audit Depart-
mnent, probably lie will be permitted to see
all the vouchers. showing how each shilling
has been spent.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Or he can move
for a return.

Hon. S. W. MNSIqE: Yes, lie can do that.
1st me recount some of the activities of the
department during the last 12 months. We
have opened a hospital at Wellard, on the
Peel Estate, where the residents agreed to
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find sulficienit money to equip the hospital,
provided the Governmnent built it and rats
it when built. The residents provided their
share of the Money, according to agreement.
]n that they were actuated largely by the
energies and effort.4 of the reverend gentle-
ruas w~ht. looks after their spiritual wvel-
late; lie is one of the finest organ-
isers I have ever met. At Collie we
are building ai hospital to cost over
C13,000 and to be ready for o~pening
in January or February' next. Even at
Kittanning, before the new hospital was
built, the conditions wvere not nearly so bad
as they are at Collie at present. To-day
Collie 4has the worst hospital accominoda.
tion in Western Australia.

11r. Thomnson: I have heard it is nothing
but a bug-walk.

Hon. S. W. MNUNSIE: It is a building
totally unsuited to hospital reqjuirements, and
very seriously dilapidated. To begin with

;was a four-roomed house, and has since
been added to in sections, priucijpally from
(lie goldfields. It stands on the side of a
bill and, in consequene, to go out of anmy
one room or ward into another it is neces-
sary to negotiate four or five steps. It was
quite essential that the new hospital shuouic
be built. The people of Collie have to pay
interest and sinking fund on one-half the
outla'y,' just ais the people of Katanning hail
to do. Also we have put in extensions to
the Busselton maternity hiomec and to the
Denmark hospital: provided newv nurses'
quarters and laundry' at Albany, equipped
a children's ward at Northam and put in
further extensions. Although the hospital
at Northamn is a Government one, it has
to comply' with the conditions laid down to
secure hospital accommodation in any othcrT
town. T was prepared to repair the present
bosnital at Northam, but the people there
wanted new additions, and so they had to
comply with the conditions applicable to
other towns. At (4eraildton, during the lpst
year, there has been a complete transfor,-
maltion from the old building to a muolh
newer building more suitable for the pur-
pose. We have provided a new hospital at
Nannup and another at Dumblevuner Also
a new hosital has been erected by the In-
land MJission at Lake Grape on pound for
posind at-sietanee by the Government. We
have provided a maternity home at York.
There agaln the Red Cros% Society assisted
uts to a erent extent. I wish to nay, a tri-
bute to the Hospital Comforts Fund corn-

suittee ait York and also at Kattanning. At
those two towns that committee has done
magnificent work. For the size of the in-
stitution, 1 have never been in a hospital
that canl compare with the Katanning hos-
pital. When in the wards, of course, the
patients realise that they are in hospital,
but the institution has been so designed anti
is conducted on such lines that immediately
a patient get., outside the ward lie finds
himself in what is, to all intents and pur-
poses, a private home. Whenever people
have approached me on hospital matters I
have put it back on them by telling them
that the polioy of the Government is to
assist those who will do something to assist
themselves.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: A good deal
was done before you came in, you know.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: Yes, but I have
a perfect right to say what we have done
since.

Hon. Sir James Miteliell: You had better
do so, for it is so little known.

Hon. S. W. MTNSIE: As Minister con-
trolling health, hospitals and kindred insti-
tutions, I have done more in two years anti
four months than was done by any previous
Minister in five yeatrs.

Mr. Davy: Y ou speak very highly of
yourself.

Hon. S. W. MIJNSIE: It is true. The
records will prove it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You must have
made people sick of it.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: No, we bare tried
to prevent them from being sick.

Mr. Davy: Self-praise is no recommenda-
tion.

Hon. S. W. l\HNSIE, It is just as well
the people should know what we have done.

Nfr. Davy: They won't believe you.
Hon. q. WA. I'X"SIE: But they do. Go

where vou will, You can see what we have
done..

Mr. Marshall: Even at Northam.

Hon. S. W. MTTNSIE: Yes, even at
Northam. Extensions have been made to
the mnes' plarters at the Fremnantle hos-
pital and further large extensions to the
Perth hospital. Prior to the last gen-
eral elections the member for Sivan
announced that the Government had
agreed to a reduction of hours for
the nursiner staff at the Perth Hospital. That
statement was correct, but I have to admit
thatt those nurses have not received a re-
duction of hours yet. Thougth the member
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for Swan agreed to grant the reduction, it
could not be made until accommodation was
provided for 40 extra nurses. That accom-
modation has now been provided. 1 hope
that the furnishing will be completed in the
next fortnight and that the nurses will then
receive a reduction of hours.

Hon. G. Taylor: What is the reduction?
Hon. S. W. M UN'S1E: To 52 hours per

week. The condition agreed to between the
conference of the nurses' association, the
three big hospitals and the Medical Depart-
ment was that the nurses were to work 52
hours a week on day work and 54 hours
a week on night work. The Perth Hospital
committee agreed to make the hours 52 for
both day and night work, so that when the
newv quarters are furnished the hours will be
reduced to 52 all round. At Fremantle I be-
lieve the reduction has already been granted,
because the requisite accommodation for
nurses "as available.

Mr. Thomson: Have the nurses received
anv increase of salary?

lon. S. W. MUHNSIE: Yes, all grades
have received an increase, though it has not
been great.

Hon. 0. Taylor: The fourth grade nurses
w'ill receive a good increase.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: They will receive
the best increase, but the reason is that until
recently it was necessary for probationers to
serve only a three years' course. The period
howvever, has been extended to four years, and
naturally the fourth-year nurses should re-
cei ve the greatest increase.

Mr. Thomson: The trouble is we are los-
in,- a lot of our nurses.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: Oh, they get
married.

Hon. G. Taylor: We are training more
nurses.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: A fair number go
into private nursing.

Mr. Thomson: We cannot blame them,
but could we make nursing more attrac-
tive?

lon. S. W. MUNSIE: I amn surprised
that wre have been able to retain the ser-
viecs of some nurses who have received bet-
h-v offprs fromt outside than we were able to
make them. I admit that the hospital accom-
modationa at Narrogin is inadequate. I have
visited that town two or three times in order
to get the people to agree to the conditions
laid down, but they have not done so.

The -Minister for Lands: They did so once,
and failed to pay.

Hon. S. AV. MU NSIE: Narrogin has a
Government hospital. The people of Narro-
gin are prepared to agree to the Scheme, but
those in some of the surrounding districts
will not agree. Although it is a Government
hospital there is no hope of better accouuno-
dation being provided next year unless the
pteop~le generally agree to the scheme.

Mr. Teesdale: Oh, leave ,next year out of
it!

Hon. S. W. MUNsrE: At Wagin there is
an agitation for largely increased accommo-
dation, and plans'have been drawn for im-
provemients to the value of £5,000. That also
is a Government hospital, but the *people
there are willing to accept the conditions of
providing interest and sinking fund oil half
the money. At Margaret River a good deal
of mioney has been expended, but notwith-
standing tile additional accommodation pro-
vided, the hospital is still overcrowded.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: There are a lot
of timber workers at Margaret River.

Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: Considerable ad-
ditions will have to be made to the hospital
and particularly to the maternity section,
which is a good thing. Negotiations are pro-
ceeding for a new hospital at Goonialling, a
new hospital at Three Springs, and for ex-
tensions to the Wyaleatchem hospital. We
are building a maternity block at Kojonup
and are considering extensions to the Run-
unoppin hospital.

Mr. Thomson: Is anythiing to he done at
Onowangerup?

Eon. S. W. MIJNSI: Yes. Out of the
money provided by the entertainments tax
we have subsidised on a pound-for-pound
basis four hospitals to purchase X-ray
plant. We arc now negotiating with three
other hospitals with a view to subsidising
them for a similar purpose. Under the old
military regime in this State a system of es-
tablishing district medical officers was in-
augurated. That system has continued ever
since. The reason advanced so far back as
it can be traced in the records was that the
(lovernment, should provide part of the
money to induce a medical officer to go to a
dlistrict where there wvas insufficient practice
to keep adoctor. Wherever a district medical
officer has been appointed the Government
have subsidised him, regardless of the amount
of his earnings. Thus we have been lpayrn gaway thousands of pounds in subsidies to
medical officers who really had no claim
whatever for Government assistance other
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Limit the am-fount of £10O a year for treating
indigent aborigines. We eircularised the
whole of the members of the British Mledi-
cal Asauciation, and I am pleased to say they
have all agreed 1o a new arrangement. W~e
havej laid down a scale, the amounts varying
in the different districts, but there is no ne
to enter into the details. A medical officer in
the North-Wecst, at W'iluna, or oilier out-
back place would be put on a higher scale
than would a medical man in an agricultural
centre: close to a town, but we have fixed a
minituti of £:800 a year, irrespective of
where the doctor is located. The doctors
have sig-ned an undertaking to keep a correct
set of books showing their income, the books
to lie open to inspection by audit officers
wYhe never required. In the eastern wheat
belt a doctor whose income exceeds £1,000
year would receive no subsidy, The reason
for paying the subsidy' was to keep) a medi-
cal mian in the district when his practice wits
insufficient to provide a living. An income
of £1,000 year should be sufficient induce-
mnrt for a doctor to remain. By ibis reor-
ganisation we have saved a good few thous-
ands of pounds to the State, which money
can hie utilised to advantage in other direc-
tions. Where a doctor in a sparsely-
populated placo is earning £400, the
remaining £C400 is to be contributed
on the basis of three-fifths by the Gov-
ernment and two-fifths by the local re-
sidents. To make up the two-fifths, the
residents may adopt any means they like-

Hon. Sir James, Mitchell: Such as spin-
ning jennies?

Hon. S. W. 'MURSIE: No; they mnay
adopt a system of contributions to the doe-
kcr. In one district that has been organised
on this basis during the last 18 months ive
%.ere paying the doctor a subsidy of £150
a rear hut hie is now receiving £1,600, in-
elusive of his earnings. Consequently our-
subsidy has ceased.

'Hon. Sir James Mitchell: He does not
work in the hospital free?

Hlon. S. W. 2.fIJNSIE: Some hospital
work would be free, but not maternity cases.
Those fire the conditions on which we are
organising- at present. I believe the new
system wilt prove highly satisfactory. Ex-
tensions have been almost completed att the
King Edward Memorial 'Hospital, where the
new ward will be opened on the 17th Dec-
ember. I mention this because we are
training there slightly over 80 per cent, of
the midwifery nurss. I want to see a hin-

dyed per cent. trained there if possile. fE
helie~e it will prove a Iirst-class trainig
Wli ool. J t to uld not be sneccessfutI as a train-
ing school unless provision were made for
pre-natal and ante-natal work, and the new
ward is being erected to give that training.
Attached to the ward is a baby clinic, and
thuls the institution will now be able to cover
the whole range of work including instruc-
tion to mothers. For years there has been
ain agitation for the establishmebt Of a
dental hospital in the metropolitan area.
While I a not prepared to-night to give
details, I ain pleased to be able to announce
tihat the Gove rnment have decided to estab-
lish a dental hospital. In the eburse of

tWo or three years I hope that the University
authorities will bring this State up to the
level of the Eastern States by providing for
the training and qualifying of dental Stu-
dents. I believe they will do it. It was use-
less for themn to attempt anything on those
lines until we had a dental hospital. We
have at liilding- for the purpose, and I hope
it will he a going concern in the course of
at month or five weeks.

HON. SIR JAMES ITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [9.901: It is a pity the Honorary
Minister did iiot introduce his Estimates
ii, the usual way. We might have had an
opportunity of saying nice things about himu
iE he had told us iii the early stages of the
discussion what he has just told us. Hos-
pitals are not treated exactly as he would
have us believe they are. The hospital at
Northam serves a large area. It possesses
two doctors and is a well-equipped and well-
staffed institution. Serious cases are
brought in from districts many miles away,
along the Wongan Hills and flowerin linesa.
It is a central hospital very much like that
in Perth, and should receive the same treat-
ment. 'What would the people of the city
saiy if the Honorary 'Minister told them that
before the Perth hLospital could be Added to
lhey~ must find half the money?

Hon' S. W. iAlnsie: There is no analogy
bietween the two.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
Pirth hospital is treated better than are
ountry hospitals,

Hon. S. W. Munsie: It is not treated as
well as many country hospitals, or as well
as the Northam hospital.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It is
treated much better. The Perth hospital had
several thousands of pounds invested. The
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1Kununo11ppin hospital serves an area well
outside its own district. Are the people
aIt Kunlunoppin expected to find the money
for thle necessary additions inl order to ac-
comimodate people from outside the district'!
Each of these institutions should he treated
on its merits, and assisted according to the
services it renders.

Hon. S. W,.1Munsie: If I agicd to that,
not one hospital in the State would find
anything. MNany eases come to Perth from
Northami.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We are
not going to allow the Honorary Minister to
do as he likes. He is not going to lay down
hard and fast rules in regard to these in-
stitutions. It he wants the vote of this
House, be must carry out the wishes of
members.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: If people in older
settled olacos want hospital accommodation
they must provide the money towards it, or
they will get no assistance from me.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Why
does not the Honorary Minister make the
people pay half the cost of the police ser-
viee in their distriet9 I know thle system
started before he assumed office. We collect
enough in taxes to enable us to carry on
thoew free servicnes, such as education, police,
hospitals and charities.

Hon. S. W. Munisie: To carry on free
hospitals would cost three millions of mtoney.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Why
should hospitals, be singled out as something-
that mnust be paid for twice over?

lion. S. W. Mlunsie: There hais been a big
alteration in the systen

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: An alter-
ation for the wors-e.

The Premier: The public may be induced
to think there has been an imp rovement.

Hop. Sir JAMIES MITCHELL: The Ron-
orary Minister has had the samle money
voted to him and has had imposed, in addi-
tion, a special hospital tax, a thing he
loathed and denounced when sitting on this
side of the House.

Hon. S. W. Muncie:, Not at all.
Hon. Sir JAMES 1A1ITCHELL: A select

committee, on which two members of his
own party sat, was appointed to deal with
the matter.

Hlon. S. W. Munlsie: 'But you dlid not
carry out its recommendation in your Bill.

Hon. Sir JAMES MTITCHELL: We did.
It is no! lpolitf of the flonnrnrv Minister
to contradict me in that way. The gross

exp~enditure onl hospitals is Ul23,000, and the
ainw collected from the entertainments
tax is £C25,000. Of eoitr~e the Treasurer
has not collected and spent that £:25,000
without saving his general revenue.

The Premier: That nioncy has given in-
creased accommodation and facilities for
hospitals, wich would not otherwise have
been provided.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Of course
they would have been provided.

lion. S. W1. Munsic: Of course they would
'lot.

Hon. Sir JAMES M1ITCHELL: The
Premier would have beeni obliged to give
themn faei(ities. He cannot prevent babies
from being born. This £26,000 must be a
saving to the Treasurer.

The Premier: It is not.
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: He has

no right to tax the people unless the money
is properly spent. It undoubtedly savesi
the general revenue, I t was wrong when
we proposed it, but it is right now. This
shows the inconsistency of the Honorary
MXinister. I admit he has displayed consider-
able interest in hospitals, as the previous
Minister did. Every Minister wants miore
money for hospitals than the Treasurer can
afford to give. I want to correct the Pre-
iuier on the q uestion of preference to union-
ists. At one time men told me they
were informed by' officials5 that they mnust
comne to Perth from N.ortham in order to
get employment, In some cases I mavnaged
to get things fixed up for thenm in the dis-
trict.

The Premier: It was a ease of where the
officials were not telling the trluth. Would
they be so mnad as to say that men must
come to Perth iii order to get workI That
is the last place in which thle Government
would want to. see unemploymvient.

Hon. Sir JAMESR M.ITCHEML Will the
Premier see that that is put right to-
morrow?

The Premier: I will.
lion. Sir JAMEllS MITCHELL: It is

satisfactory to know that men in the couin-
try are to be given jobs there. I hope this
work will he ;,riven unconditionally, and that
the men will not hatve first to Produce a
union ticket. The Premier is wrong about
the Labour Bureau. 'Men have had to pro-
duce tickets there. We object to preference
to anyone in any circumstances. It is not
right that a man who possesses a union
ticket should have preference over another.
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There are ieanv reasons why members
opposite should not insist upon this prin-
ciple. Men arc entitled to work and to
share in Government work. In some de-
gree all men contribute to the revenue of
thle State. They contribute through the
trade for which they are responsible. They
have a right to their share of Government
wxork. I cannot understand why the Min-
ister for Labour should have issued in-
structions that no work was to be given to
other titan unionists. That is morally
wrong. I ant. sure some members opposite
object to that as much as I do.

Mr. Sleenian: You believe they should
all take out a ticket.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A ticket
in Tattersalls. would be better than some of
the tickets they are compelled to take out.
It is very fortunate that the Minister is so
satisfied with what has happened in con-
nection with the department under his eon-
trot. I believe he has done his best and if
he has not done as well as his predecessor,
still he has done wvell. Of course, increased
expenditure has had to be incurred regard-
ing hospitals because the more people we
bring, to the !tate, the greater the facilities
that have to be provided for them.

MR. LIDSAY (Toodyay) [9.46]: 1
realise that with an increase in the popu-
]ation, the vote must he increased as well.
In sonic of the smaller centres people are
ranking considerable sacrifices in their en-
deavour to secure sufficient funds to erect
hospitals. They hare to fltd additional
f unds for the purpose of upkeep. Notwith.-
standing that, we have a number of hospitals
in our country districts. I do not consider
it possible to establish hospitals in every
country town, hut at certain centres, at a
fair distance apart, we should establish
decent country hospitals, so that people
should not be forced to go to Perth. At
present it is necessary for serious eases to
be despatched to the metropolis, although-
the patients are patched up first at the
country institutions. At Goornailing efforts
have been made to raise money for the es-
tablishment of a hospital. They have
asked for a subsidy and it has been -usual
for the Government to rant one.

The Premier: Yes, if the people guaran-
tee half the cost.

Mr. fIND SAY: That was what I wanted
to ascertain. They have gone to a great
deal of trouble and have raised about

£V2, 0 00. The balance is in sighit and if the
Government provide a subsidy along the
lines indicated, it will soon be possible to
start building operations. I wish to ac-
knowledge the fact that the Minister has
given mne every assistance in connection with
hospitals in my district.

HON. J. CUNINGHAM (Honorary
Mlinister -Kalg-oorlie -in reply) [9.48]:
1in replying to the debate, I wish to
deal with some of the statements made
by the member for Swan (Alr, Sampson),
particularly in connection with gaols and the
proposal to establish a prison farm. I am
pleased to say that the management and
the conditions obtaining in relation to our
gaols compare favourably with those obtain-
ing in the Eastern States. Only recently
an authority on prisons paid a visit to this
State and on her return to South Australia
wrote commending the Comptroller of
Prisons in this State for the manner un
which our system is operating. As to the
proposal to establish a prison farm, we
know that the matter received some scant
consideration by the member for Swan while
be held the office of Colonial Secretary in the
Mitchell Government.

Mr. Sampson: Why "scant" considera-
tion V

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I say "scant"
because the hon. member secems to have
occupied his time in the position, -which is
now known as that of the Chief Secretary,
by reading a few reports upon what hap-
pened in New Zealand and talking about
the subject with a few of his friends. There
is little or no record on the departmental
files to show that he desired to do anything
regarding the est~blighment of. a prison
farm in Western Australia.

Mr. Sampson: There are many reeord.s
on the files.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: I think the
hon. member's time was taken up in discuss-
ing the probability of doing something in
connection with the establishment 9f such
fairms.

The Premier: A lot of talk, and no
achievement!

1%r. Sampson: it is a pity tint the Min-
ister does not conitinur the work I com-
mienced.

Hon. J. CUNIQNINOA M: The present
Chief Secretary is giving sierious considera-
tion to this question.
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Xj,. Richiardsvin: Then he has not done
mnore than his predecessor in office.

Mr. Sampson: What has the Honorary
Mlinister donei

Eon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The member
for Swan, whecn Colonial Secretary, pointed
out that it would be possible to select virgin
country for the purpose of establishing a
prison farmt. The virgin country that w.
have to-day is exactly the samne as that
which wits available when the lion. meni-
her was in office.

Mr. Sampson: Exactly, and we were on
the eve of establishing the farm after work-
ing on the proposition for 20 months only.

lHon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Like all his
activities in the departments under his con-
trol at the time, the bon. member did noth-
ing but read articles that appeared in a New
Zealand paper, dealing with the experiments
carried out there.

Mr. Sampson: That sounds jaundiced,
and it is not true. I visited New Zealand
myself.

Hon. J1. CUNNINGHAM: I agree that the
hon. member went that far. He looked at a
prison farm in course of establishment qt
the time of his visit, but on his return he
did nothing to further the project.

The Premier: He has never put one brick
on top of another to construct anything.

Ron. J. CUNNINGHAM: Yet lie has the
cool cheek to coma here and ask what the
present Chief Secretary has done in con-
nection with the establishmenat of a prison
farm!I

The Premier: The member for Swan did
not even put the fence around the Wooroloo
Sanatorium, and he has been talking about
it ever since.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The question
is still under consideration, and when funds
are available something will be done. No
doubt that goverined the position wvhen the
hon. member was in office, too.

Mr. Sampson: Now yon are making a full
confession.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: No doubt
something may be done to satisfy the crying
and whining needs of the member for Swan.
Dealing with the Lunacy Department, for
some years past negotiations had been car-
ried on between the department and the
Federal Government in connection with the
establishment of the mental hospital known
as Lemnos. That project was under con-
sideration by the previous Government, but
it was left to the present Administration to

brintr about the consummation and esi ab-
I ishmient of the mental instiltitions. It
is now in operation and doing good wvork
Jor those in whose interests it was
establisbed. As to the urgent need for a
reception borne for mental patients, that
jueAion also received some consideration by
the p~revious Government but again it has
fallen to the lot of the present Admninistra-
tion to start the construction, and that work
is still in hand at the present time. No doubt
that work when completed will supply a
very urgent need.

Mr. Sampson: Is it proposed to complete
a convalescent home?

The Premier: For what?
,Ar. Sampson: In connection with the

mental reception home.
lion. J. CUNNINGHAM: That is a mat-

ter for further consideration, and no doubt
the Chief Secretary will give the necessary
consideration to it.

The Minister for Lands: In other States
the mental reception home is the convales-
cent hionie as wvell.

M r. Sampson: Your Royal Commission
recommended the establishmnent of one.

f'hle Mtinister for Lands: No, they did not.
Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The member

for Kattanning (Mr. Thomson) referred to a
lpioposal to bring out fishermen from Scot-
land to be established in the fishing industry
here. Unfortunately, he has not been very
successful.

The Premier: They were too Scotch!
The Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM%: We know

tha~t representatives of Scottish families
visited Western Australia arid other States
with a view to people from Scotlanrd becom-
ing established in the fishirn industry of
Australia. For some reason those people
have not arrived in Western Australia. We
have a coastline cxtendiuig for 5,000 miles,
providing ample opportunity for people to
become established in the fishing industry
here. The member for Katanning referred
to the fact that some years ago the State
Goitvernment established fish shops as a State
trading concern, but that the business passed
out of existence. He also referred to the fact
that the New South Wales Government had
had a similar experience, but had disposed
of the State trawlers to private enterprise
that had since made a huge success of the in-
dustry.

Mr. Sampson: The Queensland Govern-
ment are crashing on the same proposition.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: In Western
Australia the whole coastline is open to any-
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one to become established in the (6-hing in-
dustry, and there is an open field for private
cnterpnise.

Mrr. Thomson: Nothing was done to get
migrants from Scotland.

lion. J. CUNNINGHAM: No. I remem-
ber the hon. member's remarks on his re-
turn f rom a visit to Great Britain. He did
urge his Government to take up the matter
but seemingly that Government was not suf-
ftiiently influenced by his remarks and the
facts that he placed before them.

The Premier: These things should be left
to private enterprise.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The State
Labour Bureau has rendered valuable ser-
vice in oonnection with the finding of em-
ploynment during the regime of the present
Government. In the period ended the 30th
June last the registrations and transactions
at the bureau exceeded those of any previous
year. There were 12,654 registrations and
8,602 engagements. In addition, workers
-were issued railway passes to the number
of 3,577 and 56 fares were issued to lads on
the goldfields who were desirous of coming
down to farming areas to take up employ-
ment.

Ron. Sir James Mitchell: You continued
most of the good work you found going on.

Ron. J. CUNNINGHAM: We found the
Labour Bureau in existence but we improved
its usefulness.

Mr. Richardson: You have had more un-
employment, and it is still in existence.

H1on. J. CUNNIINGHAM: With regard
to the criticism of the policy adopted con-
cerning the production of union tickets, I
remind members that preference to unionists
is the policy of the present Government and
it is intended to carry out that policy.

Mr. Thomson: But it is not the policy of
the country.

lon. J. CUNNINGHAM: It is the polkev
of the country so long as the present Gov-
ermnent remain in power. That policy was
placed before the people prior to the elec-
tion campaign and the people endorsed it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: It was never
mentioned.

Ron. J. CUNNINGHAM: It wae men-
tioned.

Mr. Mrann : It was preference to one
nnion.

Hon. J. CUNNT&GT(HAM:- It is a matter
of preference to unionists. I remember
having read about the member for Perth
striving'L after championship honours a-;
leader of the unemployed in Perth. 'T

uaders',and, however, that he was ousted
without gaining his objective.

Mr. Mlann: I gained the objective by
securing work for the men. I enlisted th~e
s'ympathy of the Premier and he found
work for 130.

Bon. J. CUNNINLGHAM1: The Premier.
acting on behalf of the Government, of
which he is the head, found employment
for these men, not the member for Perth.

Mr. Thomson: The member for Perch
was not in a position to put the men on to
a Government job.

Ron, J. CUNNINGHIA.M: I cannot
understand his meddling in things in which
he had no concern whatever.

Abr, M6,ann: I1 like that!
Air. Richardson: I guarantee that the

unemployed went to him.
Mr. Mann: They came to me instead of

going to the Trades Hall.
Ron. J. CUNNINGHAM: The class that

went to the bon. member were the unem-
ployable. They went to him to solicit sym-
fathy so as to get a few more meals rather
than take the work that had been found
for many of them. In connection with the
complaint that married men were refused
employment because they ware not holders
of union tickets, those men had the oppor--
tiinity, to become members of the industrial
union gov-erning their class of employment.
The member for Perth surely knows that
the settlement of disputes and the framing
of conditions and, wages-alt this is done
ander the provisions of an Act of Parlia-
moent known as the Arbitration Act, and
that unless a man becomes a member of
an industrial union he can he no party to
that agreement. Therefore the Govern-
ment stand for preference to uinionists
and are desirous of dealing with organised
bodies rather than a rabble such as, the
member for Perth found at the Labour
Bureau.

Mr. Thomson: Where are your 26 sup-
portersV The House is very thin on your
side.

The CHATW.%EAN: Order
Hon. 3, CUNININGHIAM: Complaints

were made that: the Glovernment issued in-
s4tructions that workters should be engazedl
through the State Labour Bureau a,4
azainst nil the job. Instructions were'
issued specially in connection with country
jobs, that local men should receive first
pre-ferenice.

Mr. Thomson: That did not obtain in
every instance.
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Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: There may be
instances where that did not obtain. I
remember that one report came through
rromn the South-West. The complaint was
immediately looked into. If the member
for Kattanning had such a grievance it was
his duty to bring it directly under notice.

Mr. Thomson: 1 did, bitt unfortunately
the men had been sent frvm Perth.

Hon. J. CUNNINGIUM: Those in the
district, if there were unemployed, would
have been found employment. That was
the position in connection with the ease
referred to at Penmberton. It is not neces-
sary to say anything further on these Esti-
mates with perhaps the exception of one
of the remarks made by the member for
Fremantle (Mr. Sleeman). I am prepared
to admit that in some cases those in con-
trol of certain work have not carried out
the instructions of the Oovernment with
regard to picking up men through the
State Labour Bureau. Instances are
known where men have been picked up on
the job. Only recently such a ease came
uinder notice from Fremantle and I assure
the bon. member that the Minister is mak-
ing a thorough investigation.

Mr. Sleeman: And immediately afterI
brought the matter under his notice, the
same thing was done again.

Hon. J. CUJNNINGHAM: It is only by
bringing these matters uinder the notice of
the Minister that they can be attended to
at once. It is better to -do that than to
wait for weeks and refer to such cases on
the floor of the House.

Mr. Mann: It should not be necessary
to hrinir these matters before the House.
Mentioning it to the Minister should be
sufficient.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: Exactly. Why
shouild the member for Perth wait for
months to bring up instances of that kind
and taike no the valuable time of the House
that could lbe utilised to better advantage.

The Premier: That is the way to cane
him.

lon. J1. T'XNNTNflTTAM%: That is all I
wish to say in reply.

Mr. SAMNPSON: Have I the right to
rplyV to the Mlinister?

The CHATRMTAN: No.
'Mr. S XYPSOX: T wish to draw atteii-

tiori to the attitude of the Minister~-
Tl'e Premier: The hon. member has no

rizht to spenk on this oceasion: he 1,.s,
already qpokcen once. He is entirely out
of order.

Mr. SAMPSON: Ami I not justified ir
drawing attention-

The Premier: The hion. memhev- is dis-
tinietir out of order in speaking at thiq
stage.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member i
not entitled to speak.

Vrote put and passed.

Vote-Aborigines, £-8,5$S-a greed to.

Vote-Fisk cries, £5,437:

Item, Chief Inspector £600:
Mr. THOMSON: I would like to know

whether the Chief Inspector of Fisheries
has put forward any scheme for the estab-
lishment of group settlement for settlern
who would combine work on the land with
fishing operations.

The Minister for Lands: This item has
nothing to do with migration in any shape
or form and the hon. member is out of
order.

Mr. THOMSON : I am merely asking
whether the Chief Inspector has put up
any such scheme. We could get Scottish
fishermen out here and allocate some land
to them sotbat they could carry on farm-
ing in a small way. This land would
necessarily have to be near the scene of
the fishing operations. I interviewed a
certain department and the officers were
good enough to select sites that would be
suitable for a settlement of this descrip-
tion. We are losing a golden opportunity
if we do not consider any recommendation1
that might be made by the Chief Inspector
of Fisheries. I am willing to give the
Minister a lot of valuable information that
I have in my possession.

The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member is
not in order in pursuing a general discus-
sion.

Mr. THTOMSON: If this officer has not
put up proposals of that nature, he is negli-
gent of his doty' .

Hon. J. C'unningham: He has had no
instructions to put them up.

Mr. THOMSON: We are dealing with a
responsible offieer to whom the State is
paying- £600 a Near. Has he put up any
such thing?

The CHIA[RMAN: The matter has al-
ready been dealt with in the general dis-
cussion, and the hon. member is not in order
in dealing with it afresh on an item. The
Minister can answer the bon. members
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question without our having another gen-
eral discussion.

Eon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The officer
would not accept instructions from the
member for I1-atanning to put up a scheme.

.11r. Thomson: Of course not.
Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: The officer

would await the 'Minister's instructions be-
fore doing- so. I know of no such instruc-
tions having been given.

Vote put and passed.

Yotes-Regs.try and Friendly Societies,
£10,259; Gaols, E25,133; Harbour awl
Light and Jetties, £22,8S2-o greed to.

Vote-Lunacy and Inebriates, £202 ,510:

Item, Inspector General of the Insane
and Tnebriates, £800.

'Mr. SAMPSON: On Thursday I made
some remark.- on the reception home at
Point Heatbcrte. The Governor's Speech
stated that a commencement had been made
with the erection of the home-

The CHAIRMAN: There is no mention
of any reception borne tinder this item.

M1r. SAMPSON: The home comes under
the Inspector General of the Insane and
Inebriates.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
out of order. He cannot discuss the policy
of the vote on the item of the Inspector
General's salary.

Mr. SAMPSRON: The Inspector General
has charge of the reception home.

The Premier: The home is not built yet.
Mr. SAMPSON: I know that.
The CHAIRMAN: I must ask the mem-

her for Swan to resumne his seat if he is
going to discuss the reception home under
this vote. Thme reception home is a ques-
tion we discuss on the Loan Estimates. If
the hoin. member will not accept my rul-
ing, he has the alternative of moving that
my ruling be dissented from.

Dissent from Chairman's Ruling.

Mr. Sampson: Very well, Sir. with
great regret I move--

That the Committee dissent from the Chair-
man Ie ruling, on the ground that the care of
the reception home is one of the functions of
the Inspector General of the Insane and In-
ebriates.

rTh6 Speaker resumed the Chair.]

The Chairman stated the dissent.
ILr. Sampson: I desired to discuss the

matter of the reception home, and as all
matters of lunacy are under the care of the
Inspector Geceral 1 claim that in bringing
this matter up under the item of the In-
spector General's salary I am acting pro-
perly and in accordance with the Standing
Orders. On the face of things this is the
proper, and indeed the only, place where
the reception home can he discussed. The
observation ward at the Perth Hospital is
uinder the charge of the Inspector General
of the Insane, and at a Later stage the re-
ception home at Point Heatheote will he
uinder his charge. It certainly is under his
supervision, because he has visited the site
in company with me.

Mrt Speaker: The hon. member will he
aware that there are two sets of items-
those in the matter now submitted to the
Committee, and items under the Loan Esti-
mates, which will be submitted in due
courTse. To discuss an item now before the
Committee is regular, whether it deals -with
the Inspector General of the Insane or any
other subject; but to discuss items that are

stitywithin the Loan Estimates, these
not being before the Committee, will be out
of order.

Mr. Sampson: This matter has already
been discnssed, Mr. Speaker.

Mr. Speak.3r: It may have heea discussed,
but if attention bad been drawn it would
have been ruled out of order. I must there-
fore uphold the Chairman's ruling.

Committee resumed.

Item, Staff Soldiers' Mental Hospital,
West Subiaco (State's proportion), £1,950:

Mr. MAN J: Has the Minister any in-
formation to give regarding the administra-
tion of the s;oldiers' mental hospital? We
have been advised through the Press that
some difficulty has been experienced in re-
straining some of the inmates owing to the
lack of male warders. While it is prefer-
able to have nurses in charge of mental
cases, because the records show they are
more successful, still there seems to be
something wanting because inmates have
frequently wandered away. In some in-
stances there have been assaults upon
people at the institution.

The Premier: You know that that hap-
pens at times regarding patients in other
hospitals; where there are male attendants.
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Mr. MANN: I know, but, according to
the Press reports, what I complain of is
becoming more frequent.

Hon. J. CUNNINGHAM: When reports,
otf such instances are brought under the
notice of departmental officers, the usual
inquiries are held. All reasonable steps are
taken to safeguard the patients.

Hon. G. Taylor: The complaint of the
lbon, member was that the general public
were not safeguarded.

Hon. J. CLN-NINGHAM: They are safe-
guarded all right. The department has this
matter well irn hand.

Rca. 0. TAYLOR: Does the Minister
suggest, with the experience of four or five
months, that the public will be safeguarded
under existing conditions with the addition,
perhaps, of a few warders? I know the
Lemnos mentall hospital has been established
on a fine site, but I am afraid if something
~is not done the difficulties that have oc-
curred will be recurring ones.

Hon. J. C unningham: Yes, the public
-will be safegaardcd.

Vote put and passed.

Votes--Observatory, £91,636; State CUMl-
ran and Outdoor Relief, £110,0 State
Labour Bureau, R2856-a~lreed to.

I 'ate-M-edical, £165,959:

Item, Government Hospitals: Provisionsi,
bedding and clothing, fuel, medicine and sur-
gmical instruments, equipment, uniforms for
staff, washing, minor repir s, travelling,
postage and telephone rent, and commission,
etc., miscellaneous and transport, £C33,000:.

Mr. SAMPSON: I wish to deal with this
item and also the other items from 20 to 24.'

The Minister for Lands: You. cannot do
that.

The Premier: You mu-i deal with one
item at at time,

[MJr. Lutey took the Chair.]

M1r. SAAPSON: Dealing -with the item
I have referred to, provision is made for an
expenditure of £33,000. Last year the vote
was £31,000 and the expenditure was
£30,994. The next item deals with public
hospitals--the Perth, Children's and Fre-
mantle hospitals-and it shows that £50,850
was voted last year and the expenditure was
£E49,1950.

The Premier: You cannot discuss that
item; you must deal with one at a time.

Item, Assibted Hospitals, Grants in aid of
maintenance, buildings, additions and re-
pairs, fees, etc., £10,500:

Mr. SAMPSON; Lint year the rote was
£E8,375 and the expenditure was £:7,357. This
year the estimate provides for £E10,500, or an
increase of £3,143. For the whole of last
year the Estimates show that £103,000 was
votedl for the Medical Department, whereas
the expenditure f or the year was £176,000.
When speaking oti the vote generally I men-
tioned that the entertainmnents tax had been
used to assist regarding hospitals.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must deal with the item alone.

The Premier: Tis is developing into a
genera] discussion.

Mr. THOM1SON: Does the vote provide
for the construction of buildings or for re-
p~airs as wellit

R~on. S. W. Mansie: It is not for building
construction at all. There may he some
slight repairs to be dealt with under the
vote, but not the construction of buildings.

M11r. THOMSON: I believe there is a
fixed policy of assistance to committee hos-
pitals, andi I should like it put on record.

Hon. S. W. MEJNSIE: No definite policy
is laid down as to what subsidy shall bp
given to committee hospitals. Each hospi-
tal is treated on its needs in relation to
revenue. Subsidies vary from £50 to £800
per annum. There is one hospital committee
-it is a new hospital-that asked me for
£50 for their first year as they were afraid
they could not make ends meet. I granted
the request, and before the 30th June of
this year I received from that hospital com-
mittee a letter telling me they could manage
this year without any subsidy at all. I un-
derstand it is the first time in the history
of the MI~edical Department that any hos,-
pital committee has sent in such aL letter.

Mr. MANN: The Children's Hospital
committee have been expecting, under prom-
ise from the Treasurer, a grant for the ex-
tension of a wvard.

The Premier: That is on the Loan Esti-
mates.

Item, Sundry Services, £16,300:

',%r. SLEEMAN: At the Old Men's Home
139. 9d. per head is allowed for contingen-
cies. The home is in a sense being robbed
by those in charge being made to pay for
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transport from, the railway station to the
hospital and for burials from that allow-
aknee.

lion. Sir James Mlitchell: The inmates are
kept very comfortably.

Mr. .EMAN: Some are comfortable;
some are not. However, that is not the
loint. It is not right that thei eons of trans-
port anid of burials should come out of this
allowance, rather should it come from a sep-
arate vote for destitute persons.

The Premier: There is no fixed allow-
arice; the figure given in the annual report is
what the cost of those services amounts to.

Mr. SLEE MAN: I ant told that 1s. 9d. is
the sum allowed per head.

Hon. 0. Taylor: No, it works out at 13s.
-)d., according to the last annual report.

Mr. SLEBMAN: It is not right that the
loI-St of transport and burials should he taken
jut of money intended for the upkeep of the
home. A1gain, I believe something extra
,ould be done in the way of providing mcdi-
,ine. It is impossible for many of the in-
mnates to see the medical officer when he
iisits the institution for three-quarters of an
2our on two days per week. The sum of
Q0O0 is a very small amount for medicine for
,he whole of the year.

Mr. Clydesdale: A number of the inmates
night to he in hospital.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Certainly they ought to
)e able to get what medicine they require.

FHoa. S. W. Munsie: Any medicine they
,vant, they get free at the Perth Hospital. A
:Rr comes up every morning.

Mr. SLEEMAN: What is the use of the
,ar coming up if the men vannot see the
loctor? They need to see the doctor to find
rut what medicine they require. Some time
tgo when an inquiry was held into the con-
luet of the home, the commissioner maid that
ref ore there could he any satisfactory work-
ug of the home, a medical man must be
?laced in charge. I do not go that far.

The Premier: Perhaps a medical officer
-night well be placed in charge instead of
:he man in charge at present.

Mr. SLEEMAN : T believe that the
naster of the home, Mr. Rust, is doing the
icat he can in the circumstances.

The Premier: He is doing the besit he can
:o prompt a lot of complaints instead of
neking them to his Mfinister.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It is useless for the
Iremier to become so petty.

The Premier: T know that that accounts
-'or it.

31r. SLEEMAN: A sum of £200 is not
sulient to provide medicine for the number
of old men and women. The fact of deceased
inmates being buried three deep is a stand-
ing disgrace. The master of the home is not
responsible for that. It will be said that
arrangements may be made for families to
be buried together, but *hat would any
member say if his father, mother, sister,
brother or wife was interred with two or
three straingers?

Mr. Clydesdalec: Better start and cremate
them.

Mr. SLEEMAN: While burial is the
practice, the old men should receive the re-
slpect that we would expect.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: It would cost £25
per burial.

Mr. SLE EMAN: It would not cost any-
thing of the kind.

Hon. S. W. Munsie: You could not get it
done any cheaper.

Mr. SLEBEMAN: It does not cost any-
thing like £25 to bury a pauper. What
would it cost to give a man Oft. of ground
instead of burying these people three
deepI

The Premier: I do not care what becomes
of me.

Mr. SLEEAAN: But if we found some of
our own friends being buried like that, we
would be the first to complain.

Mr. Chesson: Our first duty is to the liv-
ing.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The inmates of the home
have a sufficiently hard time through having
to end their days in that institution, and if
we do not do much for them while they are
living, let us at least bury them in a re-
spectable way. The men at the home con-
sider that the mineral bore should 'he opened
up. Is there any chance of its being opened
UPI?

'Mr. Mann: It is a good job you arc not
speaking from this side of the House.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I do not wigb to be in
the company of the hon. member. I prefer to
be here.

Hon. G1. Taylor: I am afraid the Govern-
ment would prefer you to be over here.

Mr. SLE EMAN: I am entitled to say
what I think is right. I am free to do that;
I am not like the member for Nelson, who
4zated that if he said anything against the
Minister he would be brought to hook. On
the Opposition side the whips are cracked,
but on this side a man is free to speak his
mind: outside of party matters.
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Hon. S. WV. MUNSIE: I do not know
where the hon. member got all his com-
plaints. I have received complaints from
several of the old men.

Mr. Heron: If the member for Fremantle
were put in charge, he would have just as
many complaints.

Ron. S. W. MTJNSIE: Yes. I do not
think one word would have been said about
the burials hut for the disclosures wade by a
week-end paper.

Mr. Sleeman: A week-end paper did not
make the disclosures.

Hon. S. W.4 'MINSIE: It did. When
the matter was brought under my notice
I found that the head of the Old Men's
Home had actually made overtures and
passed severe comment on the attitude of
the contract undertaker. The matter was
brought under the notice of the Tender
Board, and I do not think that the man who
was responsible will have a hope of getting
the tender again.

Mr. Sampson:- You are not referring to
the frozen meat troubleI

Hon. S. WV. MtENSIE: No, to the manu-
facture of coffins. The contractor sent to
the Old Men's Home a coffin, the end of
which was made from a petrol case with
the advertisement for the petrol still show-
ing on the outside.

Mr. Richardson: That was a bad mnis-
take.

Hon. S. W. AMNSIE: When he was
brought to book for it he made the excuse
that a man he had just employed was re-
sponsible.

Air. Mann : The management rejected
the cofflin?

Hon. S. WV. 1WUNSIE: No, they took ex-
ception to it, hut it was used. The con-
tractor said it had been painted over with
blac~k paint, hut the report I reeived stated
that the advertisement could he seen
through the paint. Regarding the burial
of two or.three in one grave, I do not know
that there is any great crime in that. I
know of several families who have ground
and who utilise it in that way. I do not
think there is any hardship in that respect.

Mr. Thomson:- T do not think the old men
would worry much about it.

Hon. S. W. AMNSIE: No. Regarding
the medicine, if the member for Fremantle
can bring forward the case of one inmate
who should have had medicine and could
not get it, I shall want to know the reason
why. I know of no instance where an in-

mate wag entitled to medicine and did n
get it. It is not a matter of whether £2
is sufficient. That is the estimated cost
the medicine, but if £C700 worth was
quired, they would get it.

Eon. Sir James Mitchell: Of course th
would.

Hon. S. W. MUIKSIE: There is no chan
of having the bore reopened.

Hon. 0. Taylor: Why?
Hon. S. W. MUNSIE: It caused t,

much commotion there. We have arrang
with the gardens' board, who are iring t
surplus water from the bore, to erect
shower through the fence. The old m(
can use this shower free of charge. I won
not grant this permission unless the boa:
guaranteed to erect separate showers fb
the old men free of charge. 'rhese faciliti
are only 50 vards away from where they
in the open air.

Mr. Richardson: Is the shower the
now?

Hon. S. WV. MIJNSIE: I believe so.
would be unwise to reopen the bore.

MrT. LAM ONDh Better medical attenti
should be provided at the Old Men's Honr
It is said to be difficult for the inmates
the institution; to attract the attention
the doctor. Very often the medical m.
spends only bait an hour there, and sot
of the old men have not seen a doctor f
weeks. One m~an said he found great dif
culty in getting medical attention. Docto
shouldl he askred to spend more time the!
for after all there are 600 inmates at VI
home.

Mr. Chesson: It should be in charge
a medical man.

Mr. LA'fOND: There should be a re!
dent doctor at the place. The morgue
a very small one. On one particular di
five men dlied, and the bodies were staek4
on top of cel other. A notice was put
the door stalingx that there was only stan
rnz room left inside. The morgue shou
he enlarged. It is not nice for the old mi
to think that when they die they may 1
stacked in a place like that. When fl,
men died in (,ne day, it is understood thi
were nerishine from the cold because
their lack of clothine.

Hon. G. TAYLOR1: The member fi
Fremnantle said that £-00 was hardly wor
mentioning when it came to a Question 4

sy-nplvinz mredicines for over 600f me
When T was c-hairman of the Perth Hospit
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medicine was supplied to the Old Men's
Home free of charge.

Hon. S. W. unsie:- That is still done.
Hon. G. TAYLOR: The medicine was

sent down in eartloads two or three times
a week. Whatever was required was sent.
I once interviewed the Minister with the
object of inducing him. to make a special
allowance to the hospital for these medi-
cine;, but nothing was done. I do not know
why £200 is set down in the Estimates for
medicine, unless the system has been altered.
The Perth Hospital suppylied very math
more than £200 worth of medicine every
Year.

The Premier: There are other homes in
the State which are supplied with medicine s
that do not come from any hospital.

11Mr, Sampson: Has any progress been
made w.ith regard to.-dec13 therapy and X-
ray treatment?

Hon. S. WV. MUtISIE: In the case of a
person requiring deep therapy treatment
the resident medical ollicer of the Perth
Public Hospital and the doctor outside con-
fer. 'If they recommend that the patient
should be treated in this way, the depart-
ment has this done and pays for it. A con-
tract was made with Dr. Syme Johnson and
Dr. Donald Smith, the only two medi-
cal men in Perth possessing deep therapy
apparatus. The contract provides for the
treatment of all such cases. A fair number
have been treated, and I wat nxious to
obtain particilars of the results. I am glad
to say that %ome of the cases have resulted
satisfactorily up to date. In cases treated
over two years amo there wvas, up to a re-
cent date when inquiry' was made, no re-
currence of the growth. In other eases.
which were treated just for the time being,
there was regrowth, and the patients have
passed away.

Mr. Sampson: I believe a, certain per-
centage of cures has been recorded in Mel-
boune.

Ron. S. W. MUNSIE: Not very many,
I san sorry to say.

Hon. 0. Taylor: The treatment has not
proved a success.

Hfon. S. W. M"TTSE: There have been
some cures, however. [n eases where the
patient is unable to pay but is recom-
mended as I hare stated, the department
find the necessary funds for treatment.

Vote put and pased.

Progress reported.

House ad~journzed at 17.13 p.m,

'Wednesday, 10th November, 1926.

Question: Miizna' memorial
Bill: Stat. insurance, ft.....

The PRESIDENT took the
p.m., and read prayers.

PAOE
...2045

Chair at 4.3u0

QUESTION-CITIZENS' MEMORIAL.

Hon. J. Ar. AACFA.RLAN\E asked the
Chief. Seertary: Seeing that a citizens' went-
orial, annexures, etc., sworn before, and ap-
proved by, the Federal Royal Commission in
Perth, 20th MAarch, 1925, was signed by
innny thou sands of representative bodies and
electors, and placed before that Commission
facts which have been, and will be, beneficial
to %Vestern Australia; and sinica the uuem-
oinIa has been further supported reenutly
by the resolutions of mnany- municipal coun-
ciL, road boards, and other bodies, will the
Minister place copies of the memorial and
re-;olutions on the Table of this House for
the further information of this House, and
of others in 'Western Australia and else-
where?-

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: As
these have been public property for so long,
it is unnecessary to follow this course.

BILL-STATE INSIURANCE.

Sec-ond Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

RON. J, EWING (South-West) [4.35] 1
have listened with great attention and an
open mind to all that has been said by hon.
members during the course of the debate on
this Bill. T have given that attention to
those who spoke for, as well as to those who
spoke aginst, the legislation. T have ar-
rived at a conclusion that is satisfactory
to my own minid, but whether it will be
satisfactory to that of others, is another
question. The tone of the debate has been
a high one, reflecting the treatest credit
upon hon. members who have approached
the question with an open mind and with a
desire to do what is right in the interests
of the State and of the miners suffering
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